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Réamhra

THE Constitution of Sinn Féin advocates not merely the complete
overthrow of English rule in Ireland but also the setting up of
a Democratic Socialist Republic based on the Proclamation of 1916.
Among our objectives are the establishment of “a reign of social
justice based on Christian principles by a just distribution and effective
control of the nation’s wealth and resources,” and the institution of
“a system of government suited to the particular needs of the people.”
Sinn Féin has never looked on the ending of British rule in Ireland
as an end in itself but rather as a means to restore the “ownership of
Ireland to the people of Ireland” (1916 Proclamation). In the words of
the Democratic Programme of D4il Eireann 1919 which quoted Péddraic
Pearse :

“We declare that the nation’s sovereignty extends not only to all
men and women of the nation, but to all its material possessions;
the nation’s soil and all its resources, all the wealth and all the
wealth-producing processes within the nation and with Pearse we
re-affirm that dll rights to private property must be subordinated to
the public right and welfare.”

Sinn Féin seeks to establish a system in which exploitation of man by
man will not feature and which will be truly democratic right down
through society.

“We declare that we desire our country to be ruled in accordance
with the principles of Liberty, Equality and Justice for all, which
alone can secure permanence of government in the willing adhesion
of the people.” (Democratic Programme of Ddil Eireann, 1919.)

Over the past few years much time and effort was devoted within
Sinn Féin to preparing this Social and Economic Programme which we
are now publishing. Some of those who were involved in an attempt to
take over the Republican Movement had it suppressed, however, in
favour of a more extreme draft outline which was never published.
During the past 12 months the programme has been revised, updated and
prepared for publication.

Some of the more important and fundamental features of the pro-
gramme can be summarised as follows:

1. The wealth of Ireland belongs to the people of Ireland and is
theirs to be exploited and developed in their interests.

2. To ensure justice for all, the means of production, distribution
and exchange must be controlled by the people and administered
democratically.

3. Finance, insurance and all key industries must be brought under
State control. The principal agent of major development in in-
dustry, agriculture and fisheries must be the State.

4. The State will have complete control over the import and export
of money.



5. An upper limit will be placed on the amount of land any one
individual may own. Large ranches will be taken over and leased
to groups of families to run on co-operative lines. Only resident
citizens of the Republic will be allowed to own, purchase or
lease land within Ireland.

6. Apart from the sectors mentioned above the main instrument of
economic development will be co-operative enterprises in pro-
duction, distribution and exchange. These will be based on the
Comhar na gComharsan philosophy which is founded on the
right of worker-ownership and is native Irish as well as being co-
operative or distributist in character. Each individual worker will
own an economic unit of the means of production in the form of
farm, workshop, business or share in a factory or other co-opera-
tive. Here is real industrial democracy. Credit Unions will play
an important role in this type of development.

7. Private enterprise will still have a role to play in the economy
but it will be a much smaller role than it has today. It will have
no place in key industries and State incentives will favour co-
operative projects as the most socially desirable. No non-national
shall be allowed to have a controlling interest in an Irish industry.

8. An independent stand will be taken in foreign policy. Power
blocs such as NATO and the EEC on the one hand and
COMECON and the Warsaw Pact on the other will be avoided.
Trade will be expanded with the smaller and neutral nations
of Europe and with the countries of the third world in Asia and
Africa, We have more in common with the developing countries
of the world (where two-thirds of the world’s population live)
than we have with the rich club of former colonial powers in
the EEC. Trade links will be maintained with all countries
and groups of states such as the Common Market, with which
a trade agreement should be negotiated. The aim will be to have
as much free trade as possible bearing in mind that certain
industries will need protection for a period.

9. The Irish language and. Irish culture will have an important part
in the national effort and their strengthening will have special
attention.

10. Pending the achievement of national independence of all 32
Counties, an Economic Resistance Movement will be built up
to defend the interests of the Irish people against exploitation,
whether from foreign take-overs or native gombeen capitalism;
to democratise industry and to promote the Comhar na gComhar-
san philosophy. Efforts to push us into the Common Market
will be rigorously resisted and a demand will be made for the
revoking of the Free Trade Area Agreement with England.

In the drafting of this programme our aim has been to outline a
social and economic system which would strike a balance between
Western individualistic capitalism with its poor and hungry amid‘ pl.enty
on the right and Eastern Soviet state capitalism (or any of its variations)
with its denial of freedom and human rights on the left. .

We hope this document will be widely reported, read and studied.

a

Coqstmctive criticism and comments will be welcomed because it is
real.lsed that as circumstances change, plans of this nature need to be
revised and changed.

“It is the duty of the nation to assure that every citizen shall have
opportunity to spend his or her strength and faculties in the
service of the people.

“In return for willing service we, in the name of the Republic,
declare the right of every citizen to an adequate share of the
produce of the nation’s labour.” (Democratic Programme of Ddil
Eireann, 1919).
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THE object of this publication is to show that Sinn Féin is not only
capable of looking forward to the future 32-County Republic and

projecting its features in broad outline, but also that it is proposed to

adopt a diversified struggle, on many fronts, in order to achieve it.

This programme will be said by some to be visionary. If it is visionary
to propose means whereby Ireland may support an expanding population
in increasing prosperity, cherishing all her children equally, then we are
in the tradition of the visionaries of 1916.

It will be said by others to be perhaps possible, but too difficult;
too many people benefit from the existing relationship with Britain; to
cut links would involve hardship. If cutting off the supply of patronage
money is hardship, then we promise hardship to those in receipt of it.
We also promise hardship to those who regard it as a God-given right
that they should be able to draw dividends from investments in the
British Empire. We are prepared to forego the alleged benefits of the
connection with Britain; we assert that these ‘benefits’ accrue only to
a small fraction of the population, and that their abolition would leave
us richer rather than poorer, in that it would enable us so to order
society that the whole working population would be producing wealth.

That this is possible may be proved by a simple sum: consider the
net subsidy paid to the Six Counties by England — about £150 million,
—and add to it the net income from overseas investments (i.e., gross
minus interest paid out to foreign investors here) which amounts to
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a_bout £30 million. This gives a measure of the benefit from the connec-
tion accruing to a minority of the population. Now consider the bene-
fit from breaking the connection; an extra 150,000 people at work at
existing levels of productivity would increase the national income by
over £180 million.

'Ijhis exposes the connection with Britain for what it is; a device for
enriching the rich and keeping the poor in poverty. As a nation, by
foregoing the alleged benefits we would be no worse off, but, in fact,
better off in that we would have full employment in an expanding
economy.

Why does Britain pay the subsidy? Because she considers it worth her
while to pay out British taxpayers’ money to keep Ireland divided and
safe for British investors to draw profits. Also, by keeping Ireland divided,
and by the device of imposing a unified financial system, she ensures
that the bulk of the Irish economic surplus (the savings of the Irish
people) is syphoned off and used to develop the British economy.

Thus, the nature of the connection goes much deeper than simply
the occupation by foreign troops. It is therefore necessary to resist the
forces of the connection in whatever form they manifest themselves:
to broaden the scope of the national movement to include a conscious,
organised economic resistance to the laws of imperialist economics which
are keeping our country underdeveloped.

The ideas sketched here will be developed further in the sections
which follow. These take the form of a sketch of things as they are now,
followed by an indication of the changes that would be likely to be in-
troduced under a 32-County Sinn Féin Government.

It remains to indicate the lines along which Sinn Féin may win the
support of the majority of the Irish people for the realisation of its
objectives. It is clear that resistance to the British forces of occupation
in the Six Counties is alone insufficient. It will be necessary to develop
the unity of the people around a programme of economic resistance to
the non-military aspects of imperialist interference in Ireland. By this
means it will be possible to safeguard the livelihood of the people, to
frustrate the plans for a completely export-oriented, dependent, in-
dustrial economy on the East coast, and at major seaports, with the rest
of the country a depopulated ‘tourists’ paradise’, and to build up an
institutional structure which will foreshadow certain state organs of the
future Republican Government.

Thus there are two totally opposed concepts of Ireland in the future.
On the one hand there is the Republican concept of a united, independent
nation with its own independent financial system, planning the invest-
ment of its economic surplus in such a way as to give full employment
with an expanding economy, trading in a diversified manner with a large
number of different countries to mutual benefit, including Britain, with
which relations will at last be regularised, and assuming for the first
time its rightful place as the leader of the ex-colonial nations in the
struggle against imperialism.

On the other hand there is the Leinster House concept of a depopu-
lated countryside producing beef, with isolated islands of precarious
prosperity in the coastal urban areas, containing a few large factories
manned by a declining work force producing with increasing degree of
antomation specialised consumer goods for export, well-developed ports
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to handle a substantial import/export trade, a well organised system for
syphoning off potential discontent by subsidised emigration, an educa-
tional system tailored to fit the emigrant for work abroad. This con-
cept excludes the Six Counties which will remain an economically de-
pressed area dependent on British subsidies for its survival.

The choice for every Irishman worthy of the name is clear.

How therefore do we attain our objective ?

Ever since Tone, Republicans have always recognised that the only
ultimate factor influencing the imperialists is force or the threat of
force. They have also recognised the necessity for political organisation
and agitation in order to harness effectively the forces of opposition to
imperialism. It is also both possible and desirable to organise resistance
to the imperialist economic forces, which, in the whole country, derive
from the military occupation of part of it.

This new departure has the advantage that since the imperial economic
forces apply throughout the whole country, every Republican, and in-
deed every Irishman can fight them on his home ground in his own
area.

It also has the advantage that it suggests means whereby the Protestant
working class, once the beneficiary of patronage, but now condemned
to or threatened with the dole both in Belfast and in areas west of the
Bann, may be won to support national objectives, thus undermining the
basis of Unionist power in the Six Counties.

Just as working people organise themselves into trade unions in order
to defend themselves against that economic force which tends to depress
their wages, so the Irish Nation must organise itself in such a way as
to defend itself against those economic forces associated with the
imperial system which tend towards its depopulation and impoverishment.

Since the task of organising the nation to defend itself against the
imperial economic assault is beyond the ability of either partition adminis-
tration, even should it wish to do so, and since the 26-County adminis-
tration has abandoned explicitly the half-hearted resistance that it once
affected, this task must become the prime responsibility of the Republican
Movement.

Failure to undertake this task will allow the completion of the process
initiated in the Famine times, the transfer of our rural population to the
industrial cities of the oppressor, will allow the smaller of our industries
to be closed down, and the larger to be bought up, automated and run
in the imperial interest by a declining work force. Ireland would be
reduced to be a nation of renters, hoteliers and gillies.

Sporadic resistance to this process has already broken out in the
Western parts of the country. This resistance must be organised into an
Economic Resistance Movement, the weapons of which are the Co-
operative and the Trade Union.

The present unorganised resistance contains the following elements
which are, in the main, conscious only of their immediate objectives
and do not see their struggle as part of a national movement. The task
of the Economic Resistance Movement will be to make the national
objectives clear to the people concerned and to raise the level of f;he
present spontaneous activity to that of consciously establishing a Resist-
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ance Ef:onomy independent of the imperial economy, except for mutually
beneficial trading relations, where these are possible,

The elements are:—

(1) Farmers’ co-operative trading organisations. These engage in bulk
purchase of fertilisers, seeds, etc., and contract marketing of produce in
such a way as to by-pass middlemen’s profits. As well as increasing farm
incomes and making more money available for the purchase of manu-
factured goods by farmers, this process reduces the role in the rural
economy of middlemen's profits, which tend to find their way ultimately
into foreign investment rather than native industrial investment.

(2) Farmers’ co-operative production projects. These are mainly co-
operative creameries, or tend to arise out of the trading organisations
being financed by them, or else tend to arise in response to the possi-
bility of obtaining vegetable contracts with the Irish Sugar Company.

(3) Fishermen’s coroperatives. These also have based their recent
breakthrough on getting control of a share of their trade and making
it localised rather than Dublin-centred.

(4) Industrial Producer Co-operatives and Consumer Co-operatives.
(5) Co-operative financial ventures such as Credit Unions.

(6) Trade Unions, which in some industries, both North and South,
are fighting a tenacious rearguard action with regard to redundancies.
This action has not yet assumed any national consciousness but is
objectively national in content.

(7) Local industry, which may or may not be co-operatively owned,
but which is kept going by the business offered by local agricultural co-
operatives, as for example, a mill kept going by orders for poultry and
pig-feed from a local co-operative.

(8) State sponsored industries such as are concerned with sugar,
alcohol and processed vegetables are under existing circumstances playing
a useful role in developing an independent economy. They represent the
fruits of a period when the 26-County administration concerned itself
to a limited extent with economic development in the national interest.
This period is now over. The existence of state industries serving the
needs of the people is anathema to the British monopolists. In proportion
as imperial economic penetration builds up in accordance with the
26-County administration’s policy of putting Ireland up for sale, the
existence of the state sector of industry will become increasingly pre-
carious. Small units will be in danger of closure, so that their pattern
of production can be made to conform with the imperial interests.

The workers and management of the state sponsored industries are
therefore potentially part of the Economic Resistance Movement.
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The objectives of the Economic Resistance Movement, based on the
above elements, must therefore be as follows:—

(1) To develop agricultural co-operatives whose first step will be to
gain control over trade and then to plough back the profits of trade
into increased production.

(2) To develop a vigilance network so that any threatened closure
of local industry will be met by the timely formation of a co-operative
to raise the necessary funds both locally and by appealing to other areas
and emigrant organisations, so that the local industry may be purchased
and kept going as a co-operative enterprise. Refusal to sell out at a
fair price can be countered by suitable local and national action, of
such a nature as to redeem the price the foreigner is willing to pay.

(3) The development of links with the Trade Union Movement so
that any threatened economic war by imperialist interests in the same
industry would be defeated by the organised workers in the industry, by
suitably organised actions,

(4) The development of the nation-wide ‘Buy Irish’ campaign into a
national publicity campaign for support of the specific products of the
Economic Resistance Movement, as well as Irish products in general.

(5) The development of a centralised co-operative trade organisation
with the objective of facilitating trade between the various sectors of
the ERM, to handle in an organised manner the trade between the ERM
and those sectors of the imperial economy with which fair trade is
possible, to protect the members of the ERM from the need to enter
into trading agreements loaded against them, and to explore the possi-
bility of entering into trade agreements with the Consumer Co-Operative
Movement in Britain and in Irish cities, especially Belfast. To develop a
foreign trade section, whose object would be to develop trade links
with countries other than Britain, especially with the emerging African
nations, with which direct trade routes should be established. (Present
links go via Britain), This foreign trade section to assume the role of
agent for any firm wishing to develop non-British trade links, and to
foreshadow an organ of the future Sinn Féin Government, fulfilling a
role at present inadequately fulfilled by Céras Trdchtdla.

(6) The development of a co-operative financial system, including
insurance, so that the financial resources of the ERM may be centralised
and applied to its own expansion.

The central idea of the ERM is to replace the investor’s greed for
private profit, which is of such a character that it is not invested _in
anything which gives less than the average return on investment avail-
able within the imperial system, by the creative energy of the ordinary
common people in the rural and urban areas, who will find means.of
making a viable economy without the need for the investment capital
to yield the average imperial rate of profit to outsiders. . )

The Economic Resistance Movement must also organise itself to
oppose effectively the purchase of land by fo_reigners. Such purchas_es
may, for example, be countered by the formation of co-operatives, rais-
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ing capital locally and through emigrants’ organisations for the purchase
of farms as units, and their co-operative working as units by local
farmers’ sons who wish to return from abroad.

It is also important that the pcople concerned with this Resistance
Movement never lose sight of the national objectives and never become
complacent on the basis of minor initial successes. The imbuing of the
movement with a national consciousness must be the responsibiiity of
Sinn Féin.

( This short sketch of the Economic Resistance idea outlines the extent
.to which the Sinn Féin Social and Economic Programme can be put into

system.

[eﬁect here and now even within the context of the existing political

In the sections which follow it will be noted that the level of detail
varies. There will be certain areas where the detail suggested will be
considerable, while other areas will be quite sketchy. Broadly speaking,
details are to be regarded as tentative and illustrative. The broad pic-
ture is the main thing; in the real world the detail will be influenced
by the situation of the moment.
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Finance

THE purpose of a financial system is to provide, as well as a medium

of exchange, a fund of credit whereby the economic surplus may be
re-invested, thus enabling the economy to expand. The latter purpose
at present is not being fulfilled.

The Irish financial system is integrated with that of England. It con-
sists of a banking sector and an insurance sector; there is also a Central
Bank under the 26-County administration whose function is purely
nominal.

In order of strength of connection with Britain the leading Banks
(controlling over 80% of the assets of the business) rate as follows:—

(A) The Northern Bank and the Belfast Banking Company have been
merged into one bank called the Northern Bank Limited, which is a
wholly-owned subsidiary of the Midland Bank in England. The Ulster
Bank is now owned by another English Bank, the Westminster Bank.

(B) The Bank of Ireland Group extends throughout the 32 Counties.
Its Directors’ other interests are mainly in old-established firms dating
from Act of Union conditions. The Group includes the National Bank
of Ireland, the Hibernian Bank and the Chase & Bank of Ireland (Inter-
national). This latter bank is owned jointly by the Bank of Ireland and
the Chase Manhattan Bank in America.

(C) The Allied Irish Banks consist of the Munster & Leinster Bank,
the Provincial Bank and the Royal Bank. They are independently owned
by Irish interests but pursue a policy in conformity with that laid down
by the others which constitute the dominant force. L

Thus, the whole banking system is based on absolute domination and
is integrated with the British banking system.
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The Insurance business is completely in the hands of the British
Companies in the Six Counties and mostly so in the 26. The Irish and
New Ireland Assurance Companies constitute a breach in an otherwise
all-British structure. The former is state owned. They have consistently
pursued a policy of investment in Irish industry. Together they control
about 15% of the total insurance market.

Thus, firms controlling 8—10% only of the assets of the financial
system as a whole (banking and insurance taken together) have oriented
themselves towards investment in Irish Industry. The remainder has
consistently pursued a policy of investing its assets in British securities
(in the case of the banks) and British equities (in the case of the British-
owned insurance companies).

This is the major contributory cause of the failure of the 26-County
economy to expand up to 1959. The savings of the Irish people, instead
of being put to work in Ireland, are syphoned off into Britain.

The post-1959 ‘boom’ is due (a) to relaxation of control of foreigners
investing in Ireland, (b) to the actual subsidisation of such investment
at the taxpayers’ expense. Not only is the country being sold out, but
we, the people, are subsidising the price out of our own pockets !

When the English pound notes were called in (in 1926) and Irish ones
were substituted, the English pounds were lodged in London to act as
100% cover for the Irish note issue. The present function of the Central
Bank is to administer this fund, and to keep it in step with the Irish
note issue. A small fraction of the 100% cover is now held in dollars as
an empty gesture of ‘independence.” The existence of this 1009% ‘Note
Fund’ (as it is called) is an effective guarantee against any genuinely
independent measures ever being taken by the Dublin Government.
Typical of the servility of Merrion Street financial thought is the fact
that it is considered necessary to insure 1009% against the eventuality
that every Irishman might simultaneously wish to convert Irish to
English money !

The present Act of Union financial system, as well as syphoning off
Irish savings via banking and insurance into British investment, also
facilitates private investors who wish to put their money into imperial
interests. Much trading on the London Stock Exchange is done from
Dublin; the financial pages of the Irish papers are a witness to this.

In fact, between banking, insurance and private investors in both
parts of the country, well over £1,000,000,000 is held as foreign assets
by persons and firms based in Ireland.

This link is strengthening; each takeover of an Irish firm by a British
monopoly in a two-way transaction; British money comes in to buy up
Irish firms, after which the Irish ex-owners invest the purchase money
outside Ireland.

A Sinn Féin Government having jurisdiction over the whole 32-County
area would proceed to the establishment of a genuinely independent
Irish currency, based on the productive capacity of the Nation. Inter-
national payments would be made with gold rather than sterling.

A National Development Fund would be set up, to which would be
contributed all foreign assets at present idle. This Fund would be
administered by a National Financial Authority who would see to it
that this foreign exchange ‘nest-egg’ was correctly invested into certain
strategically chosen capital goods.
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The ‘idle foreign assets’ referred to above are:—
(a) The Note Fund.

(b) A substantial part (possible 75%) of the individual banks’ external
assets at present held in Britain for trade purposes. Centralisation of
these assets alone would enable them to be reduced substantially, and
still give the same degree of buffering against trade fluctuations as at
present. Reduction of trade fluctuations, by exercising control over trade
would enable the centralised assets to be reduced still further. The
surplus sterling bank assets would be transferred to the National De-
velopment Fund against an issue of Irish Government Bonds. The total
bank assets would remain unchanged, except that a greater fraction
would be held in Irish securities.

The National Financial Authority would take over and extend the
functions of the present Central Bank. It would have at its disposal a
substantial fraction of the investment funds generated internally within
the economy, would be responsible for the stability of the independent
currency, and would function so as to regulate the amount of credit
available in accordance with the needs of the expanding economy. In
proportion, as the initial investment of ‘nest-egg’ foreign exchange be-
came exhausted the National Financial Authority would become in-
creasingly dependent on internally generated savings, which would by
then, however, have become more substantial, thanks to the initial in-
jection of productive capital.

The National Financial Authority would be directly responsible to
An Ddil. It would consist of the nationalised banking and insurance
system, re-organised and under democratic control, in order to serve
the national needs instead of the needs of imperial monopolies. No
other lending houses except those allowed by the State would be
permitted to operate.

The Balance of Payments would be regulated by letting the Irish
currency unit find its own level in accordance with the needs of trade.
This would probably result in a revalued currency unit.

The regulation of the balance of payments by revaluation would be
superior to the present method which operates in both parts of the
country; restriction of the Irish market for cheap imports from Britain
by a differential unemployment rate, supplemented slightly in the 26
Counties by tariffs and quotas. Cheap imports are of little use to the
unemployed. Devaluation would act as an automatic universal tariff.
It would only affect the cost of living in so far as this depended on
import content. Thus, basic food, clothing and housing would be little

nged in price in the home market.

The Stock Exchange would be restricted to the role of raising finance
or the private sector of the Irish economyXTrading in foreign shares
would be forbidden. Legislation would be intrdduced curbing speculative
unproductive acquisition of wealth by individuals, but favouring raising
capital for new productive ventures. "

The interest rate on loans would be used as an instrument of economic
planning by the National Financial Authority. Strategically important
sectors of the economy would receive cheaper credit.

The National Debt would be honoured in full, at its present level, 1'3ut
it would become relatively less important, as future government financing
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yvould become independent of loans from private bodies. It would
ln'stead depend on direct control of the credit structure via the National
Financial Authority, coupled with the direct control of re-investment of
th_e economic surplus by a National Development Authority set up for
this purpose. Current Government expenditure would be met out of
taxation in full.

Import of capital would be controlled and foreign domination of any
sector prevented. Foreign land purchase and export of capital by nationals
would be forbidden. Income from existing privately owned external
assets would be taxed heavily. Retired foreigners wishing to settle here
may have this rule waived.

Credit Unions will be developed and extended on a local basis and
will enjoy the right, now denied to them, of financing local community
projects. Co-operative banks will also be developed, representative of
such interests as the Trade Unions and Farmers’ organisations.

The whole taxation structure will be reformed fundamentally. The
basic unit for the payment of tax will be the firm or organisation rather
than the individual; income tax will be restricted to the professional,
managerial and other high income strata, distinction as at present being

made between earned and unearned income. The objectives of taxation
will be:—

(1) To finance the State

(2) To re-distribute wealth.

(3) To favour initiative and enterprif},"
(4) To act as a planning instrumen\t/ :

The basic tax will be a selective turnover tax, levied on production
and services. The tax would fall less heavily on industries producing the
basic necessities. (The definition of ‘necessity’ is likely to change as the
economy develops). All industries will pay some tax; this will vary both
on the above principle and on a regional basis according as it is desired
to encourage industrial development in particular industries or regions.

Thus, the basic taxation policy will be to allow the provision of cheap
necessities (food, clothing, housing, public transport, books, education,
also the means of increasing productivity, tools, machines). Central funds
will be channelled towards underdeveloped areas as a matter of policy.

Co-operative industry and agriculture will be favoured by tax con-
cessions; private industry will be encouraged to reward workers’ pro-
ductive initiative by bonuses linked to productivity, and ultimately to
convert to co-operative ownership.

The high tax on unearned incomes would be scaled down in the case of
retired people who have no earned income. This may have the effect
of encouraging retired foreigners to settle here, which form of perma-
nent tourism would benefit the balance of payments and help the
economy generally.
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Industry

THE industrial wealth of Ireland is characterised by the domination
of its ‘commanding heights’ by British owned firms, or by firms with
substantial interests in Britain.

Dominating the Six-County economy are Gallahers, Harland and Wolff,
and Shorts, all outright British owned. Of the linen firms, few still re-
main independent; the industry is in decline and the Linen Thread Co.
of Glasgow is buying firms up one by one, while others are closing down.
Scotch whisky firms have dominated and crushed the Six-County dis-
tillers. The price of survival for the Six-County linen industry has been
the flotation of shares on the London market (e.g. ‘Old Bleach’ Linen
Co.) and/or the setting up of subsidiaries in Britain (e.g. Kinnaird
Textiles).

To find firms with purely native ownership it is necessary to go to
less than £100,000 capital. Here about 1,000 small firms exist, 90% of
which have independent ownership. These control about a quarter to
a third of industrial capital.

So discriminatory is the Unionist structure that the rise of a Catholic
property-owning class has been substantially prevented. Scrutiny of the
names of the Directors of even the smallest firms (£10,000 to £30,000
capital) suggests perhaps 10—159% Catholic ownership, this being confined
effectively to building contracting and small-scale retailing. Thus patron-
age in employment is a powerful weapon for keeping the Protestant
working-class ‘loyal’ to Unionist mythology, even against its own true
interests. Similarly, patronage of the small ‘independent’ firms by the
British-owned giants is a factor which prevents the emergence of national
mindedness in the smaller Protestant property-owning class. This patron-
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age ultimately results in takeover; independent small property is unable
to resist the economic power of the monopolies and is in decline.

The 26-County economy is dominated by a small group of old-
established firms; Guinness, Jacobs, Carrolls, Gouldings and Sunbeam
Wolsey, typify this group. All have subsidiaries or associates in Britain.
Their directorships interlock with each other and with the financial
structure. The policy of all these firms, having saturated the home
market, is expansion by building factories in Britain (and the Empire
in the case of Guinness) rather than diversification within the Irish
economy. The Sunbeam Wolsey-Unidare-Pye complex is an exception to
this; however, this diversification is in association with British mono-
poly-capital and is of a secondary nature (research and development is
done in Cambridge; production in Ireland uses cheap Irish labour and
middle-management).

Some sectors of the Irish economy are dominated by British sub-
sidiaries (Dunlops, Ranks in the flour milling, Fry-Cadbury, the petro-
leum distributors).

An appreciable sector is dominated by State owned or sponsored
industries ; ESB, CIE, and the Sugar Company being among the largest.

The firms named account for about half of the assets of the 26-
County public companies; they, therefore, may be regarded as the
‘commanding heights’ of the economy.

Significantly, recent growth rates indicate that following trends:—

(1) Small, nationally owned firms are in decline and are being taken
over.

(2) The larger firms of the state sector are barely holding their own.

(3) The British associated or dominated sector is growing rapidly
(Guinness, Gouldings, Fry-Cadbury, Rank) as are other foreign-owned
firms (Shannon Industrial Zone).

Thus, the condition for rapid growth at present is to be integrated with
the British economy. The trend is towards increasing specialisation under
the control of British firms, a process the end-product of which is a Six-
County type economy.

Looking at Irish industry from the angle of products, one can make
a broad classification as follows: (a) industry based on local raw materials,
(b) industries based mainly on skill and technical ability, (c) building and
construction. There is also the classical subdivision into Producers and
Consumers goods.

The outstanding features of the present divided economy are:—

(1) Distortion of the Producers Goods Industries (based mainly in
the Six-County area) in the direction of supplying specialised products,
for which demand is highly unstable, to the English market. Under-
development of the Producers’ Goods Industries in the 26-County area,
despite State subsidy of foreign ventures.

(2) Failure to develop agriculture-based industries to any great extent,
owing to the British economic pressure for agriculture to specialise in
the export of live cattle, This holds for both areas. The Sugar Company
is beginning to reverse this trend in the 26-County area by proving that
possibilities exist for industrial processing of agricultural raw materials
in areas other than the East coast. Another important agriculture based
industry is distilling.
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It is noteworthy that most of the older-established East-coast food-
processing firms are British owned (e.g. Batchelors) and as such are,
of course, not interested in Irish social-economics, development of under-
developed regions, etc. Similarly the mills, which are dominated by the
Rank organisation, are operating a centralisation policy which puts their
own profits before local social needs; the social capital to be written
off does not enter the balance-sheet when a mill closure is decided.

Dairying is largely in the hands of old-established co-operatives which,
by and large, have shown little enterprise and few have diversified into
the other lines of business open to them, such as cheese manufacture.
The reason for this may perhaps be traced to the dead hand of the
British Ministry of Agriculture, under whose auspices they were formed,
in Sir Horace Plunkett’s time., This however requires analysis.

Bacon production, once an important export, has fallen on evil days,
owing to a highly variable product. This is a result of lack of scientific
control. A variable price has deterred producers. There are signs of
improvement here, largely due to the work of the Agricultural Institute.
The belated establishment of this body, a generation later than its
European equivalents, is an illustration of the lack of attention paid
to scientific research in Ireland.

(3) Failure to develop native industrial ‘know-how’; neglect of poten-
tial ‘know-how’ (in the form of scientifically trained people) which is
produced in abundance for export by our universities. Failure to build
up an adequate indigenous research and development.framework in which
economically important discoveries and inventions might be brought to
fruition (Norway, with the same population, spends ten times what we
do on applied science). The cult of the ‘foreign expert.” Any ‘know-how
based’ industry at present in Ireland, of a foreign subsidiary, invariably
depends on the parent company for its scientific research and develop-
ment. There is, therefore, insufficient basis on which to grow a native
applied-scientific tradition; there are not enough people doing scientific
research to generate the necessary intellectual atmosphere. It is interest-
ing to speculate how the Ferguson Tractor might have been developed
by an Irish-oriented Belfast engineering industry, in order to revolu-
tionise small-farm agriculture. .

(4) Industries based on extracted mineral wealth are sacrlﬁce;d to a
policy of sale of rights to foreign concerns, whose sole concern 1s_rap1d
exploitation when world prices are high, followed by mneglect if the
price drops. The melancholy history of Avoca may yet be repeated at
Tynagh and other places. i )

(5) Relative backwardness of the Building Industry as regards stability
and conditions of employment, as well as the use of modern m'ethods.
This contributes to the high cost of housing, although in this t.he interest
rate is the dominant factor. A small number of highly x.ngchqmsed, large-
scale building firms exist; these are associated with Bru':xsl.l interests and
are at present making large profits out of Fhe rgbmlghng of central
Dublin in the Imperial image. The same situathn exists in Belfas;; large
office-blocks for importers’ offices are replacing older industrial-type
bu’}}lcll;n g?;xn Féin Government’s programme for industry will have as its
central principle that control over the further growth of the economy
shall be in the hands of the people.
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It will, therefore, be necessary for the Government to obtain a con-
trolling interest in the ‘commanding heights’ firms or key industries. The
policy of the managements of these firms will then be to improve the
performance of the economy as a whole rather than to maximise the
profit of the individual firm, as at present. Likewise, the policy will not
be to stamp out competitors, but to enable a rational structure within
each industry to be obtained, taking into account local and national
needs.

7 Firms which make reasonable efforts to orient themselves tow

ational economy will be left in private hands.
By this is meant the pursuit of a policy of low dividends to share-
holders, high rates of internal development based on undistributed profits,
a substantial portion of which should be spent on scientific research
and development co-operatively within the industry (on the lines possibly
of the Research Associations in Britain). State incentives would favour
co-operative enterprises as the most socially desirable.

The investment programme will be planned with the aid of the National
Development Authority and financed by means of the undistributed
profits of the state-directed commanding heights of the economy, by
State-created credit under the control of the National Financial
Authority, by means of the external assets as re-organised for the pur-
pose, and by foreign loans if necessary.

The Engineering industry will be modified and re-equipped in such a
way as to enable it to manufacture products necessary for the mecha-
nisation and control of most of the agricultural and industrial operations
carried out in the 32-County economy.

Ship-building capacity will be retained and used to build and equip
a merchant fleet large enough to carry the bulk of our trade; this will
be an expanding and diversified trade with countries other than Britain,
so that a substantial fleet will be needed. Revaluation of Irish currency
could render ship-building for the export market highly competitive. But
the main line for expansion of the heavy engineering industry will be
in the direction of supplying the needs of the 32-County economy for
mining and ore processing equipment, reactor vessels for the expanding
chemical industry, mechanical handling equipment, heavy commercial
vehicles, etc. The aircraft industry, as well as developing a work-horse
type low-cost high-load plane suitable for internal freight and bus-type
passenger transport in developing countries, would diversify
naturally towards manufacturing automatic process control equipment of
a relatively simple type directed at the needs of the developing
countries, our own of course in the first place, as well as more sophisti-
cated electronic equipment for the more advanced sectors of our own
economy.

The motor vehicle industry, at present consisting of a diversity of
small assemblers, will be integrated in such a way as to produce a small
number of basic types adapted to the needs of the people, rather than
to the imagined needs of the status-conscious, copied from the imperialist
rat-race society. Modular construction devices will be adopted in order
to get adequate variety with a few standard mass-produc.e.d elements.

The philosophy behind vehicle design will be durability, safety, re-
liability and comfort, rather than speed and built-in obsolescence as at
present. A suitable public transport vehicle will be developed for the
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rqral areas. Tractor production will be similarly integrated and ration-
alised. An export trade will be developed of a suitable type of vehicle,
adapted to small farm economics, to the under-developed economies,
whose needs will overlap with ours in many ways.

Similarly, agricultural and horticultural machinery production is cap-
able of considerable development. The use of electricity and compressed
air as motive power for labour-saving equipment adapted for use over
small areas (an acre or two) is in its infancy and should be developed
rapidly with the aid of scientific research.

The electrical industry, similarly, will be oriented towards the needs
of industrialising the nation and equipping its agriculture. Basic units
such as electric motors will be standardised, avoiding the situation which
exists in Britain where a multiplicity of firms make units that are not
interchangeable. Portable power-tools will be developed, for all indus-
tries which at present depend on manual crafts, especially the building
industry.

Considerable engineering research effort will be put into the stan-
dardisation and modernisation of all industrial equipment, in order to
reduce breakdown delays and spare part stock-holding problems.

The extractive industries will be developed beyond the present role
of production of ore for export. Refining will be done on the spot and
an associated chemical industry will be built up. The rate of production
of non-ferrous metals will be geared to the needs of the economy, with
a modest surplus for export if this proves to be advantageous, instead
of allowing wild-cat get-rich-quick speculative exploitation as at present,
The coal-mining industry will be modernised; techniques and equipment
adapted to thin-seam mining will be imported and adapted. The Geologi-
cal Survey will be expanded and equipped in such a way as to improve
rapidly the knowledge of the nation’s mineral resources. The present
level of knowledge is based largely on old work, before modern methods
became available, and relates only to surface rocks. Irish geologists
and geo-physicists will be invited to return from abroad to contribute
to the national effort, which will include development of sea-bed gas
resources. There will be no need for foreign experts; our people are
the experts in many foreign countries.

Agriculture-based industries will be developed in proportion as agricul-
tural production is diversified away from live cattle; the dead meat
trade will be developed, with the northern European and tropical coun-
tries (where meat production is a problem). Bones will go towards fer-
tiliser production, reducing our needs for imported phosphates. Offal
will form a basis for a pharmaceuticals industry (already successfully
initiated at Roscrea). Vegetable processing will be developed along the
lines initiated by the Sugar Company, especially in the Western parts of
the country. . ]

The distilling industry will be among those to be nationalised and
will be fully developed in the National interest.

The economics of local steel production will assume a dif’feren_t appear-
ance with a 32-County economy supporting a heavy engineering .mdustry.
The logical place for this would be Derry with its port, direct rail
links with the rest of the country, and relative proximity to’Belfa-st.
The economics of Haulbowline are already marginally sound. With Irish
currency at its natural level the picture would become more favourable.
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The planning of industrial development would be such as to avoid
centres of population exceeding (say) half a million, to provide a number
of well-spaced large industrial centres, providing a steady baseload of
heavy freight for the rail network, and a high level of inter-urban business
express passenger traffic.

The building industry would be re-organised in such a way as to
give a steady employment to its work-people. The level of skill would
be raised by means of education and training. Voluntary amalgamation
of Trade Unions would be encouraged, the objective being the develop-
ment of skilled building craftsmen, with wide technical knowledge, adapt-
able to the use of new methods and new materials. (Otherwise what
would plasterers do when plastic panelling becomes universal?) In this
process, training will be universal, there would be no redundancy, wages
and productivity would increase.

Co-operative builders’ groups will be encouraged to develop to supple-
ment the small contractor. The larger contracting firms would come
under Government control.

Stability of employment will have absolute priority. Salaries and
wages will be on the basis of equal pay for equal work as between men
and women.

While Tourism can be a very important factor in the economic life
of the country, neither the nation as a whole nor any particular locality
should be so geared as to be solely dependent on tourism for prosperity.
Dependence on outside factors should be kept to a minimum.

Tourism can sap the independence and strength of character of the
people and is not a dependable source of income because it can be
adversely affected by weather, wars, depressions or transport strikes.

In an expanding, diversified economy, however, tourism can be safely
built up as a method of gaining foreign currency. Tourism will be en-
couraged by cheap air and shipping fares. Foreign owned hotels and
holiday camps will be nationalised. A standard scale of services and
charges will be laid down by the State Tourist Board and suitable pro-
motion undertaken both at home and abroad.
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Agriculture

THE ownership of agricultural land is unevenly distributed among the

population of both parts of the country. About 60% of the agricul-
tural holdings are of 30 acres (12 hectares) or less, while less than a
tenth of the holdings are of 100 acres (40 hectares) or more. The latter
group in the Six Counties occupies 20% of the land; in the 26 Counties
it accounts for 36 % of the land.

In both parts of the country most holdings are small and there is
still a lot of land in large holdings, despite the activities of the Land
Commission. The trend is for the small holdings to be amalgamated and
their owners to emigrate, so that the middle group is increasing at the
expense of the small group. The large group is stable.

Not only is the land inadequately distributed, but also the type of
farming practised helps the robbery of the small producer in order to
line the pockets of the large. The staple product of Irish agriculture,
store cattle, is the instrument of this process. The production of this
commodity is so ordered that the costly and risky operation of rearing
calves is carried out largely by the small farmers in the North-West, West
and South, while the large farmers finish the process with maximum gain
and minimum risk and labour.

Thus, there is an inter-regional pattern of exploitation, which functions
within the overall British-imposed pattern of national exploitation,
whereby Ireland as a whole is kept economically dependent on Britain.
This structure also encourages the growth of a merchant element which
preys on agricuture as a whole, thriving on seasonal and regional price
differences. Thus, the social structure for the whole country has wide
regional variations; by and large the ranches, which are the main bene-
ficiaries of the present system, are situated in the East and the small
holdings in the West.

Agricultural Trade Unionism is strong in the East, among the workers
on the large estates. This accounts for the idea, prevalent in Labour
circles, that the farmer is basically an employer and, therefore, has
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nothing in common with the urban workers. In fact, however, two thirds
of the agricultural population enjoy a standard of living ranging from
modest to absolute impoverishment. :

‘Agriculture in the Six Counties enjoys a higher level of income than
does that of the 26 Counties. This may be attributed to the greater
emphasis placed on dairying, as well as to the high level of subsidy
enjoyed.

The main feature of Irish agriculture, in farms of all sizes, is its vari-
ability of productive level. By and large, the more land a man has, the
less per acre he gets from it. The pure grass-land large farm (ranch) is
the least productive of all. Yet the pattern of production imposed by the
live cattle trade perpetuates this wasteful type of land usage.

It is quite possible to obtain a family income of over £1,500 per year
on a 30 to 40 acre (12 to 16 hectares) farm of moderate land. Large farmers
having 1,000 acres (400 hectares) or so who farm at this level of intensity
employ perhaps 100 men and are equivalent to an industrial firm with
perhaps a quarter of a million to a million pounds capital.

The basic problems which prevent all farming being at this level of
intensity, with corresponding increase in the national income, are (a)
the uncertainties and fluctuations associated with the marketing struc-
ture, (b) the technical problems presented by farm management, (c) lack
of capital to invest in elementary amenities such as piped water, as well
as basic requirements such as fertilisers. The relatively few farmers who
have been able to scrape together capital sufficient to make use of
available state grants have prospered. The rest continue to exist in
poverty on emigrants’ remittances or have emigrated themselves, letting
their land on conacre. “The absentee landlord” has assumed a new
meaning.

The relatively few successful farmers who have managed despite
everything to prosper on small or medium farms have done so by the
following means:—

1. Investment of all available personal and government grants capital.

2. Establishment of a farm plan diversified enough for the various
activities to complement one another, but not so diversified that the
various activities interfere with each other and dissipate the effort.

3, Taking advantage of all available government services (scientific
advice, artificial insemination, etc.)

4. Establishment of some control over market conditions by entering
into regular contracts (milk, beef, vegetables, wheat, barley, etc.)

5. The cultivation of a methodical attitude to the use of their own
time. (In industry this is known as “work study” and is imposed from
above). A good farmer working for himself does this as second nature,
considerably increasing his own productivity.

Despite this, the profit to be obtained from investment of capital and
effort into a farm is substantially less than that to be obtained by in-
vesting a corresponding amount of capital in industry. The reason for
this is that agricultural production is basically seasonal and supports
a stratum of merchants who live by exploiting the seasonal variations
in price. The farmer, therefore, on the average sells at a depressed price.
A further reason is that industrial capital tends to be grouped in larger
productive units and can take advantage of economies of scale.
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It is possible to overcome this chronic agricultural depression within
the existing framework to some extent. Two methods exist — the first,
State subsidy, is widely practised in Western Europe. This, by relatively
favou.ring the larger producers, has had the effect of developing an in-
dustrial-type agriculture, with considerable mechanisation, low wages,
high profits, high dependence on the chemical industry and declining
quality of produce.

The Irish agricultural price-structure is dominated by the existence
of subsidised industrial-type agriculture in Britain, so that its effective
independent development is prevented. The key factor in this dependence
is the store cattle trade. A subsidiary factor in the case of the Six
Counties is the fact that the farmers themselves benefit from the
relatively high subsidy. This subsidy is, of course, outside their control;
it depends on the whim of a foreign Government.

A further factor operating mainly in the 26-County area is the Dole,
on which large areas depend. This Dole is so regulated that it consti-
tutes a rural survival subsidy rather than an agricultural subsidy; in-
creased production, if achieved, is penalised by loss of Dole. A system
better adapted to perpetuating poverty would be hard to devise. Various
other rural services exist in the 26 Counties which are effectively subsi-
dised, such as rural electrification. The total rural subsidy in the 26
Counties, including also the butter export subsidy, is not so far off the
rate paid in the Six Counties as to be unworthy of comparison. Thus,

— the argument that the Six-County farmers would lose their suh<idies
if they came in with the 26 Counties is not so potent as it appears at
first sight.

It is, however, necessary to stress that Six/26-County comparisons
are irrelevant; both parts are stunted by Partition. The correct basis for
comparison is Six/26 versus 32 Counties. \The point here is ‘that the
united Republic would have a sufficiently well developed industrial sector
to be able to support agricultural subsidies on the European scale,

" should that method of raising agricultural production prove to be sound.
~ The second method of overcoming chronic agricultural depression is
- for the farmers to organise co-operatively in such a way as to control
their own marketing channels, and to establish direct and close’ links
with urban and export markets. Gains in farm income comparable with
the average Six-County subsidy have been obtained without difficulty
in the few areas where co-operative marketing of this type has been
established. Further gains are possible by co-operating in the use of
machinery and in production generally.

It is, therefore, possible in the short run for considerable gains to be
made, even within the existing framework, along co-operative lines. This
is a national objective, worthy of the full attention of the Republican
Movement; failure to proceed along these lines, as noted in the Intro-
duction, will allow rural and national decline to continue to the point
of national extinction. Development of this co-operative movement on a
32-County basis is likely to run into political obstacles, the overcoming
of which will raise the level of political consciousness of the people, and
render the unification of the Nation more rapidly possible.

A 32-County Sinn Féin Government, would be in a position to allocate
funds for agricultural investment into projects which would strengthen
the farmers’ own organisations and encourage the growth of production

»
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and marketing co-operatives, Guaranteed prices and market stability
wguld enable investment to be properly planned. Subsidies would be
tailored in such a way as to reward small-farm enterprise and to de-
velop a broad, well-balanced and diversified agriculture. The existing
‘Dole’ would be consolidated into a ‘depressed area’ subsidy which would
remain, irrespective of increase of production, becoming relatively less
important as the areas became economically awakened. (This latter point
is also a short-term objective, realisable by agitation within the present
framework, and with positive consequences for strengthening the
national co-operative movement if successful).

The 32-County Government would be concerned with the redistribu-
tion of land to those who needed it and were capable of working it,
Large farms at present at a low production level would be taken over,
There would be established a maximum amount of land to be owned
by any citizen. In all cases, where the state takes over land which is
naturally a productive unit, these would be leased to families who would
work them as co-operative units. These would act as pilot schemes to
help the spread of the co-operative idea.

The land of absentee landlords would be subject to compulsory pur-
chase by the state; where the absentee is an emigrant small farmer he
would be encouraged to return and participate in co-operative develop-
ment; if he did not wish to do so, he would be given the option of taking
the purchase price in the form of a pension fund for retirement to Ireland
when he wished. 3

The State would assume immediate control over marketing arrange-"
ments and would establish a guaranteed price system for all agricul-
tural produce. At the same time, the formation of marketing co-opera-
tives would be encouraged so that the profits at present enjoyed by

. merchants, (these often accumulate into personal fortunes which are in-

vested abroad against the national interest) would be ploughed back
into farm enterprises under co-operative control.

Existing scientific services (soil-testing, etc.) available to farmers would
be extended and popularised. Credit facilities at nominal interest rates
would be provided for farmers. The maximum support would be given
to the development of regional markets under co-operative control.
Likewise, the supply of local industry with suitable crops for processing
would be organised on a co-operative basis.

The pattern of production would be mainly oriented towards in-
tensive livestock production and fodder-crops, as well as horticultural
type developments. This is quite consistent with growing enough wheat
for the home market while a situation of underdevelopment exists in the
country. Cheap imports of such commodities would be in the national
interest only in a state of full development when they could be bought
with Irish exports without an adverse balance of trade. Meanwhile, the
trend would be to supply most needs of an expanding industrial home

. market and to export only certain specialist products commanding high

prices, such as processed food of all kinds and dead meat. :
It should be the aim of the 32-County Republican Government to in-
Grease rather than decrease the rural population, which stands at the
‘moment as the lowest in Europe. It would be socially desirable to en-
_courage village settlements rather than isolated individual farms.
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Fisheries

THE Fishing Industry, after a long period of decline, has begun to
increase its production again. This process has been based on the
growth of fishermen’s co-operatives employing boats- in the 30-50 ft.
(9-15 metres) class well adapted to inshore fishing based on a large
number of small fishing ports.

The 26-County Government, operating through a state-sponsored body
(An Bord Iascaigh Mhara) is making attempts to develop the industry,
but on a basis and in a direction considered to be unsound by the fisher-
men themselves.

Taking the advice of foreign experts, whose contacts when in the
country did not include spokesmen of the principal fishermen’s co-
operatives, the Bord has established a policy of calling a halt to the
supply of 30-50 ft (9-15 metres) boats and concentrating on boats con-
sidered by them to be large (70-90 ft.) (21-28 metres) in order allegedly
to build up “deep-sea” fishing, and to concentrate development on five
major ports only.

This policy is based on slavish imitation and misunderstanding of the
foreigners’ practice; this conmsists in building large boats to fish other
peoples’ waters (mainly ours and Iceland’s) their own already being well
exploited by a large fleet of small locally-based boats.

Our own waters, however, are so underdeveloped by our own efforts
that there is ample scope for considerable expansion of numbers of small
locally-owned boats; the need to concentrate capital immediately in
large boats is not evident.

The concentration policy, in fact, makes it more difficult for fisher-
men co-operatively to become owners of boats and favours an exploita-
tive industrial structure, with large boats, privately owned or State
owned and employing crews for wages. This favours the existing privately-
owned wholesale trading and fish-processing factory network, as might
be expected in view of the fact that these interests are represented on
the Bord, while the interests of the fishermen are not.
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The domination of the marketing structure by the private whole-
salers has had the effect of fostering disunity between Six-County and
26-County fishermen, the former on occasions having become locally
unpopular on the grounds that the landing of their catch at a 26-County
port has depressed the price. This, however, is a consequence of the
fishermen’s lack of control over their market, rather than any objective
conflict of interest between the two groups.

There is, therefore, scope, as an immediate objective, for a 32-County
fishermen’s co-operative organisation, to develop a co-operative market-
ing structure, with retail outlets, as well as co-operative local processing
establishments (smoking, salting, pickling, canning, etc.).

It would perhaps be advantageous to combine this with agricultural/
horticultural co-operative developments in the West, as the seasonal
character of the vegetable work might be made to interlock with fish-
processing in the off-season. An interlocking of the financial aspects of
the two co-operative groups would enable development funds to be
allocated in a productive manner on a scale impossible for either move-
ment separately.

While considerable possibilities exist for developing the industry by
local initiative and co-operative effort within the existing framework,
such efforts, as in the case of agriculture and forestry, are liable to
meet with political obstacles, due to the entrenchment of monied trade
and industrial interests in the political structure. HoweveR_the maximum
development of a national co-operative movement will constitute a step
towards the changing of the political structur%:;}t is therefore our policy
to give the maximum support to these develgbments.

Ultimately, a Sinn Féin Government will foster to the full the develop-
ment of local fishing fleets, local processing, boat-building etc., and will
recognise and give credit to all types of co-operative development. When
the inshore waters are adequately exploited by small locally owned boats,
a deep-sea fleet will be established, complete with factory ships, orien-
ted towards the fish-hungry export markets of central and eastern
Europe.

A Fisheries Research Institute will be established, whose task will be
to keep fish populations under constant surveillance, to develop and
adapt new methods of locating shoals, to look into methods of fish
farming, etc. A communication network will be established, so that trans-
port and marketing facilities can be made to adapt themselves to the
continually changing needs of the fishing fleets. The promotion and
popularisation of sea food will be given a high priority.

All fishing rights in inland lakes and waterways and within the terri-
torial waters of the nation will be vested in the National Government
acting as trustees for the Irish people and will be administered co-
operatively at local level. The right to fish and use these waters will be
granted to all citizens under licence. Adequate provision will be made
for the protection of our territorial waters from foreign poachers.
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