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ONE OF THE BETTER FEATURES
of a Sinn Fein Ard Fheis is that
it 1s an occasion on which the
leaders of the Republican Mavement
are practically forced to voice
-openly their opinions onh social,
political and economic matters.

This affords people like ourselves
the opportunity to assess changes,

if any, in the thinking of the
leadership, and thereby reevaluatg
our own pPosition vis-g-vis the

Republican Yovement.

THIS YEAR'S PRESIDENTIAL
Address touches on matters of pol-
itical, economic and historic con-
tent. Therefore it offers a rare
opportunity to appraise the intel-
lectual level of the man who are
considered the elite of the Move-
ment. In all praobability Tom Gill,
as President of Sinn Fein, had 2
ma jor say in  the wording of the
statement he read to the Convent-
ion. However, it would be unfair
to blame him entirely for its
contents, . because it undoubtingly
passed the scrutiny of his assac-
lates before being presented.

CONNOLLY MISQUOTED.

ALL OUR READERS SHOULD 3E AWARE
oy now that the SinmFgin "econo-
mists" consider it practical to
salvage our chaotic economic pos-
ition by developing a co-operative
system of land management in aress
cof low.yield; and Gy encouraging
the Ygrowth of credif unions and
by establishing a state banking
system so0 as to make agvailable
cheap «credit for both industrial
and agricultural development .
There .is nothing new in this idea;
idts. orifimal source can be gasily
traced%” - However, we will pass it
For +«the moment to first challenge
Mr. Gill on his unscrupulous man-
ipulation of the writings of
James. Connolly to give & revolut-
ionary’ base to Simn Fein's co-cp
policy.

WHEN EXPOUNDING ON SINN FEIN'S
latest fad, MmMr. Gill remarked:
"Many people tH#M that they have
no choice but to support zn unchr-
istian Capitalist and individual
ist system or to support an anti-
religious materialist and commun-

ist system. The alternative is
co-operativism  as; preached by
James Connolly -- t#st is co-opor-
ative control of the means oF
production, distribution and exch-
anges." He went on to clasim that

.- "Connolly said 'Socislism impligs

ORIAL

co-operative control by the

warkers .. of the machinery of pro-
duction; in the absence of such
control we have nought but State

Capitalism' ".

TO BEGIN, CONNOLLY WROTE:
"State ocwnership and control is
not necessarily socialism...but
the ownership by the state of all
the land and materials for labour,
combined with the co-operative
control by the workers aof such
land and materials would besocial
ism." By omitting the fundamental
necessity, state ownership, Mr.
Gill has placed an entirely diff-
erent meanling oOn coO-0perastive
control.

THE LAND CCG-OPERATIVE SYSTEM
being sponsored by Sinn Fein, is
similar to that which was advocated
by Horace Plunkett and associates
during the early years of the pre-
sent century, and which entailed
the collective management of a
group of private holdings. It is,
or should be, very obvious to all
that this isentirely different to
a land co-operative where the own-
ership of the land is vested in
the state, and 1its control and
managemgnt vested inthe community
working it.

IF MR. GILL IS5 WELL VERSED IN
the writings of James Connolly --
which we doubt very much -- he may
arque *that Connolly looked with
favour oOn-the co-operative activ-
ities of Plunkett. Yes! But things
must beretained in proper context
if we are to ascertain their true
meaning. Connolly considered the
Plunkett co-operstive .‘scheme a
positive contribution,in that its
functioning could very well awaken
the farming community to the
benefits of community ownership in
the Marxian sense, and thereby
pave the way to an acceptance of
socialism -- and let us not for-
get that James Connolly was aself-
proclaimed Marxist. However, it
was one thing for Connolly, the
socialist, to look with Favour on
the <co-operative schemes of an
apolitical movement; it would be
a different matter to expect his
approval were the same scheme
forwarded as a panacea for our
economic 1ills by a political mov-
ement styling itself revolutionary

NGO, MR GILL, yOU CANNOT
wangle a blessing for Sinn Fein's
co-operative schemes from the
writings of Jamss Connolly;unless,



of course, you misguote. On the
other hand, should you desire an
understandina of what Connolly
considered state ocwnership incom-
bination with the co-operativ
control by ths workers --and not:
the term WORKERS-- you should look
into both the =sgricultural and
industrial systems._as.functioning
in a 5051a11<t country. --We app-
reciate, of course, that any sys-
tem adopted in Ireland will have
to bedictated by Irish conditions.
But, an examination of a country
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such as China for instance will
at least give an opportunity to
understand what Connolly had in
mingd.

THE TROUBLE wITH SINN FEIN:

is that its leaders haves, 1n some
degree, come to appreciate the
capitalist «content of their crg-
anization's gconomic policies that
were inherited fromGriffitH. They
have a vague idea that these are
bad;but they actually do not know
yet why this is so. 0On the other
hand, they view sccialism through
bourgeois spectacles,so that they
Find it difficult to accept the
gconomic tenets of socialism as
an alternative to their old poli-
cies. Still, they cannot condemn
socialism Dufrihht; obviously it

has achieved s lot of good in many
areas. Hence the Derplex'ty which
Mr. Gill endeavours to solve by

saying "Communism...3s it has man-
ifested itself in many countries

..1s not an ideolcgy which would
commend itself to the Irish peopls.t
‘The ambiquity of this statement is
apparent. Is he issuing s blanket
condemnation of communism? Cr, is
he merely condemning that which
manifests itself inmany socialist

countries, as distinct from all
sociglist countries? Frankly, we
don't know.

THE SAME PERPLEXITY I35 EVINCED
in Mr. Cill's contention that Sinn
Fein wants nelther capitalism nor
socislism. They desirs something
suspended between both; they want
gconomic in-betweenism, and they
are endeavouring to use James
Connolly as =2 basis for this
utopian concept. In reality, the
economic policy nowbeing promoted
by Sinn Fein is immeasurably rem-

oved from any stand James Connnlly

ever took, It is nothing more

than abizarre mixture of re-hashed
Proudhonism and the Soccizl Credit
theories of Major C.H. Douglas.
And since history stands as the
best judge on both of these isms,
we have not intention now of
wasting any further space tg shouw
up their absurdities. N

INTE .H ETINGC REVOLUTION.

WE MUST FACE UP TO THE
fact tha% we are a revolutionary
Organisation..." says Mr. GLill.

g smatte rLﬂq
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Yes indeed, but there are so0 many
conflicting interpretations on
what constitutes tevolution. For-
tunately, an additional gem of
wisdom =affords an opportunity to
assess the advances made by the
Sinn Fein lcadershlp in their und-
erstanding of the FEVDlJtLDﬁafy
process. The Presidsntiasl Address
continues "This 1is the age of
fresdom...The work of theAmerican
and Ffrench Revoluticonaries .ars
todsy bsaring fruit...."

DID THE COMPOSER OF THESE LINES
know what in the hell he was
writing; did Tom Gill know what

he was saying, when he read these
lines to  the Convention? The
American and French Revolutions,
in conjunction with the Cromwell-
1an revolution, represent the
origins 0of bourgeoils democracy,
which in turn represent the found-
ation stones of modern capitalism
and imperialism. Consequently,
the e heirs of the rev-
olution ar/ motivation of the fore-
going are thepresent-day capital-
ists and imperialists. We will
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agree that the bourgeocls revolu-
tions are still ”'earlng Fruit."
Imperizlist aggressi all over

the wofld. and rap1f01iqt exDlDit-
ation 1n general, sttest to that.
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But we doubt that this is actualTy
what Mrc. Gill, or the Sinn Fein
moguls, had in mind. In their
innocence and 1lgnorance of the
essence of revclution they simply
put their fooct in it; completely
unaware that, to anyone with esven

of knowledoe on the
revolutionary process, they were
making complete 1diots of them-
selves.
MODERN REVOLUTION, WHICH FOR
ical purposes isusually con-
ed to encompsss all progress
olutionary uphe avwls since
aris Commune of 1871, poss-
2 completely different base
did the American cor French
olutions. Today, sll rogreqs-
ive revolutions are socialist in
content; that is to sav, rpgard—
less of whether or not socialist
theories exert an influence on 2
pressnt-day revolution at its ocut-
sat, they will inevitably becoms
the dominating influence due to
Forces which will
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invariably cppose the progress of
the revolution. In other words
a present-day revolution need not
necessarily be initiated by doct-
rinaire socilalists to become 3
socialist revolution. The predic-
table cepitalist opposition to the
revolution will direct it towards
a soclialist orientation, and if
it is to advance, then, the Tev-
olution itself will infa c t
1ts own doctrinaire i t
THE SINN FEIN BR
may attempt to count




rather simplified analysis of 3
very complex process, Dy saylng
the Irish Revolution of 1916-272
was not socialist. True. Sut
neither was It successful. = The
Rarsh truth is that despite ths
herolsm shown by I.R.A. combatants
in thewar against vastly superior
forces, and despite the fact that
the T.R.A. initiated many of the
tactical elements of revolutionary
guerilla warfare ,the predominan t
political influence: within the
revolutionary movement was resct-
ionary. This is readily manifast
by the turn of events in 1922; and
in what happened afterwards.

STILL, DESPITE ALL OF THIS
there is also sevidence that by
1922 the actual pressures of the
Irish struggle were forging s
soclalist consciousnmess ina small
activist nucleus. And had .the
struggle been more protracted, it
is at least conceivable that this
element waould. eventually have
exerted itself to direct the rey-
olution along 2 more progressive
path. Ubviously, all of this is
purely speculative. But keep in
mind slso that the Irish struggle
of - that -period was very shart
indeed when compared tocontempory
_.struggles for national liberation.

-Conseqguently,many of the contrad-
ictioms inherent’ in the revolut-

lOnary movement were not resolved.
Y

IT IS PARADOYXYICAL PERHARS,ZUT IT
could well be that had Ireland
suffered more and For sz longer
period during that era wecall the
TAN WAR, it may in the long run
have suffered less. Because, had
& candition of social, political
and economic turmoil, camparable
say to that experienced inAlgerisa,
.occecurred. in Ireland at that time,
the limitations of Sinn Fein's
bourgeois and petty -+ bourgeois
policies would have bsen exposed
for what they were, as would the
Sinn Feiners. ~ But the struggle
was not. sufficiently intenses to
resolve this reaction.. Hence, uwe
have had over 40 years of mis-
management in Ireland that is the
direct nutcome of the Teactionary
politics which governed the Irish
struggle between 1917-22. Look at
all the suffering both direct and
indirect which this has incurred?
And the hard fact still prevails
that the Irish Regvolution still
remains to be cansumated; the
contradictions and politicsl re-
action which destroyed theprevious
seffort stillremain tobe resolwed;
and this will undoubtingly demand
further sacrifics and suffsring on
the part of the psople. So it can
be seen why we sSay it may havue
bee stter if the nation had
suf d more during the T
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AN WAR

“and in a manner

-ments of "the sociglists

and had won, rather than have
endured-what it did td.gain’ that

- pittance of freedom it recelved.

EXPLOITING SOCIALIST IDEﬂé.
A PERUSAL OF THE PRESIDENTIAL
Statement as a whols cannot fail

Gut convince ong that Sinn Fein is
living in a little world of its
own . Not alone are its ideas on
revolution outdated by.at least g
century and a half,but all of its
evaluations are hasegd Oon sub jective
rather than objective interpreta-
tions of existing conditions. The
Address is, of course, ideally
suited to draw cheers From the
floor aof the Convention, with its
usual collection of cliches on
freedom, the rtights of man, even
g harsh word here and there for
the capitalist,and 2 bit of back-
handed praise Ffor socialism. A
9o00d mixed brew that is ensured
not to offend the sensibilities
of any but the downright West-
Briton.

THIS TREND OF GIVING A SOCIALIST
Flavour to its policies isnew for
Sinm Fein, The whole affair is
quite harmless of course,but still
the Sinm Feiners nodoubt think it
the height of progress to mention
such a word as "Communist" before
the Falthful; it shows how broad-
minded they have become. However,
the progressive minded Republicans
throughout the country should be
wary 0of this venture into a soc-
ialist vocabulary on the part of
Sinn Fein, and not be lead to
believe that it implies a change
of heart op theirc part. Judge
them by their actions and not by
thelr words; it is always safer.
Ouring the- latter years of the

_last century Connolly had this to

say about thelUnited Irish L'dague,
which at the time was . indulging
in the use of some radical phrases
very -similar- to
the present-day Sinn Feiners: -

"So far Bur United..Irish League
agitators ars borrowing the argu-
‘to suit
their own purposes;but they, with
characteristic class selfishness,
stop  short at ' the application
thereaf." :

HOW TRUE? WORDS ARE EASY
enough to employ;and safer by Fat
than deeds. If Sinn Fein truly
desirss toc embark on & revolution-
ary roed, - then let us -scs some
agtion in that diresction. Let
them dispense with the Flowery
bhrases and proceed with the work
in a pragmatic and honest Ffashion.
When that day zppears,this little
paper will have done its work.
It will them be silent:

* * * =



THE EDITORS POST BAG

‘THE FOLLOWING IS A FaIR
Cross-section of the letters ye
have received sincebeginning pub-
lication.

£ % )

THE IRISH WORKERS PARTY.

ADVICE RECEIVED FROM ONE OF
the Kremlin's boys.
+.."As anIrish Republican (inter-

nee 1940's) and a Communist, I am'
writing to you to express my ind-
ignation with regard to your pub-
lication. Not sincs the so-called
Catholic paper '"The Standard"
attacked the Communist Farty some
years ago have I read such critic-
ism of  the party of the Irish
Working Class. '

My ADVICE 70 YOU I5 TO CEASF
publication,as there are too many
Papers in dreland seeking to put
forward . progressive viesws today.
Neither my comrades nor myself
think that Republican differences
should be aired publicly, as it
can only profit the enemigs of the

cause."
* * *

THIS GREAT
Republican Movement,
lately taken hold of
is amazing. A few years back they
viewed Republicans zs a2 bunch of
degenerate petty bourgeoisnation-

CONCERN FOR THE
which has
the I.w.p.,

alists. Of course uwe are well
aware of the reasons for this
change of heart, but we'll let it

pass for the time being.

A5 TO HELPING THE ENEMIES OF
the cause by siring thedifferences
which have rent the revolutionary
front asunder: we would poin: out
that our paper is only circulated
amongst members of organizaticns
or groups styling themsslves"Rep-
ublican", or "Progressive." In
any event, since thg real enemies
of our cause are alreedy well
gaware of the inner conflicts, and
their sources, it is difficult to
understand how harm could be done
by glving & public opinion on the
reascns why the situation is as
it is.

ONLY THE GENERAL PUBLIC
would be enlightened. by airing
openly the causes of Republican-
ism's present dilapidated state.
Then, perhaps, the Irish peop
would really appreciate why
movement has degenerated to
degree it has. But no! QOur
assed revolutionaries wouldrat
keep thecauses of all the dissent-
ion over thepast few decades bat-
ween themselves and the "Castle"
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the surface

to expose the
stupldity, the ignorance and the
downright reaction that prevails
within the ranks of organized Rep-
ublicanism, and other self-styled
revolutionary groups. But give.us
a little more time tomobilize the
necessary . to sxpand

and we'll tgll the
in general all about the
Sawdust-Casssars and little Tin-
that have methodically des-
of  the
over the

HAS

1ts a

Irish revolutionary effort
years, so as reduce it to a
size which they could manage.
These individuals haven't got the
intelligence of 2 mentally retarded
fFlea; and their handiwork the
best evidence of this.

is

FOCOR OLD FRANCO.

ARE ALSC HOWLING.
foreign events in
our first issue brought z stack of
letters in defence of Franco. . It
was difficult tomake sense
most of them; but we did get t
message -- there are alot of 8L
SHIRTS around vyet, a
as thick as gver. Here
extract from one letter:
"AS AN ARDENT ADMIRER OF GEN.
Franco, the saviour of Europe
agalnst Communism, the man whose
Cause was obstructed by both de
Valera and &ritain at the same
time;whose armies were opposed by
...(A) handful of so-called Irish
Republicans linked with the ranks
of the British Tommigs inthe Int-
ernational Brigades ...I was dis-
appointed in the organ styling
itselF AN PHOBLACHT ...R&d.Rusgia
would be delighted with your cor-
respondent's vapourings on Spain.

THE FASCISTS
Cur comments on

0]
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...The 5paniards can look sfter
their present-day interests them-
selves without Irishmen --- gng I

hope their allegiance (Irishmen?)
is to Ireland and not to the Com-
intern.”

* * %

WELL, IT TAKES ALL KINDS TG
make a worlg. However, for our
money Franco never was any good,
and never will beany good. Histary
condemns him as a2 mass murderer,a
racist, z fascist, and a dictator
who has exploited religion to
further his crusade against poli-
tical =] gconomic demacracy,
and human ity in neral. IFf
cur raade don't already know
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what Franco iz,and” what he stand
for, there is little chenck tha
we can enlighten them in a coupl
of lines of typs. ' ‘

WE wOuLD ONLY
the articles on
ignary svents have
due to lack of space. We snticip-
ated this, but thought it best to
make oOur general position clear
so  that everyone knew where we
stood in relation to the revoluf-
ionary struggles around theworld.

LIKE TG ADD THAT
foreign revolut-
been omitted

A CHANGE UF PaCe.

"YOUR VIEWS ON THE REPUBLICAN
flcuement arse hard-hitting ... I
chink they will in the next feuw
vears bring about theit own down-
fall. At present they don't know
whether they are going or coming.
'Should we recognise the courts?!
'Should . ‘we enter Leinster House
or not?! This is a3ll they talk
about lately.™ '

IN  MUNSTER THEY THINK IT
Progressive tomove in on 1916/1966
Cdmmemoratinn committees even _if
it means rubbing shoulders with
F.F. and F.C. traitors, Don't
Say .anything “against the Lsbour
Party they tell you: after all,
didn't Mac Aonghusa their Vice
Chairman agree to speak on a Rep-
ublican glatform in Waterford....

Keep up the good work lags ..... .
Enclosed you will Ffind 10/- for
the funds." .
* * %
THE ONLY COMMENT IWE wOULD

' is that the
oublican Movement, and for that
atier thefres State and Stormont,
ill never fall down on their own.
0 matter how rotten

they have to get a push.
of little use saying "keep up the
9ood work" to us;if you think we
2Te  In  any way right, then you
should be in there working withus,
helping us to give that little
Jsh that will topple the R.M.;so
s to clear the ground to take on
e Fres State and the other crowd.

on this letter,

50,it's
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THAT'S A FAIR QUESTION.

"RECENTLY I OBTAINED A COPY GF
bath issues of AN PHOBLACHT. Kav-
ing read them I will say that at
least they make 3 Fellow think,
gnc that's a chenge....... I don't
know yet whether I agres with you
or not,but maybe yaou could answer
Oneg question  for me if you have
the time. Being a beligver in

Fhysical force, I havs 2 orest
suspicion of political parties.
Lver the vyears I have seen too
many sell-outs enginsered by pol-

]
iticisns.....I -would liks to kn
whzt you mean when yau say that
New revolutionary i ‘ T
snould be f

cer't

Formed....

sec where we

they aet, .

- the
‘without theprior establishment of

(R}

pzrty, I think it would be more
business-like to start:.getting a
new: atmy ‘together and“have a3 crack
at the bastards across theborder.'

) ' Eoin Mac C.

THE GREAT TROUSBLE WITH MUST
Ahysicsl force men is that their
concept of politics is usually very
limited. Generally, politics snd

"parliamentarianism are syncnomous

to their minds. This view is, of
COUTSe, ETronecus.
REVOLUTION IS YET ANOTHER

form of political action,since it
entails the overthrow of one syst-
em of gobvernment,and its replace-
ment by another. To achieve this
revolutionaries have to posses an
armed Force and a2 palitical force.

In simple terms; the armed force
iIs the battering ram which will

reduce the enemy to political
rubble; the political force will
serve as the guiding hand in this
Job, and will assume thereins of
state power when the task is com-

pleted, and continue to guide the
labour of recenstruction which
must inevitably follow.

THE  MAN  WHO SAYS THAT

Irish revalution can succeed
a revolutionary political organ-
ization to guide it, is as stupid
2s hewho claims it can be realized

without resortingto armed struggle.

~THE CRUCIAL PQOINT WHICH
must beunderstood is that physical
force 1s but the means to an end.
It might well be that = purely
physical force movement could free
[reland. But what then? With no
pre-established political author-
ity to guide it the " whole affair:

would either fall prey to inter-
movement disputes on what should
or should not be done, or, into

the hands of careerist politicians.
And there are aluways plenty of
them around to zvail of any pres-
ented opportunity.

- IT 15, OF COURSE, O0BVILUS
that the inter-organizational
relationship between thepolitical
and military bodies 1in. = truly
revolutionary movemsnt cannot be
the same as that existing within
the Republican Movement. However,
to deal with this matter woulg
require at least onme or two arti-
cles;and we shall try to fit this
into the next issue.

YOU HAVE READ AN PHUBLACHT
WHY NOT PASS IT ON 7T A FRIEND,
AND HELP PROPAGCATE THE IDEAS OF
REVOLUTIONARY IRELAND. :

WHEN




THE SECOND ACT OF UNION-*

the land is sold for German gold,

Ly

And English sovereigns too,

1

BY

put we'll live like kings on tax and things,

Ang Fianna Fail Ballyhoo.

* * *

ma. LEMASS, IF PERMITTED TG
proceed unimpeded,will put an end
to partition. However,
is nnt about toachiesve his objects
by way of the revelutionary destr-

uction of the last vestiges of
imperialist rule in the land. Mr.
Lemass has a different plan; he

will remove the border by a re-
enactment of the ACT OF UNICN.

IN THE ACT CF UNICN GF 1800
dritain,frightened at the thought

af a celf-supporting Ireland,del-

iberately set out to destroy the
limited amount
endence we then emjoyed. The Act
ensured that Ireland would temain
weak and econamically undeveloped;

2 source of cheap food,cheap lab-

our and a source of manpower for
times of war and peace. The system
of imperialist tule Dbrought -us
famine, unemployment, mass emio-
ration and left us aweak and dep-
endent colony. -

PARTITICN AND THE ESTASLISHMENT
of the Ffree State made little

change in the pattern of affalrs.
The continued decline of populat-
ion is sufficient proof that this
is so. We secured the shadow, but
little of the substance of freedom.
Now the Irish rulirng class ispre-
paring to dispel even the shadow-
—the advent of Free Trade will mean
no effective difference between
the Free State andthe €& Counties.
The 6 Counties, after all, also

have their local parliament and
ENJUY the blessing of massive
emigration.

LIMITED REPCRTS FILTERING
down fromabove indicate that Lem-
ass, following numerous pilgrim-
ages to the flesh-pots of Londocn,
has already reached an agreement
to mortgage lreland to England's

imperialist esxploiters. The Irish
ruling class, with their pawn-
broker's souls, ars Teady and

willing to betray the nation for
a price. The meagre natural res-
ources of Irsland will be placed
3t the disposal of the English and
American Anglo-Szxon rtulers of the
Western world, =and what little
industry we have.managed to. dev-
elop over the past few years will
be gsoon wiped out by massive com-
petition from thecheap imports of

bold Sean

of economic indep-

AODH MacELROY

the mass producticn areas. Irish
capitalists, whose loyalty is to
their bank balance and not to the
nation, will take the price of
betraysl and invest 1t in areas
that will provide greater profit
roturns than can be obtained in
developing Irish industry. . '

THE END RESULT CF THE
Free Trade agreement will be ta
turn Ireland into an agricultural
Rinterland to supply meat and
dairy products for English tables
while Irish workers and farmers go
hungry. The concentration of ever
greater tracts of Irish lands in
fawer--and alien--hands will rec-

give considerable impetus as the~
agreement begins to take full
effect. The Irish will become

landless and worklessjsoon to be-.
come homzless and doomed to flee
the land in search of life's nec-
essities. GLnce agaln Dark Rosal-
cen's exports will bethe children
she bears.

HALF CF IRELAND'S
agricultural lands are already
zlignated from her psople with the
least economical units falling to
the lot of Irish farmers--and the
trend continues in the same direc-
tion with increasing momentum. A
3ritish rubber company,taking note
of a resurgence of Malaya's fight
for national liberation,has ligu-
idated its Malayan rubber inter-
ests, and is bargaining for the
purchase of a 300 acre island in
Waterford's rtiver Suir. (The cur-
rent owner is an Italian Prince).
The brave men who took a shot at
the British torpedo boat in Wat-
orford Harbour would be well adu-
ised to give somecensideration to
the idea of making Life someswhat
lgss tranquil for those who are
buying up Waterford land.

THE SUGGESTIGN THAT OPEN
ports and closer union with England
will leag to prosperity is a tale

that will be believed only by
those who still have Ffaith in
falries. The Federation of Irish

Industries expressed grave doubts
on the matter and listed some oOf
the bad effects the agreement wculd

have on Ireland's economy. They
contended Free Trade would mean
stiffer competition for home ind-
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eces comingdffey 1930. THe hpgd
market and expUrts would ‘expand
more slowly after 1970, and there

would be a fall in employment inm
manuiacturdi@d industry with s con-
sequent shatp rise in emigration.
Any benefits that might accrue to

agriculture could not possibly ‘re-""

verse the trend of
Sfoymentyin imdustrya oo

declining em-

, IF ANYONE! 15 TN DOUST
as- to

what' Free Trade holds in
store for us, let them look azbout
in the land, there are plenty -of

examples tobe studied. Look tothe
6 Counties that have never had
anything but close union with Eng-
land. What has this union brought
other than vunemployment, misery
and heartache? When Emaland -in
wartime had need of the hard labour
and militar support of the 6
Counties population there was work
and -promises aplenty. Jut  with
"the passing of England's hour of
‘trial there was nofurther nesd to
catef""to the people of the 6 Coun-

‘ties -= England's ruling" class
-went off in 'search of more prof-
-itable markets to -expleit; . and
* Ulster workers were  condemned “to

bitter years of .unemployment or
“"to.emigrate in search of .work -in
foreign.lands. With. the main-sec-

tions ‘of - industry --afd-the-banks
foreign hands- the -6 :County
Levermnment 'has -no contfol over

~Investment and the export of cap-
ital (ths same is true .of the Fres
‘State). Capitazl is exported at s
‘constantly increasimg rate- and
“uhat little locsl industry -there
-is-operates;or ceases-to operate,
atthe-absolute discretion .of for-
‘eign capitalists whose only motive
is ‘maximum profit.

- THE- FREE. STATE AREA IS
'not laeking-inexperience in these

-.matters itself. English owned
-.retail chain stores have establi-
shed a firm faoothold in recent
years, and will certasinly expand

operations under the Free Trade
agreement. Uperating on a central
buying system there will be aten-
dency, with Irish protection rem-
oved, for these chains to carry
only thesame lines as the Aritish
outlets, resulting in the elimin-
ation of Irish products sven when
these products are fully compet-
itive, as to price and quality,
with similer English goods. Thsre
will be an additional hazard due
to the well known fact that these
chain stores ownmanufacturing and

Packaging operations whose linss
they will be anxious to push. A
blezk prospect indeed Ffor the
future of Ireland. What Lemass

is doing under the banner of Free

lrade is leading Ireland back
along the road to England 's re-
conguest of Ireland:; snd with

‘take the cream off the top)

8 conspiracy with -~

QeygglaxsgotvpaLpg fired, .lemass
wildi {aghipuel ~uhity -digh OfNeill
Under ~Englarfd™ proUtect'ion and
gartition will be "ended inthe new
Act of Union. e
THE ONES SLATED TU REAP
the major benefits from this shady
deal (after the London finmanciers
will
be the unionist bleck of imperial-
ist henchmen who, by Uirtue of
their firmalliance withthe imper-
ialist bourgeoisie, will be tran-
sferred into the majority bourge-
0is group in the land; and will
give the nationalist bourgeoisie
their come-uppence  far having had
the audacity to think they could
rule independently on their  dwn
behalf. But there is little to be
gained on talking to this brand
of traitors who will risk their
destruction, and take the nhation
down with them in their mad culest
for-wealth and power.

I5 IRELAND TG 3E REDUCED
to the status of playground for a

"dissolute band of wealthy parasit-
"BS;

little better than a brothel

to satisfy the lust of amid-twen-

“tieth century edition of the Rakes

of Mallow? Cr will dut land move
in the direction of real UNITY and
TRUE FREEDOM, walking ~in dignity
and with head high amongst all the
nations of the earth? '

» UNDER LEMASS "AND -THE 'TRISH
capitalists, who are Partners in
Stormoft  and
the English imperialists, Ireland
and her people can “only laook For-
ward to . a future that isbleak and
pregnant with disaster. It is time
Irishmen awoke to the realization
that we can no langer affotd the
luxury of 3 class of parasites who
make a cazreer out of betraying the
nation and selling thepeople into
bondage.

NOT REALIZE
"men of
of those

IRELAND WILL
unity in freedom until the
no property," the heirs
who fought with Hope, McCracken,
Tone and Emmet,with Pearse, Conn-
olly and Clark,the working people
of Irish town and countryside,
rise up and drive thetraitors and
exploiters from our soil and give
back the land tothe commaon people

whose land it is by right.
WITH ALL THE STORM CLOUDS
that are darkening the horizon

Ireland isnow,more than sver bef-
ore,in dire need of a revolution-
ary party that will lead the people
in an unrelenting struggle to
change theplanned course of sevents
from a direction that spells dis-
aster for the naticn, to one that
leads tofreedom from foreign rTule

and exploitation. While the pot-

ential for such an organization
undoubtedly exists it cannot tru-
thfully be said that it is now in



being,or that the outlook for
1nmedlgte future is , at =ll r
THE GROUES
existence that make preten
being revolutionary are
but that in fact, and a
a‘hindrance than a h
~deve lopmenbﬂf~jreuolULlﬂnar,par—
ty -and the-glaboration - -of = rey-
; -1ongry -programme.. - ~Thg “ranks
~of-these organizations are filled

rs
elp ta the

with falss prephets - who anmeunce

L

Lhemsalves»»abe~m€ﬂ~ﬁ*—ﬂre&h»-la

~lom--eemmissioned telesd-the- ‘Be0-
ple to the promised -land---hy
"peaceful, parliamentary paths."
Caughey and Goulding,the Connolly
Association and the Communist

parties (two of them, For they
dccept the imperislist partition
of the nation),each present their
own special panaces to cure Irel-

and's 1lls, and in spite of the
different wrappings they = look
strongly alike. wWe ares callesg to

the REVOLUTIONARY task of organ-
izing co-operatives with which to
drive the capitalists out of bus-
iness by means of peaceful com-
petition. Nothing is said of the
fact that  the capitalists have
control of the land, the rau mat-
Efials,the factories amd the mar-

ets, -and "that they have in thei
hands ‘the armed power of the stat
to ensure a continuation of thalr
control. Unly 2 fool or @ krave
would ‘suggsst that - the - rulin )
‘class -will ‘vacate "the fisld of
battle ‘without putt 1ng up ‘a fight
with every weapon at the r command.
These ‘hHare-bEairied "revolutionar-
ies" would send out the hunter armed
with a weapon no more deadly than
a willow wand to bring dDmn the
wild bull elephant

FOR A NUM3ER OF VYEARS-NQOW

leading committees in & number of
Communist Parties around the worlgd
have been joining inthe universal
chorus: '"the poaccful parliament-
ary road to Sacialism." No matter
how great the difference between
nations,or how variesd their trad-
itions, the same monotonous ref-
rain is heard. In the aggressiv
imperialist camp 0of the Unit
States; in bourgeois-democrati
England;iin the social-democracie
of Scandinavia; in  the Fascist
dictatorships of Spsin and Sao
Africa and the militarist reglmes
of Latin America; in neo-colenial
countries likeMalaya,South Korea,
the Congo or in colonies like
Angola and Mozambigue; wheresver
there is 2 Communist Farty that
responds tothe dictates of Moscow,
we emcounter astereotyped version

('l) "J

)—‘(TJ
o 00 ao

of the Ddr11ﬂmpntary road to Soc-
Lgllan Like a2 couple of nst-
tering Fishwiues Ireland’'s tuo
Communist Farties Jjoin  in  the
joyful chorus: "the peaceful path
‘to Socialism --glact Frogressives
to parliament.™ )

"A PROGRESSIVE GOV ERNMENT, ¥
says the Irish Worker's Party,"is
needed to carry out aprogramme in
the Twenty - six Codunties which
would lay the basis for a united,
independent Irelangd."

THE COMMUNIST PARTY NORTHERN
Ireland is not to be outdons in
the exhibition of lupacy. Here is
a sample from the Party Frogramme:
"The aim of the Communist Party,
Jointly with the Irish Worker's
Party, is ...the establishment of
Progressive Governments inSelfast
and Dublin."”

"The Communist Party, the Irish

Worker's Party in the Republicd and
the Communist Party of B8ritain
will participate in the struggle
to ' secure workimg class and pro-
gressive majorities at Stormont,
The Dail and at Westminster.
"The Irish working class can rely
on its powerful ally, the British
orking class, to ensure that
Imperialism in London or its rep-
resentative in 3elfast will pot
Dar the.way to the advance af the
Irish pgople.’ i, e B
_WHAT THE HELL THE IRISH
people ——North o0r_south-- have to
do with the slectionof "grogress-
ives" to Westminster is spiece aof
logic that escapes my comprehen-
sion. I" have always been of the
opinion that the task of the Irish
people is "to FREE IRELAND and
leave the 3ritish wDrkPra to set-
tle accounts with their own ruling
class; or at least FDI us to stay
out until invited to participate
on the side of the downtrodden.
Perhaps the Communist Party N.
Ireland could enlighten meon this
point.

THE CUMMUNIS

N. Ireland must take us mn
fools if they ex 2xDEe ct Us torely on

th British in
Lhclf present state

and political backwardness, to
protect us while we pass resolut-
ions oOrderinag the capitalist
class to dissolve themseluss. Lo
ask ths people of Malaya, Aden,
the Eonoo, Rhaodesia, Cyprus, how
much reliance we should place on
Lﬂgllsh labour to protect us fro

the vengeance of the lmDerlalLSts.
How much can the LibeLatiOﬂ forces
of Vietnam rely on8ritish waorkers
to prevent the London lmDeLLBllStS
Ffrom siding with U.S5. imperialism

in its aggression in Southesst
Asia? Is it not a fact that the
Sritish workers own "Labour" Cov-
srnman 15 doing EVDFVLHLDO DOss i-

acilitate that aagqression?
HE PEOPLE OF IRELAND, LIKE
ol
-

the ps s Of every land,must rely
first o cll,and ngﬂly, on their
own sfforts,unity and strength to
defeat the egnemy in their own
country,and not wait far guarant -
ees oOf support from abroagd.
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FEATING IMPERIALISM IN

reland Irlsh workers will beren-
dmrlno assistance to the workers
of 3ritain, by undermining and
weakening the caommon enemy. Whe-
ther or not English workers take
advantage of the situafion to rid
themselves of their own ruling
class 1ig entirely their affair.
The possibility of their failure
to do so should have no effect
whatever on our decision to eng-
age the enemy where we find him.
TO HELL WITH STORMONT AND
Westminster and Leinster House
fFor that matter. Ireland has no
need of "progressives" with their
~leeding hearts. What we reguire
is for the people to rise wup 1in
revolutionary wrath and clear the
land of the traitors and knaves
who. would sell +the nation into
bondage. :
THE PLCT COCKED UP 3ETWEEN
Leinster House,Stormont and West-
minster must be defeated at all
costs. This can naot be done by
electing toparliament PROCRESSIVES

hunary to share in the spoils of
political office. There is one
sure and certain way to bring, to
‘naught the plot of Mr. Lemass. To

conselidate his Free Trade mar-
riage Lemass needs harmonious re-
lations with the imperialists. But
if Irishmen were to take up arms
tc sweep the remnants of imperial-
ist rule-from the land i1t . would
be impossible for Lemass to cont-
inue. "im- his cemspiracy with
Westminster if he did he would
.be shot as a traitor.

EVERY IRISH REVOLUTIENARY
worthy of the name whould strive
to-unite the people around a pro-
‘grammg. of strqule, designed to
place” Ireland s desfiny -securely
) the ~hands. [ Gf the-peoplsof
_Irteland. The "men:of na propetty"
.must take chtral Ufthe paolitical
" and. economic af.alrs ‘of the nation
.then, and not till then, will we
be wholly free. -

3EING ULSTER 30RN AND HAUING
witnessegd, in my earli years
some of thetragic events that led
to the division -of the nation and
Ireland's long night of travail,

iaT
LB L

I cannot, in all conscience, end
my comment without making some
ooservations on the astounding

programmeg cooked up .by the Comm-
unist Party N. Ireland aspublish-

ed in 1963.

THE IRISH CLMMUMIST PARTY
gives tacit recognition to, and
infers acceptance of 3ritain's

political tactic of "twd Irelands"
designed todivide the Irish people
and facilitate England's impegrial-
ist dominstionm over the nation.
This recognition is both implicit
and explicit. in the organization
of separate political partieswith

10.

~that

Ulstermen at 3elfast in
1912,
“ility for the origin of the policy

the Unionist traitors and the

‘widespread bigotry

distinct programmes For each part
of. dismembered Ireland, the Comm-
unist Farty in the 6 Counties;the
Irish workers' Party din the Free
State.

THE CUMMUNIST PARTY N.
qogs tofantastic lengths
endeavour Lo provide an ideolog-
ical base _for an act of TREASON,
and - at the same time ingratiate
themselves with the 6 County bour-
neoisig andmiddle class and prove
their fittness to hold office at
S5tormont. In the very first page
of their programme, "Ireland's
Path to Socialism" they attempt
to forge for Ulster a background
of traditions distinct from the
revolutionary struggles of the
people as a whole. Reading the
first page of the programme one
not versed in Irish history might
well believe that the White Boys,
Right coys, Hearts of  Steel and
support for the French Revolution
were all movements peculiar to
"Protestant Ulster," and having
little or no effect ©on the rest
of the land. It seems apparent
that the Communist Party N.Ireland
is diligently working to besmirch
the proud name of the Ulster Dem-
ocrats by making the Unionist
henchmen of the imperialist bourg-
eoisie custodians of the Dissenter
tradition.

THROUGH THE -USE OF- LUTWqu
anti-Tory cliches the Programme's
authors adroitly sidestep any
incisive criticism of the Belfast
working men's, desertion from the
struggle for national - libera-
tion and SOCLallsm

WE CANNQOT ACCEPT
intended any examination,
brief, of Ulster's role in the
revolutionary struggle that does
not take account of the signing of
the Ulster Covenant by 100,000
Segptember,
responsib-

IRELAND
in their

AS SERIDUSLY
however

However much the

Carsan,

tory
fact remains

act of national-

may be laid at the door of

imperialists, the
that it was the

suicide by the men of Ulster,more
than any other single act in that
period, that made POSSI3LE the
defeat of home rule, military de-
feat at Easter Week,Partition and
the Civil War that Ffollcocwed it.
It is the continuation on this
path that makes POSSIBLE themain-
tainance of partition and lgnoring
it, attempting to conjurs up for
Ulster a revolutionary tradition
that 1s not hers by right will
not Tesult inexorcising the ghost
haunts the 6 Counties and
tragedy on the land. -

INSTEAD CF PANDERING TO THE
and political
permegates! the po-

brings

illiteracy that



“-there are great hopes OF 3

litical, economic an@,:ccggl llFE

of the 6 Counties,re¢dluti d%arxes.

shoyld, .bs "Lellln to Ulster men
and -wopdm-the bitted Truth 3nd lay
bare for all-todee the tragic re-!
sults to Ireland of Ulstar's re-
jection of a united Irish revol-
utionary strugole for national
liberation, national wunity and
national dignity. 3o long as

Ulstermen fail tolearn the lesscns
of history they will rtemain but
pawns in the hands of the imper-
iglist overlords. The revolution-

v YR
[

atjysduty-of Communists isto point
out the Yeksons, not to pander.to
political backwardness to gain

-ropulaL_bv 283, SLEPDqu stone to
L5 é*‘;L rmom*

THE VIino NEED IS FOR
emphasis on the tevolutionary.
unity of the nation, and not on
its divislcon as 1s the case in the
gstablishment of two Communist.
Farties and the forging of bogus
revolutionary credentials. for
"Protestant" Ulster.

SINN FEIN Anp THE

THE "PROCRESSIVES" IN
Sinn Fein leadership,

to swing the

THE
who failed
extrzordinary Ard
Fheis in June behind the motion to
‘enter into Free State politics,
are pLesently holding fast, wait-~
ing for their nexi break.It would
appgér that most cf them were
scerry to see Caughey go from the
party when he did; they felt he
had Jjumped the gun as it were..

DESPITE

1

THE
lull in the overt activities of
‘the "Progressive" cligue,it is by
‘no means difficult to chart the
trend in their covert operations.

This cult of mutual admiration
that has lately sprung up Setwsen
the Labour Farty and Sinnmn Fein,is
ocme 1lndication of the way the-wind
is blowing. No doub aoout it,
fFuture
alliance in

STILL,

TEMPORARY

" Sinn Fein - Labour
Leinster House.

TO PREPARE THE
an eventuality, the Labour Party
has, for some time now, recelved
‘favourable - and esver 1increasing
coveraoe in the pages of the Unit-
‘ed Irishman. Did any of vyou ever
stop to wonder why this was so?
Yes indeed,even Mr. Tom Gill per-
celves "a new awareness 3y the
Labour Farty of the dominant pos-
ition of 8ritain in the 26 County
gconomy. " Now 1sn't that amazing.
After 43 years service as the
bourgenis labour faction in Lein-
ster House our so-called labour
leaders suddenly discover that the
place is nothing but z clearing-
house for the interessts of 3ritish
Capitalism.

SHEEP FUR SUCH

THE SINN FEINERS ANDPRARLIAMEMNTARY
communists see this new Labour
Party position as a oreat break-

through; an pvpnt of

great revol-
utionary potential.

"Labour north

and south has. 2 gresat opportunity-

to
the

Gecome a3 agreeat

8 party;"
IRISH DEMOCRAT

cf

says
November

[}

L ABOUR PARTY

last, "if it combines 1n a2 united
front with the Regpublicans and the
left it may win the honour of est-
zblishing the new Ireland." OF
course, our Red advisers in Lond-
on do not  think that this pew
Ireland should be sought through
the use of force. Uh no! It must
be achieved through parliazmentary
means -- the reasonable man's way.
The winning of afew seats 1n Sto-
rmont and Leinster House will do
the tricgk. "This will be done,"
the Nemocrat tells us, "and then
the peoplewill be fighting British
imperizlism on the terms of the
late twentieth century, and not
trying to repeat 1In stereotype
the experiences of 1812 - 22."

THIS Aﬂ OUNTS TO 15
plain sncugh. The "Progressive
Sinn Fesiners, and their counter-
parts in the Labour Party, view
the ever 1increasing rtightwards
swing of fFianna Fail aspresenting
an opportunity for the emergence
of a new bourgenis left in free
State politics. By forming aUnit-
gd Front both groups have hopes of
capturing the leadership 0of this
new left; an achlevement neither
apparently considers possible were
they to operate azlone. As for the
parliamentary communists:they are
endesvouring to get on the band-
wagon early; after all, this sort
of "revolutionary action' isright
down their alley.

WHAT ALL OF

REPUBLICANS CAN'T SAY THEY
were not  warned of this typical
bourgecis political intrigue that
is being carried on behind their
backs. It's only a matter of time
before the issue of entering Free
State politics will zgsiln come to
the fore in Sinmn Feinj;and when it
does, you can be sure that the
"Progressive clique" will begbetter
prepared than they were last June.

PADDY MAC.



" boured hard

THE NEED FOR

REVOLUT

THE PAST YEAR HAS SEEN
a tremendous rise in the level
of social and economic discontent
throughout the country. There can
be little ‘doubt but that the stru-
cture of the bogus natiocnal state
established in 1922 1is beginning

to-creak-under- the strains of its--—---

neo- FDlOﬂlal committments. How-
‘evel, VDlUFHDDaFV,BBPUbllCEHS
shou lig nof bé ! %80 hasty in--their
assessments of the situation.
There exists discontent, both
conscilpus. and-unconscious, with
the Free State government's man-
agement of Irish affairs;but this
is far removad from being revolu-
~tionary 1in its content.

: ~IF A TRULY REVOLUTIONARY
movement = was presently function-
ing in the country, there can be
- no doubt that it would have la-
to give a political,
_and therefore revolutionary, ori-
entation to the diverse forms of
" dissention that sprang op in so
many areas. Such a movement would
~have moved into Midleton to give
leadership- and direction to the
town's people in their battle
aga'inst the sale of their touwn
from one foreign landlord to an-
~other. It would Rsve come to the
fore inlimerick to ‘lead the storm
" of protest against the unreason-
able rise in rents by the Corpor-

‘ation. A revolutionary movement
_would_ have committed its forces
to the assistance of the I.T.A.

in its gallant fight against both
bogus trade uniomism and govern-
mental tyranny. It woulg also
have raised 1its voice in support
of the Itish farmers, and would
have used its resources to direct
the mass protest of Farmers 'along
a wlder course. A revolutionary
~movement would have done all of
those things; and while it 1is
unlikely that this, of itself,
would have beqgun a revolution, it
most certainly would have contri-
buted to the laying of abasis for
one at .a future date.
3UT WHAT HAPPENED?
_The so-called reuolutlonary body,
the Republican Movement, in con-
Junction with its tacit alllea the
Communist Party and the bourgeois
Labour Party, advised the people
of Midleton - to “protest“ to the
government and to "demand" that
"the defacto government"” buy the

town From LhelmperlallsL landlord.

L

The pecple were not ‘"advuised" to
‘fight for their rights; they were
not given the leadership to f

although they were inthe mood for

.State on the Act,

.barricades to fight for

lgh t,

IONARY LEADERSHIP

Our Repdblican

a battle. No sir!
Movement wanted the Free State
_Government to pay an Englis h

robber-baron for the property that
was STOLEN IN THE FIRST PLACE FRGM
THE IRISH PEGPLE, so that they,
the Irish people of Midleton,could
continue to liue'uhder reasonatyle
conditions _.what is theirs

by righk. And-'thDse/'DDlltlcal
bastarTds Call tttbms'elies Tevollit-
ionaries !1!

WHAT HAPPENED IN THE CASE UF

the I.T.A.? Here was a small, but
militant, body of Post Office
workers who moved into battle
against both reactionary trade

unionism and the Free State Gover-
nment which brought out its special’
weapan, the OFFENCES AGAINST THE
STATE ACT. If any body can lay
claim to the trade union heritage
of Connolly the I.T.A. can. We
certainly take off our hats tothem,
and. are only sorry that we were.

not in a position, as an_ org-
anization, to gilve them our ACTIVE
SUPPCRT. We can only hope that

‘the forces of reveolutionary Ireland
will be in

better array the next
time g militant trade union takes
to the field. 3ut what did the
Republican Movement and its allies
do? Well, the heirs of Arth-
ur Griffith gavethe 1.T.A.'s strug-
gle some coverage in the U.I.;al-
though they were careful not to
mention the fact that its origins
arose froma disputewith the reacti-
onary company union, the I.P.0.W.U.
Gther than this, the Republican
fMovement availed of the I.T.A.
battle to grind its own axe on the
Uffences Against the State Act.
Sinn Fein distributed a document
to all Local Authority in the Free
and advised its
Cumann to "contact members of these
bodies who you may think would
be well disposed towards us in this
instance It may be a long time
before we get an opportunity like
this again." In aword: Sinn Fein's
reaction tothe battle being fought
on the 'streets and in the cells aof

Mount joy by the members of the
I.T.A., was an attempt to make
political hay at the expense of
others. When Irishmen mounted the

their
rights, our brave Sinn Feiners, in
the tradition of their patriarch,
Arthur Griffith, maobilized their
scribes to pass resoclutions.

THERE ARE THOSE wWHO QUESTION QUR
call for a Revolutionary Movement
in Ireland, by pointing to the
existence of the Rgpublican Move-

ontinued on Page 16.



A PRIMER ON REVOLT

BY

INTRCODUCTICN

THERE ARE MAWNY IN IRELAND
who flippantly disregard thegreat
need for a theoretical knowledge
of revolution, by saying that it
is ACTICGN and not THEORY that is
required. This sort of error is
one which —cannot avold producing
dire coOnsequences.

A THCROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF
revolutionary theory is indispen-
sable to the. successful pursuance
of revolutionary action. A rev-
olutionary activist —can no more
cope with the m@any and diverse
‘problems of revolution without
revoluticnary theory, than can ah
electrical engineer master . his
"problems without a knowledge of
electricity. The question is as
simple snd straightforward as that.

UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES
men and @wWomen endowed - with the
burning desire tochanege thecourse
6f their country's history -would
recelve a:revolutionary education
when Jjoining the ranks of arevol-

utionary organization. . In this
manner a wide and thorough appre-
ciaticn on sociazl, political and

gconamic problems, - their causes,
effects =and solutions, would be
acqulred by them.

THIS IS NCT THE
method of Irish Republican organ-
“izations. There Lis no such thing
as prcmoting an educational prog-
ramme on revolutlonary theory in
the ranks of -Irish-Republicanism.
As a conssguencs, not alone ars
the rank and file Ffor the most
part unable to participate know-
ledgeably 1in the formulatien of
Republican programmes and policies,
but, they are also incapable of
deciding as to whether or not such
programmes and policiss are truly
rgvolutionary 1In content. The
facts are: Republican programmes
and policies are formulated by a
Few-at the top,and then presentead
to the gsneral body for ratifica-

tien, "where they zre usually
accepted without guestion or cam-
ment.

OBvIOUSLY, THIS STATE OF
affairs 1is not inducive to the
cultivation of a revoluticnar:
conscliousness amang Irish radicals.
Instead, it is bound to produce

JER.COLLINS

that situation we Republicans have
been esxperlencing over the past
few decades; where a repetition
of past errors has been the ruls,
and where the last vestiges of our
revolutionary heritage have been
cast aside by men who possess no

identity whatscesver with revol-
ution. It is, perhaps, too much
to expect of the majority now in

the ranks of organized Republican-
ism that they would changes their
ways. Their political tomfoolery
Nas become too much a3 way; of life
to the most of them. Howsver,
there are always that few whose
sincerity keesps driving them on-
wards; they want answers; they
crave understanding. Eventually,
these men and women find themselves
discarded by the movement because
they refuse tobecome just another
round peg tofit intotherequlated
compartments of accepted repub-
lican thinking. It could well be
that our appeals for a return to-
the path of revolution will be
headed by those pecple, and that
they will join us in our struggle
It may be that these articles on
revolution will help to light the
way for their return to the fold.

THIS SERIES OF ARTICLES
on revolution have been undertaken
with thehope that they will serve
in saome small way tointroduce the
fundamentals of revolutionary
theory to our readers. They can-
not haope to give all the answers;

but thsy should at least serve as
a stimulant to ssek out those
answers. As a beginning ths main

elements of revolution will be

‘glven so as to differentiate bet-

ween themj;and toillustrate their
interrelationship and interdspen-
dency . This should serve as a
rough picture; presenting a basis
of understanding of - the overall
process. Future articles will
then deal with each individual
segment;elaborating onthe various
aspects as they relate specifically
to Ireland.

REVOLUTION

IN TERMS 0OF ‘PRESENT CONDITIONS
in Ireland: Revolution stands for
the total overthrow of that social,
political and economis system
which functions in ths country as
a whole: and its replacement with

13.



an entirely new order of things,
more compatible to the needs of
the people, more bgneficial to.
their progress andgeneraY'WQlfar&
and dESlgﬂPd toensure tHe-unc
ified' tndependence.of. gur Nation.
State. '

FROM

THIS IT IS 08VICUS
«the Iriish:” RQVqution must
“two-pHa&ed Bffort: - The
must be aimed primarily
overthrow of the Partitionist
imes, and the seizure of
power by the revolutionary
ment. The second, must represent
a co-ordinated national effort
during which the national commun-
ity, under the leadership of the
revolutionary movement, will un-
dertake the reconstruction of the
nation on completely new lines.

.THE MOST IMPORTANT THING
to understand, and understand
fully,is that revolution not alone
entails that perlod of national
struogle to free the country, but
also encompasses zn after period,
to implement the social,political
and economic changes necessary Lo
give the newly acquired independ-
ency 2 durable substance. Con-
sequently, the revolutiocnary pol-
itical organization which mobil-
“izes a 'prular support for the

_b ttle agalﬂSL the present reglmes
in Ireland,” must, of ﬂeCESSlty,
retain cherdirectorshlp " of nat-
ional affairs after that battle
has been won,so as to ensure that
_Nhat the pcoplc fFought for shall
be realized. '
_ TO PROPOSE THAT THE MATTER
of national leadership could beu
“arranged inm any other fashion is
ridiculous. It is stupid, for
example, to say that when Irsland
is liberated Ffrom its colonial
yoke, and re-united politically,
a parliamentary election shouldbe
held to elect a32 County Parliam-
ent. What political interests are
going to compete with theparty of
the Revaolution in such anelection?
Are the old parties tobe permitted
to continue, even under different
names? Ubviously, such a set-up,
wherein the political opposition
to the revolution is allowed to
retaln its cohesiveness after the
revolution has won, cannot be
entertained by any: reasonable
person. Furthermore, it is high-
ly absurd to suggest that new
political parties would came into
being in the aftermath of victory.
Where are they going to come from?
What interests are they going to
represent? It should be plain
enough that allprogressive groups
in the country are going to ident-
ify themselves with theresvolution
during the colonial struggle, and
2s a cansequence, they are going
to become gart of therevolutionary
political organization. Anyone,

move-

- b
a1l
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‘reqolutiun

by

any social
which does
identity

Or economic interest,
not establish such an
must be opposed to the
Ymu{uannot haua neut-
cals in’a EQVDlUthﬂary struggle;
I3dTITTLY should happen-that a
seqment af the population didadopt

a neutral position during the
struggle, then, they have auto-
matically forfeited the right to

participate as an independent pol-
itical force in the State founded
the Revolution.

THE FACTS OF THEMATTER ARE:
a modern revolutionary movement
must have a popular base if it is
to succeed. During the anti-col-
onial struggle its organizational
structure must facilitate a3 mass
mobilization of the community
within the framework of the move-
ment. The desires of the people
will thereforebe expressed through
the revolutionary movement during
the struggle.This is guite logic-
al; and it is equally logical to
say that the will of the national
community can be as beneficially
expressed through the same medium
during the period of reconstruct-
ion that follows the anti-colon-
ial struggle.

IN EFFECT, A REVULUTIGNARY
government under these conditlons
would be drawn from one political
party--the People's Revolutionary
Party. The State would function
under a system of Socialist Dem-
ocracy; wherein the various cont-
radictions,or legitimateconflicts
of interest, af the community,
would be represented in the Peop-
le's Party, and would be resolved
by the democratic' machinery of
that party. The only interests
which would not berepresented in,
or recognized by, the State would
be those antagonistic to the
interests of the community. This,
gentlemen, 1s the revolutionary
way. There is no other.

REVGLUTIONARY PROGRAMME.

WHEN A REVOLUTIONARY
movement calls upon the people to
Tise in active opposition to the
status guo, it must base its case
on positive proposals of its own,
as well as onthe negative aspects
of the ruling regime. The people
must be glven a2 tangible reason
why they should overthrow the ex-
isting order;in that they must be
presented with the prospects of an
alternative system emerging fraom
their struggle which will incor-
porate bemefits not forthcoming
under theprevailing ruling cligue.

GENERALLY, IT IS THE

practice of revolutionary move-
ments to 1ssue asoccial, political
and economic programmes, SO as to

enlighten the community on its
ultimate aims and ideals. This
programme,with .its contents exem-

plifying the ideological motivat-
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incur. the programme pro
pose modifications tot existing
‘system, or docs involve the
‘creation of a completely new and
‘progressive order? That is the
maln question. And analysis
of any programme will znswer this
question, and by so doing, will
make clear at once if
ents are in fact revolutiomary or
not .
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parliamentary process of caom
mise; and this includes the
itical reunification of the co
try,and the withdrawal of 2
forces from"the.5 Counties.
fact is, these’ .particular
be fulfilled without major
detriment to that econemic and
structure which forms
@ssence of the nso-colonial
now rtuling Ireland. The
ruling cligque «can be in
with thst of the free State with-
out suffering =gconomic or sccial
disabilities;end without upsetting
the overzall 3ritish influence in
the country. Thes only thing that
the Unionists would lose by such
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09 1s in no way rev-
lutionary. In fact it is, Ffor
he maost part, complesmentary to
the continued ©opesrati of the
czpitalist system under which ths
‘country 1is now managed. So that
regardless of what Sinn zin
claims in EPSQEuLc to it being a
"revolutionary organization", it
1s na such th noi;and Gy associat-
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body.

A TRULY REVOLUTILNARY EROCRAM
for Ireland must,of necessi
diametrically opposedto

ing order of things. Thi

lDD cal; and since Irela
functions arcord1ﬂgto the di
of " capitalism, then, 1%
common’ sense Lo suggest that an
Irish revolutionary movement must
found its programme on the
iples of Revdlutionary i
There &chtSITDthpr known
native.

IT
movement
within
Hnd s
means
ship-

IS USUAL FOR A
te concelvuse
the limits of

Maxilmum programme.
that arevolutionary
will formulate its
soccial, political and
goals, which will be
the maximum programme;
represent, as 1t were,
ution as a finished
zvar, +to mobilize
must be taken

REVOLUTIGNARY
its aims
‘a minimum
This
leader-
ultimate
gconomic
considered
this will
the revol-
product. How-
the ple it
into account that
they ars not necessarily condit-
ioned t2-an accegtance of radical
changes in thelr way of life,reg-
ardless of how beneficial they be;
changes must Dbe introducad Qgrad-
ually, and not violently; people
must beacclimatizaed tochange, =and
this isbut matural. CongchEncly,
it ismecessary for the revolution-
ary leadership topresent an init-
igl programme that Ls at once an
advance on the prevailing order
but not too radical in its alter-
ations to that order, and, at the
same time complementary to the
maximum programme. The initial
programme is stvled the minimum
programme.

neo0

IN
is

PRACTICE THE
that by which the
obilized behind the
Un acquiring state

MINIMmUM
programms

people are
rsvolution.

power. the revolutionary movement
will immediately movs to implement
.this orogramme. Howsvsr, as cir-
cumstancess and conditions permit,
.additional programmes, gradually
-.incrgasing in radical content),
;ars  then presented and realized;
until sventually the maximum
programme 1s reached. In this
manner theg social, political and
gcanomic structure of the nation
is rtemoulded through a gradual
orocess or change. The :
acclimatized to this =vo
ary march FuLmsrd,tﬂey can
1t, and the final CDﬂditian will,
when rezachad, be acceptzd withaout
any gualms on their behalf.
i To 8g Continued.



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12.

ment. Surely,it must be apparent,
without delving deeper into the
events of the past year, that the
R.M. 1s as far removed from revo-
lutionary actiocn as is the Fres
State govarnment itself. The Rep-
ublican Movement is aparliamentary
body; 1its reactions to recent
gvents,combined with its policies
and programme,give adequate proof
of this. In eour opinion,the ills
of Ireland demand a revolutionary
remedy; and this in turn reqguires
the services of a revolutionary

movement . Unless revolutionary-
minded Irishmen awaken tothe fact
that they have to start answ and
construct such a movement, then,
we can ses little hope for salvat-
ion. The past yesar has ssen many
instances of the necessity for
a revolutionary leadership in
Ireland. Come togsthar you men of
revolutionary fibre and forge
such a leadership, such a2 move-
ment. It is the only hope Ireland
has got today.
*

A VOICE FROM THE PAST

THE ARMY COUNCIL CF THE I.R.A.
released early in 1935 3 "rolitical
and Economic Plan for the Republic
of Ireland.” This programme is,
in many ways, an. Llluminating
document ;especially when its con-
tents are compared to the present
programme of the Republican Maove-
ment . We will republish this
programme. in . its entirety at a
later date -for the perusal of our
readers. However, we will now
quote a few excerpts fram the int-
Toduction, just to give an idea as
~to the ‘tenor of this. historic
document. )

"THE RESCURCES AND WEALTH OF
the Nation. are very largely inthe
Possession and under the control
of those sections who. are hostile
to National Fresdom, and who have
sllied themselves with .B8ritish
Imperialism. The immediate task
is to rescue from them the her-
itage which they have robbed . amd
plundered from the mass of the
people. The powarful interests
which dominate Irish life at pres-
ent were built up on the basis of
the Conquest. .

THE MACHINERY OF STATE WAS
devised and has been developed to
serve these interests. The.powers
af this State machine must be
smashed. The machinery of State
of the Republic of Ireland willbe
devised -to serve, not amy priv-
ileged sesctions, but the needs of

s the_whole people.”

... "LAND SETTLEMENT. CANNOT
be seriously tackled while it pro-
- Ceeds on the lines of Land Acts
and Land Bonds Acts digtated by
the landlords. The enftire Land
Commission with its whole land-
lord-created system must be swept
away . Landlordism has its root
in the Conquest, and consequently
it must be abolished. As far as
Possible restitution must be dem-
anded from the plunderers of Irish
soil."

..."CWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF
industry are in the hands of ind-
ividuals and of companies whose
only object is to reap the high-
est profits which can be extract-
ed, and who,naturally, while act-

uated by this objsct will strikse
to keep the workers in economic
bondage."

"MOREOVER, INDUSTRIAL CRGCANIZATI-

on on such a basis will,in time ,

Tead to more widespread unemploy-
S ment, poverty and hunger, ag -

is

the tase today in every Highly in-

dustrialised taountry

which ™ has
reached the maximum of productiue
capacity. Side by side with vast
actusl andpotential wealth andpro-
ductivecapacit%millionsarestar—

ving. Our ‘programme aims at elimin-

ating these gvils FromIrish soci-
ety,by the estatblishment of amore
Just and ‘saner econaomic and social
order." :
. . ... "MEM3ERS OF THE IRISH
Republican Army must accept the

responsibility which the orgamis-

ation has shouldered and which
history anmd traditiom has impased
on it; that is the leadership of
the strunale far National Freedom

.and for  the economic libaration
of the people. Not.only must Lhey
be Lthe Oroanised”3nd armed vas-
guard DUt they must .also supply

leadership amd guidance inditect-
ing” the thounhts of the people
along construstive revolutionary
lines, " - )
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THERE CAN BE LITTLE .DOUBT
but that the I~®.A. has strayed
a hell of a long way from the path

trod by the men of the thirties;
and Ireland is the worse off for
it. We Republicans got rid of

Simn Fein once;if the remmants of
the present I.R.A. desire to ret-
urn to the path of reuolution,they
had better do so again,or be lost
forever to the Irish causs.



