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T IRANCO

ORGANYLZED TRADE UNIONISM
is a8 farce. Only those willing to
serve as ogovernment pPuppets are
allowed to operate; and their fun-
ction is to regulate the workers
to the fascist point of view. Yet,
even under these difficult circum~
stances, the workers still manage

! back, and this spirit of

IN SPAIN,

NEARLY 3,000 MINERS BOYCOTTED
their work as a3 counter protest,
and again there was escallation
when the bosses counteracted by
closing down one mine Ffor good;
thus ending the livlihoods of hun-
dreds of families. The state moved
to take its place beside Lhe Lusses
early in November, when the Civil
Covernor warned all workers that
unless they returned to work,their
boycott MICHT be seen to have pol-
iticel content; implying that mass
arrests were forthcoming unless the
Issrfs" aPPreciasted their place in
ife.

ALL STRIKES ARE, OF COURSE,
illegal in this fascist paradise.
And all strikes are deemed to be
DDliticallX motivated. { strike
meeting held inpublic usually res-
ults in a jail sentence for those
selected for reprisal by the State.

RECENTLY, WORKERS WHO HELD A
meeting in a Madrid park, and who
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Published =2 newspsPer, received
sentences ranging from 4 to B years,
with fines to the egquivalesnt of
8,000 pounds. Practfically every
day,tucked away in obgcure corners
of newsPapers,one finfls references
to workers being fjJrled or gaoled
for holding 2n illeggl\meeting, or
for Bxprassing upln one aazd tu bs

THE IRISH WORKER MAY| WELL FEEL
sorry for the plight of hfs Spanish
brother -- and are kot
brothers nomatter whegsfthey live?
The present lot of the Irish worker
is no doubt better than that of
those in Spain. dut do not fool
yourselves comrades; for se long
ag you have Capitalist -rule, you
also have the spectre of fasriem
lurking in the background. Today,

fascism rules nakedly fin Spainj; it
has to if Capitslism ik to be kept
afloat. Tomorrow, it cfjuld well be
Ireland's turn.

MANY IRISH WORKERS
show an apathy touws
behind the banner of
year under Franco
them of this reluctance Do not
wait to learn this “Ffom your own
experiences. Learn from ours -- is
it not enough .that we should suffer?
We are suffering enough for all
workers; let them learn from it;

Soclalism. A
spon rid

then our trials will not have been
in vain,
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ON NOVEM3ER 17, THE SUNDAY
Independent found space to bemoan
the victory of Richard Nixon, the
big-brother-elect of the lmperlal-
ist camp. It appears Nixon doesn't
like the Irish.

IT'S A FEATURE OF THAT SLAVISH
mentality which is fast becoming a
way of life with those who have
secumbed to the soul-destroying
lackyism of Leinster House,to feel
that everyone must love the Irish;
gveryone must voice the necessary
sappreciations on the beauty and
superiority of Ireland; everybody
must clap us on the back, and tell
us what fine fellows we are! These
people like to be patted gn the
head like a faithful dog; if they
are not, they whine.

WHAT DECENT IRISHMAN OR WOMAN
gives a tinker's curse whether
Dirty Dick Nixon likes thelrish or
not? We sre not blcody beggars,
dependant upon a condescending
smile from the robber barons of
America,or any place else for that
matter. There are plenty of ord-
inary people in Ireland yet, who
retain a deep sense of personql and
national dignity, and it's about
time they made their voice heard
above the whimpering toadism of
such rags as the Sunday Independ-
ent.

THE SERVILE CAPITALIST CLASS
in Ireland has to cringe before
Big Brother,if they are tosurvive.
And having debased themselves by
their total homage to:the Almighty
Doallar, their craven hearts cannot
rest until the morale of the whole

Irish community is reduced to the
same snivelling level as their own.

OF COURSE, THE SUNDAY INDEPENDENT
has a very practical concern in

this question: "Nixon will donoth-
ing to change the immigration law
which is unfair to Ireland, nor
will his administration be likely
to foster any greater investment in
Ireland." And there, friends,you
have Irish gombeen Capitalism in
all its glory!
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AN UNFRIENDLY NIXON COULD BE
"spiteful" enough to retain the
present U.5. immigration law; and
thereby present our gombsen ruling
class with the problem of surplus
workers who,having no place tc go,
may turn apn eye to things at home.
An unsmilinmg Nixon may also ‘inf lu-
ence a halt in American invest-
ment. And what a tragedy that
would be; the country might then
find 1itself »in the wunprofitable
role of a rejected prostitute.

THE IRISH CAPITALIST CLIQUE

would feel easier in their minds
if only comoone lilke thao JTato armed

much-praised Smiling Jack Kennedy
sat on top of the imperialist muck-
pile, to beam understandingly on
their special problems. Ah yes,
those were the good old days. But
with all its foreboding,the Sunday
Independent still seeks that ray
of hope in Nixon; and believes it
has found it in the fact' that he
“may find the,  Viet-nam problem so
difficult to / solve,- that he will
give stronger support to the United
Nations"...and;"Ireland is consid-
ered one of thefive remaining groups
in the United Nations which is ind-
ependent of political affiliations.

TALK AR0OUT GRASPING AT STRAWS
Hell, there 2re a lot of pecple in
this country who didn't even know
the Free State was in the U.N.,not
to mind to think it possessed such
an exalted position in it that it
may well be caslled upon to solve
the Americen problem in Vietnam.
Can't ye see it all now --"Congo
veterans airlifted to Saigon" --
"Irish soldiers fight for freedom
in Asia" -- "Sunday Independent
Raises funds to Support uWidows and
Orphans of Selfless Anti-Communist
Heroes" --"Island of Saints & Scho-
lars Provides New Wave of Missionar-
ies to Enlighten Heathens on Ben-
efits of Dollarism,"

YOU MAY THINK IT A JOKE. 8UT YOU
can rest assured that the lackey
Capitalists inthis countrywouldn't
think twice about offering "our



o fignt the "gouod csuse",if
needed toretain the good-
the Imperialist boss-men.
appreciates bettsr than they
y dePendent their set-up
tha good will of Americen
Lism. And no one knows
in they that their pres-
on would become increas-
nable,should "The Chief"
pgton fail to give the nod
itumb tobe tossed their way.
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When this 1is realized, the craven
muckology of the Independent and
its likes can be seen in 3 new
light -- the snivellina, crlnging

and totally depraved whlmperln?

a mipni-capitalist cligus whouwsllow
in the cegsspool of international
imperialism, inm the vain attempt
ta keep their class afloat regard-
less ©of the price. Ireland and
the Irish Peopls would be better
of f without them.
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HAS THE MINISTER FOR LAZOUR,
sHillery,and our trade uni-
galucrats reached sgreement on
QaalwlthunﬂfflLlnl strikes?
st certainly appears so, when
id trade union leaders rant-
d raving about unofficial
gy and this at a times when
f proposes to introduce sig-
it amendments to trade union

'Y‘S PROPOSED CHANGES WILL
keting in suppart af
’1 strikes; new conditions
gsue of nsgotiation lic-
gnd the introduction of a
sgotiation license. It is
that this proposed legis-
prls intended to put more pow-

@lerats,by oreventing the for-
» of break-away unions, and
thening their hand inregs-
PRUpOfficial picketing.

WHEN HILLERY FIRST SET UP A
?arty of employer’s and rep-
ayes of the Irish Congress
Unlcns, the trade union
walked out after but a brief
#° 0f consultation; and the
iBf Protest that followed from

gave fine piece of bluff.
atein militant workers and
Yy elaim to the mantle of
y they find it necessary

the DCC&Sanal walk Dut,

TANCE THE BELLOWING OF LABOUR
dohn Conroy, during the rec-
disputs at Shannon. He

iy, he would rather see

again in Shannon
tories new stand, thanm to
2tation From foreign Cap-

‘Great stuff! But since

. their union members at

DGt bal-lots—on—eastrike

e hands of the trade union

E.I.3angd there is little Fear that
we will again see qrass growing
where the non-union E.IL. factory
still stands.

WORKERS MUST AWAKEN, AND FAST, TO
the implications of thits bill,
Amongst other things,it is design-
gd to deprive them of the full use
of the strike weapon, by PpPutting
all power in the hands of Trade
Union bureaucrats, who are more
than pally with the powers that be,

Just imagine,how hard it would be
to press your grievances if you
had to wait for union H.Q. to give
the go-ahesd. After all svery wor-
ker knows that most union officials
move only when faced with the thr-
pat of wunofficisl action. Let
legislation  block this lever-
age,and the workers are more PoOw-
gerless than ever in the hands of
Union buresucrats.

WORKERS MUST BEGIN TO ORGANIZE
Now. Let your union buresucrats
know in no uncertain terms, that
you are wise to their game; and
from branch level, agitate for a

National Pratest Strike --for ope-
nErS.

WORKERS MUST ALS0O GIVE SERIOUS
cansideration to the formatien of
workers' committees, whose task
would be to co-ordinate resistance
to these anti-working class pro-
posals, should they become law.

SAOR EIRE STANDS READY TO GIVE
gvery assistance to the Irishwork-
ers in this forthcoming struggle--
unite now, and remember:"the great
only appear great because we are
on our knges -- LET US RISE."

.



TUCKED AwAY IN THE ANNALS OF OUR
Peopla's struagqgle for Natiofial Cib=
gration, one finds many 2 chapter
which papitalist historiasns gloss
over without comment. In their
view, there are some things best
left unsaid; more especially when
a recording of them could well give
the People ideas not ameniable to
the sacred rights of property.

ONE SUCH SAGA TOOK PLACE IN
Munster during the "“Tan War", when
the workers of the Cleeves creamery
complex took over the plants and
found Soviets. This was by no means
an insignificant event; but of the
many books writtem on the period,
none find space to mention it.

THE CLEEVES COMPANY OWNED
creameries sPread ovar Limerick,
Tipperary and Cork;but it was that
of Knocklong,by no means the larg-
est, which initiated the action on
that Sunday merning of May 16,1920.
The workers took control of the
creamery at Knocklong, and signif-

ied their possession by hoisting
the Red Flag over the building.
The name plate of the Capitalist

firm was also removed, @and in its
place,in conspicuous white letter-
ing on a red background,was erect-
ed the ngw name: "THE KNOCKLONG
SOVIET CREAMERY." Abave this in
bold display,the local people read
the most welcome news the factory
had ever given out--"We Make Jutter,
Not Profits."

KNOCKLONG WAS -FOLLOWED 3Y SIMILAR
actions in Tipperary town,LImerick,
Mallow, and Kanturk, to name but a
few- The Red Flag went up; the
workers took overjand the Clesve's
family, by all accounts, went into
hiding.

THIS SERIES OF EVENTS WERE
triggered by adispute on wages and
working conditions; and it would
appear that the agitstion received
its directiaon from a man named
0'Hagan, an Ulsterman. 0'Hagan
had already shown his calibre,when
he had taken a prominent part in
the big engineering strike of 1919
in Belfast, and for which he was
jailed on a charge of sedition. He
secured his release by going on
hunger strike; only to be arrested
again and thrown into Mountjoy.
While inthe 'Joy heagain took part
in the now famous hunger strike of
1920. Again he was released; when
he headed for Knocklong to take his
place in the front ranks of the
class struggle there. During the
Soviets he operated between Knock-
long and Tipperary town.

O'HAGAN WAS INSTALLED AS MANAGER
of the Soviets. He was assisted by
John O'Dwyer,a worker in Knocklong
and the local secretary of the
ITGWU,and by JohA Dowling and John
McCrath, wunion organizers for Co.
Limerick. All the workers involved
were members of the ITGWU.

IN THEIR OPERATION OF THE PLANTS,









forged, '"unreascnzatble" sectional
demands had to be subordinated. to
the welfare of the whole.  This is
an old old trick, which takes many
forms; but it was sufficisnt to:
offset the  demonstrations of the
militaznt Derry workers, and those
of Derry's unemployed. All were
defused and abandoned on the re-
presentations of the Derry Citizens
I Committee =~ ©presided over by a
Unionist!

HAVING WANGLED THEIR wWAY INTO
strategic positions in the Protest
movement,the Unionist ruling class
then dug up the old and somewhat
withered carrot of promised reform,
to replace the previous Orange club
-= if you can't keep him in line
with the stick,you can always fall
back on the carrot to ksep the eld
donkey on the move under his load.

AS. WE SEE IT, THE RULING CLASS
hope that by dangling the reform
carrot, and by their representat-
ives participating in the Civil
Rights Movement to cultivate the
myth of religious unity --while at
the same time keeping the 1lid on
dissention, the present crisis can
De minimized,at lesst temporarily.
The religious apgle is their great
B Ganbi t5oTvetedeast it would appEsr

j@ufrom all the coverage it is get-
tino. This ssems to be their ticket
to 2 new image,end it has of course
certain advanteges,in that by play-
ing it, radicals are placed in an
swkward position since open oppos-
btion would inevitebly bring public
demnationy The ruling class are
Tesently pla ing this new card as

erly as they played the orange
before. | You have te hand it
@hthem; but|this should not me-
You let thbmiget away with it.

b THIS NEW CREEN AND ORANGE CARD
“has two objects, If the ruling
888 can pull it off, it will get

B out of the disadvantages in-
ent intheir traditional sectar-
.3 ce; and in terms of inter-
L propaganda, this is of
2. Also, it will help to
middle class Catholics
',l:i.-nghc-l_a-s:s proper;thers-
-t.elseruicas of UNCLE

Y owe

1l prove useful in
g class Cathelic
re date, should
e trouble from

wdeveloping at present

- -

working class  interests. We sea
very little of this form of unity
in the 5ix
Counties; "and we would not expect
to sees it emerge From the lszbours
of the Ruling class. .

WE SAY TO THE PEOPLE OF THE S5I% .
Counties:when theruling class pro- S
duces the carrot in place of the
stick,oe doubly wary -- even if the
carrot is dipped in holy water.
Continue to fight for your pights,
continue to keep the Pressure on,
and do not allow the tempo af your = =
struggle to be disrupted by any
subterfuge whatever. Shouw lesscon-
cern for religion,and give greater
emphasis onthe class issues imuol-
ved. Spatlight the class basis for
your dissbilities; fight the class ,
enemy. In this way only will the &
religious divisions amongst the
working people fall into Perspect-
ive; in this way only will thaey be
solved.
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The People's flag is deepest red,
1t shrouded oft our martyrsd dead;
And ere their limbs grew stiff and cold,
Their life-blood dyed its every fold.
Chorus
Then raise the scarlet standard high
Beneath its folds, we'll live or die;
Though cowards flinch and traitors sneer,
We'll keep the red flag flying here.
2

Look 'round! the Frenchman loves its blaze,
The sturdy German chants its praise;
In Moscow's halls, its hymns are sung,

Chicago swells its surging song.
%)
It waved above our infant might,
When all ahead seemed dark as night;
It witnessed many & deed and vouw,
We must not change its colour now.
4
b e llowgenlle the triumphs past, f
It gives the hope of peace at lasts;
The banner bright, the symbol plain,
0f humean right and human gain.
: 5
It suits today the weak and base,
Whose minds are fixed on self and place;
To cringe before the rich man's frown,
And haul the sacred banner down.
6
With heads uncovered, swear we all,
To bear it onward till we fall;
Come dungeon dark, or gallows grim,
This song shall be our parting hymn.

* * *

THE RED FLAG was written in 1889 by Jim Connell, and was
fFirst published in the 1B89 Christmas issue of JUSTICE, a
British Socialist publication. In 1920, Connell recalled
that he had been inspired by the work of the Land League,
the London dock strike of 1889, the hanging of the Chicago
Anarchists following the Haymarket bombing of 1887, and the
Russian Nihilist movement. He wrote most of it on a fif-
teen-minute train ride between Charing Cross and New Cross.
In Who's Who, Connell, who was secretary of the Workmen's
Legal Friendly Society, described himself as "sheep farmer,
dock labourer,navvy, railwayman, draper,lawyer (of a sort)
and all the time a poacher.” The verses were originally
composed to the tune of "The White Cockade";but it was later
sung to the tune of "Tannenbaum"j;which is the most popular
tune used today.
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