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JOB CRISIS GROWS
MORE FIRMS COLLAPSE

-
-

See pages 8 & 9

Civil ights answer to
cIvil war

The continued horrible growth in the numbers of sectarian killings, the
noisy belligerence of Vanguard leader Rill Craig, the calls for UDI all
are increasing the fearsof an im pending civil war in the North. Politics is
receding further into the background as wild demands are made on all
sides.

But as Tomas Mac Giolla, President of Sinn Fein pointed out in Ar-
magh on Sunday, June 1, ‘‘As i
British political control over the Dbe re-established around the
North rests firmly in the hands of demand for the restoration of the
the British Government, they Orange ascendancy’’.

£  must bear the responsibility for Mr. Mac Giolla eoncluded,

finding a solution. ““Now the British Conservative

“Thus whether the Convention  Party, itself lurching well to the
produces a majority report, a right is moving towards the
majority and minority report or establishment of an alliance with
even a consensus report, it is the UUUC. The consequences of
ultimately only the British this would be disastrous not only
Government which has the power for the Irish people but also for the
to take the steps necessary to  British.”

bring peace, democracy and For most people in the North
community reconciliation to the the ‘‘consequences’’ are talkeci

area. The day that this happens  apout in terms of a bloody and
Seems no nearer. horrible civil war. The Ar-

““Not for the first time have mageddon mentalitv i
British reactionaries used Ireland ala.fmmgly, aideél 1?{ ﬁ;ﬂﬂeﬁgjenn%

45 a recrulling and traiming pe uat only the actions of the

grounc tor the furtherance of gectarian Kkillers but a planned

their policies in Britain. History rumour ca :
seems again to be repeating itself. nermer sha.rn;?sa:l'_gn among the

The failure of the British Labour While the future in the North

Government to implement seems bleak, to surrender to

democratic policies such as in- doomsday feelings is exactly what
troducing a comprehensive Bill of the enemies of peace and

Trade Union and Civil RIghts  more than ever must the forces of
Movements, coupled with their the left unite to prevent the

failure to reform the R.U.C. has ibilit ivil war becomin
allowed the Unionist monolith to ?ﬁi}rﬁig ?é:ni; ve ¥
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LETTERS

But the LR.S. P, say, and |
gquote ‘‘we are in the
business not to come to
power, not of creating =
workers state''. (1. Times
2D/4/73).

But surely there is a con
tradiction here for 1 do not
se¢ how they can be a
political party and not be
interested in coming to
power. And if they are not
interested in coming to
power first what are they
interested in. (1 place no
significance on the use of
the word business except to
say it is an unfortunate
choice of word). Well
perhaps we shall see.

The LR.S.P. say ‘‘we are the
only party with the correct
attitude to the relationship
between the nation and
class questions’'. Yet when
asked if the LR.S.P. is a
Marxist or Marxist.
Leninist the answer comes
back *‘‘Marxist''. But
Leninism is Marxism of
the era of Imperialism and
proletarian revolution.

Does this mean to suggest
that Leninism is irrelevant
to present day conditions in
Ireland, does this mean to
suggest that Imperialism
is not the main enemy in
Ireland, does this mean to
suggest that the enormous
wealth of experience bulilt
up and paid for with so
much blood should all be
discarded with the word
Leninism.

Surely they cannot be saying
that Leninism has nothing
to offer on the relationship
between the national and
class questions. But,
perhaps this is precisely
what they are saying!

Now I believe that it is im-
portant to analyse
carefully what they say but
far more important is an
analysis of what they do.

it appears that the LLR.S.P.
has attracted to itself a
military wing which is
defined as armed support
and any military line
depends on the political
line which it expresses. But
the ‘‘political’”’ line clearly
states that there is no
desire to come to power, 80
what then can be the
reason for assassinating
life-long Republicans and
Socialists and the at.
tempted assassination of
others who have given
years of service to the
Movement.

I can’t help remembering
that Littlejohn was sent to
Ireland by the British

@ Liam McMillen, murdered by
1.R.S.P.

Can it be coincidental that at

a time of the greatest ever
crisis of imperialism that
these divisions appear iIn
the Republican Movement
— the imperialists know
very well that they cannot
prevail against a united
Republican Movement and
s0 they seek by one means
or another to divide it.

It is possible to have a United
Republican Movement — it
is not necessary that all
should shgre similar
ideological loyalties. We
can have unity without
without uniformity. We can
unite around a principled
struggle for national in-
dependence and anti-
imperialism.

I think the timé has come to
say we have had enough
divisions which only help

the imperialists, we have

had enough of political
contraceptives who seek to
deny the birth of
revolutionaries.

The time has come for us to
say: We are engaged in the
conquest of political power
— we are engaged In
creating ‘a worker’'s state
— we are revolutionaries
and we will make a
revolution.

Finally, shouting socialism a
thousand times will not
bring socialism into
existence nor will calling
yourself socialist make you
S0.

It is as well now and again to
remember the National
Socialist Party of Ger-

many.
With kindest regards and
comradely greetings.
Noel Jenkinson,
Venceremos.

*x * *

Comrades,

We send you our most
heartfelt regrets. Today is

the anniversary of Norway

as an Independent state.

Yesterday we received the
news that another two
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CABHAIR
Irish Republican Prisoners Defence and Aid Fund

30 GARDINER PLACE, DUBLIN 1.

Funds urgently needed for:

Republican Prisoners Woelfare

Aid for their Dependants

Legal Aid

Noel Jenkinson Strasbourg Appeal

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED

™

members of the Republican
Movement have been
murdered by those agents of
British Imperialism, the
IRSP. We cannot express our
sorrow on hearing this. One
of them a young man whose
only crime was selling the
United Irishman, the other
the gallant ILiam McMillen.

Even here in Norway
people have heard of the
bravery of Liam MacMillen.
By killing him the IRSP have
decisively proved them-
selves the hirelings of Im-
perialism that they are.

Please send our condolences
to his family and to the

family of Paul Crawford.

The solidarity movement
here in Norway stands firmly
behind you and against the
IRSP. |

Sean Fox, Paul Crawford
and Liam MacMillen. The
names shall be remembered
by the revolutionary
movement all over the world.
The name of the organisation
that killed them will also be
remembered, with disgust
and hatred.

On behalf of Irland-
sfronten, Norway,
Ken Jackson, Secretary.

Many other tributes to the members
of the Movement murdered |In
Belfast have arrived at Head office
from all parts of the world. Un-
fortunately we cannot print them
all. But we feel that readers would
like to know that a speclal com-
memoration was held In New York
at which the oration was delivered

by Llam Kelly, formerly of County
Tyrone.

Edlitor. I

Third Annual Commemoration

DESSIE MACKEN
“ 218t June.
Assemble Milltown
Cemetery, Belfast.
11.30 a.m.
Prominent Speakers.

Large

Newry
march

Over 1,500 people took part
in the first annual McAlin-
den-Rowntree com-
memmoration in Newry,
Sunday May 18. Wreaths
were lald on the Republican
Plot and at the McAlinden
family grave. Following a
two minutes silence and the
playing of the Last Post, the
oration was delivered by Des
O'Hagan, Director of
Education, Sinn Fein.

Mr. O'Hagan claimed that
Martin McAlinden and
Coleman Rowntree were
killed ‘‘deliberately and cold
bloodedly so that the Irish
people would fear, would
cease to demand the right to
claim this country in (its
entirety for their own.”

“We who desire the total
unrestricted freedom of the

Irish people would seem
indeed to be in dark days.
Not only politically but also
economically does it seem
that our people are being
crushed into the ground,

Duleek Irish Wolfhounds |

Specialising in Breeding Irish
Wolfhounds.

Exporters to the Continent and the |
US.A. "

IRISH WOLFHOUND PUPPIES |
FOR SALE -
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Irish working class as the
only power in this country.

““That is the sole task of the
Republican Movement. It is
to change the course of
history with the support of
the architects of our history,
the working people of

Ireland.
“For us as for all genuine

national liberation
organisations whether in
Vietnam, Guinea-Bissau or
Mozambique, independence
is only really meaningful if
we have full control of the
means of creating wealth of
our entire economy,’”’ Mr.
O’Hagan concluded.

In defence of

working farmers

is the title of the Farmers Defence
Association’s latest pamphlet,
Outlines the association’s com-
prehensive policy particularly in
relation to Land structure,
Livestock and Pig Industries. Price
10p. Fully off-set printed.

- workers who still have jobs, try

The cuts in Public Expenditure can only
hasten the march to the million, as local
authorities find it necessary to shed labour
while absorbing further cuts on what is
already, financially, a skeletal frame.
Those experts who ‘‘can skin a flea'’ will be
much in demand.

The Steel Industry, (Public Sector) which
has been struggling since the three-day
week, 1974, is now preparing for massive
lay-offs and extended short-time working.
L.osses are now running into tens of millions
of pounds and between now and early June,
desperate measures will be invoked, drastic
reductions in Contract Work — tougher
buying policies — large-scale redundancies
— the classic answers to the crisis, which
themselves will tend to worsen the
situation.

Meanwhile, the cost-conscious Coal Board
now seems to be basking in the sunshine of
success. While the higher level of produc-
tivity would appear to demonstrate the
correctness of the policy of those who fought
for the higher earnings scale, one wonders
what Britain intends to do with the moun-
tains of coal that no one will want, and no
one can buy by the end of 1975.

Economic problems cannot be solved by
wage cuts, by redundancies, by short-time
working. Whatever the effects of these
measures, workers will still feel, as always,
that they are entitled to defend their
standards of living. Large-scale battles can
be expected on the wages front as those
. _ to recoup
their losses. By October, Mr. Healey, if he is
~still there, may find it necessary to com-
mence applying the time-honoured
measures used to increase demand for

onsumer goods, and so start the curve of
inemployment, once more on the down.

risoners in Portlaois
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socialist does he see a held later in June. The d
solution to apartheid in the provincial meetings will b
extermination of white South elect members to the
Afncaq workeys. The SC el l Ie associations National O]
comparison is vald. Executive and also make T
The future, North and plans for the further ex- b
South, is dominated by two pansion of the association in P
issues around which the Scrap Svory “Counhty.[itepresens -
mass of the people can be .ﬁ‘;ﬁf}ia‘i‘f Ithe daasﬁ?iaﬂofﬁ n
mobilised. Progressive The decision to scrap the . AR -
issues for the benefit of all. proposed motorway xl;ithm attend each of the provincial =
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CUI’IFI‘DI over the wealth families can heave a sigh @ Clir Sullivan, headed Ring Road mEEt}ngS will be held on June st
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of relief families whose Mayo, respectivel Th
The recent decision of the homes lay within the area The Republican Clubs are Ulster‘meeti?'l is ;.E 4 d fue
Northern Ireland Civil of the planned route. b € 1S planned for
; Ire submitting the following June 29th, als S
Rights Association to end the Nevertheless, the whole City al ' 0 & SN,
! proposals to the Co. Antrim while the Leinst tin
people’s pledge, which Motorway Plan raises a Executive for discussion still in th ootz
Republican Local Govern- number of questions which prior to a submission to the but S SIgoNOl DISAT
ment Councillors supported, must be answered publicly Department of the E ]&1 o Erobably be st R
is an important opportunity B ullingar late in June. !
to advance the struggle 3
against the vicious con- Py
tinuation of repression in the
North. A real opposition by ot
lt:t?mrglﬁed Republicans in Bri ;h‘
e Council Chambers will ritish policy throughout the world is dictated b “
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right to exploit our own namely Brlti';h Slh Government would examine it — .
natural resources. oot alte mnclmlg:frests. then we are forced to the &ﬁl
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) ption of whether to withdraw B
democracy in_the North; a gﬂfﬂl the North or not the British government would EIE“1
refusal fo meet the challenge € on the economic, political and strategic con-
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operatively operated
farms. The co-op farms
envisaged would be 1,000
acres or more in size and
would be made up of small
tarms whose owners would
voluntary come together to
form the co-ops. Such co-
ops would benefit from
mechanisation as much as
large farms do and would
allow farmers time off and
other such benefits.
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C.LE.

for the
hatchet

Is C.I.LE. Road Freight
Section being run down?
Jim Creegan, Chairman of
the C.ILE. Road Freight
Section of the Cork No. §
Branch of the Irish
Transport and General
Workers Union certainly
seems to think so. In
support of his contention,
he produces some alar-
ming facts.

C.I.LE. has three Iin-
ternational road haulage
licences (two were taken

the expense of the Irish and combines, who have
workers. invested heavily in new

transport and could not be In
a position to provide work for
And the these all year round,

As we see it, liberalisation
would encourage these CcCoO-
ops to engage in the haulage
of agricultural products,

such as beet, grain, etc.

We, the members of CIlK

Road F'reight in Cork, have
reason to be concerned at the
Minister for Transport and
Power’'s Liberalisation Bill,

These areas of haulage
would be easily obtainable by
which is due to come into
effect in January 1976.

co-ops once liberalisation of
transport has gone through
because of the way in which
farming is becoming tied up
with co-ops.

Incidentally, we, in the

We feel that, if this Bill is to We think that it i1s im-
go through the Dail as perative at this stage that the
proposed, it will Dbe Minister should give some
detrimental to the jobs of a protection to existing
number of people in the Road hauliers and not open the
Kreight Section, which is in a floodgates which will

Road Freight Section in
Cork, obtain a considerable
amount of work transporting
these agricultural products.

from them for inability to very shaky position at inevitably mean a loss of

prove that they had use for present. Indeed we know that jobs.

them) yet they have no the private hauliers are very
equipment for the tran- anxious also because this Bill 2 4

A L | -
ed R B T K,
"1-'!. b By, - L -

CUt_a » V a y ® Mr. Clinton, Minister lor

will effect them as well. We
know that in accordance with
K.E.C. regulations transport
has to be liberalised by 1976.
But we, in the Road F'reight

sport of food. Yet, a private
haulage interest recently
imported 70 refrigerated
containers for this very
purpose. If private haulage

Agriculture,

A very significant demand

can cater for this traffic,
why not C.LLE.?

All this takes place while
foreign private hauliers
collect .intervention beef
from Ireland and C.LE.
could, if properly equip-
ped, in conjunction with
the Irish shipping services
provide a door-to-door

Section, believe that
cognisance should be taken
of the position which will
prevail 1f this BIill goes
through .in its entirety,
particularly in the present
economic depression with
consequent job losses which
shows all the signs of being
with us for a long time to

bogs
plan

A booklet titled IN
DEFENCE OF WORKING
FARMERS was launched

concerning the future of
cut-away bogs now in the
possession of Bord na
Mona is made. Here the
Farmers Defence urges
the development of large
co-op farms to be run by
small farmers  and
larourers (no doubt in-
cluding those turf workers
whom Bord na Mona are

at a press conference in the
y FARMERS DEFENCE
| . head-office in Belvedere
: Place, Dublin on Sunday
last (June 8th).
The booklet, published by the organisation.
Farmers Defence IN DEFENCE OF
Association, contains WORKING FARMERS
several well researched sells at 10p and is available
articles on subjects such as from The Farmers
Land Structure, the Defence Association, 8
Livestock trade, the Pig Belvedere Place, Dublin 1
Industry and the Beef and most newsagents.
Incentive Scheme. Other The Officer board elected for
aspects of agriculture like, the coming year is as
. the Farm Modernisation follows: Chairman Owen
Scheme and the Pigs and ‘ Kirk (Monaghan; Vice-
Pa.ct;n Commi:iaiau m;mia Chairman, Sean O Driscoll
n for mention also. (Kildare); Secreta P
Following each article the Fortune) (Kllk;{:’nyl;l;l

delivery service. come,

A largely similar situation
exists in the steel industry
where C.I.LE. control the
haulage but only operate
about one half, the
remainder being sub-
contracted to private in-
terests with the profits on
sub-contracting going to
Irish Steel.

Added to this is the fact that
the C.ILE. monopoly of
limestone haulage is sub-
contracted to private in-
terests at a margin of 12
per cent.

A few years ago, the coach-
building section of C.LE.
was handed over to a

about to make redundant).
Certainly some very im-
portant suggestions from
Ireland’s Smaller-farmers

Belgian firm. official policy of the Minutes Secreta Chris
| ry,
M. o o et ity e 8 Bl T
: sport. clearly. Treasurer,
ding over all the profitable Among the interesting McKenna (L:ltrinf; a ";I'Bhg
transport available in this Apart  from E.E.C. demands of the Farmers 20 man executive com.-

regulations, it is now widely
recognised that immense
pressure for liberalisation is
coming from the big co-ops

Defence is one urging
special assistance from the
government for the
development of .co-

country to private com-
mercial interests at the
expense of massive
redundancy in C.LLE, — at

mittee will be elected at
provincial meetings at
present being held
throughout the country.

sapped the very last ounce of independence out of the
Southern bourgeoisie. The determination of the
Coalition Government to push through the Criminal
Law (Jurisdiction) Bill shows them to be totally
committed to Britain’s policies in the North. Thus
despite the very obvious setbacks which they have
experienced, the overall benefits to Britain have been
-worth all the expenditure of military personnel and of
money. Neo-unionist policies are now being pushed
more strongly in the 26 Co’s. than at any time since the
latw.;l iﬂl’:. 'It];'lii ;::‘lﬂﬂl;'l}' be to Britain’s advantage.
as the sh themselves admit, their policy |
the North takes place on a much wider ’sta e tlilloan 51;:
Which runs between Dublin and London. The Gardiner
Report which was published in January of this year
stated that whatever the form of devolved government
worked out between it and Britain, Northern Ireland
:lrnuid remain part of the United Kingdom. The basis
or this assertion was that whatever their own wishes
on the matter their obligation to NATO and the Com-
T e B s S e 2
view r role as !
Ml:;:u Bl:;de;ﬂln“garkm Ulster’. g e
€ the British Government are in no doubt a
their presence in the North the same cannot be nlm:
:i whole range of political parties and individuals as
verse as Rev, Arlow and the Provisionals. For their
" pl::ﬂcu_lu reasons these aoph believe that the British
tluu‘::n: ifm withdraw, The consequences of this are A
@ time when maximum pressure should be : T reform of the RUC. To rebuild the forces nec |
l A S ey i i, Sl
o DY IRt ;A Diaxth ' "
_ocady . . Y . + "-'.~.= auaﬂilllllﬁ. tﬁ‘r Mﬂve ori m

Rights is postponed for at least a vear w
Feather’s Human Rights Commiisinn 22:::5::2
whether or not one is necessary. And with unem-
ployment at 7.1 per cent and investment at a standstill
ecnﬁmlnc Ilziru:pects ln:ll:; bleak. .
e British are see to divert le’
to the Convention away frgm the real l;:‘f!:.i;;:iﬂm
want everyone to forget is that whether the Convention
produces a single report or different reports after six
months the British Government will still have the
responsibility to provide a solution to these problems
ritish policies must be challenged all along the
line. Thus demands such as are made by the British
Troops Out Movement simply for the withdrawal of
British Troops ignores the whole range of complex
com ity, social, economic and political question
which the Irish people and indeed British democr :
oD s et e oo g o theBrica
presence in Irelan w e
mu'lﬁl be made to reduce. - oo Govemmmt
ere are certainly keen needs in
present which cannot wait the umcuttl:; r:?’ﬁ:‘ e
vention circus. The first is the immediate endi Con-
internment and the release of all political prh;‘ gt
i Alrandf there has been too much delay on this S
Secondly the British Government must pass g Bh-m‘
Ri as demanded by NICRA. There Hl of

disbanding of the UDR and a clearly seen g, ¢,

o
W=

This lets the British off the hook. Thus Internment

continues. There Is no reft Thu _ @ H'". Thntch T T T It is a task which will undoubtedly
no reform of the RUC. A Bill of Cooibasy ér making overtures to Cralg and ;::: Ehm“wtg:n n?: Seas ,Lh' Ilt&mttvur:z mdhl:rﬂ
re is no other way,

1
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It was after the conclusion of the

special training that Mickey first
suggested the possibility of my
working in the country as National
Organiser for the Fianna. Mickey
was well aware of my connections
with the Belfast Fianna, and of my
continued interest in the Republican
Youth Movement. Apparently this
idea of a travelling organiser had
been discussed and approved at
G.H.Q. It was not a new idea, other
young men before me had travelled
the country on such work; since the
formation of the Fianna nearly
thirty years earlier, this work of
recruiting and organising had been
going on. I was very pleased and
rather proud to have been chosen as
the latest Organiser, and to follow
thus in the footsteps of Liam
Mellowes. Eagerly and happily I
looked forward to starting work at
the earliest opportunity.

To help prepare me for the task,
Mickey Introduced me to a number
of people who would be able to assist
and advise me. Together we called
one afternoon at the Plunkett house
in Ballsbridge.

Fiona Plunkett, a senior officer of
Cumann na mBan, brought us into a
large room on the right of the hall,
and, after a few moments con-
versation, left us to fetch George.
While we waited, Jack Plunkett
wandered into the room, but soon
left when he found we were not
discussing Army business. Jack, a
signatory of the Proclamation of
January, was more interested in
I.LR.A. affairs. In appearance he
resembled his brother Joseph Mary,
a signatory of the 1916 Proclamation
and one of the sixteen leaders
executed after the surrender of the
Republican Forces. The Plunketts,
steeped for sixty years in Irish
Republican tradition and history,
are one of the more prominent
families which have contributed to
the continuity of Republican prin-
ciples and ideals.

Later, with George, we went into
the dining-room where tea was
already in progress. At the head of
the table sat an old man with snow-
white hair and beard, Count George
Noble Plunkett. This was the man
who, twenty-two years earlier, had
set Ireland alight with the first Sinn
Fein victory in the North
Roscommon bye-election. Then, a
couple of years later, he revealed his
utter unselfishness and lack of
personal ambition by standing down
in favour of De Valera when the
newly elected T.D.’s met to choose
the President of the Irish Republic.

Beside the Count sat his wife,
engaged in lively conversation with
those nearest her, now and again
pausing to explain to her husband,
who suffered from deafness, what
was going on, and occasionally
turning to greet new arrivals at the
table. Mickey, George and I sat at
the opposite end of the long polished
table and, while having tea, con-
tinued our chat on the plans for the
Fianna. As Chief Scout with many
years of experience, George was
able to help me to a proper ap-
preciation of the importance of
Fianna Eireann in a Republican

Ireland both of to-day, and of the
future.

Next day I met Diarmuid Fitz-
patrick for the first time. Diarmuid
then had his bookshop in O’Connell
Street — he later moved around the
corner to a bigger shop in Cathedral
Street — and during the next two
years I was to spend many hours
browsing among the books and
chatting with Diarmuid, mainly of
Republican affairs, and always
benefiting by his advice and long
experience of Irish political life.

Later I called to see Brian
O'Higgins, renowned publisher of
the ‘Wolfe Tone Weekly’, explained
my new Fianna mission to him, and
asked him if he would be willing to
publish a weekly report from me on
Fianna activities throughout the
country. Brian readily agreed and,
from July onwards, faithfully
printed short articles from the
Flanna Organiser in the ‘Wolfe Tone

@ fFrank McGlade (far right), this yvear’s
Bodenstown’s Chairman, marching there
in 1960.

Weekly'.

It is perhaps of interest now to
recall the circumstances of the
premature demise of this popular
paper. Early in September, with the
outbreak of war in Europe, a strict
censorship was imposed, bearing
specially heavily on Republican
publications. Rather than accept the
one-sided anti-Republican bias of
the Free State censorship, Brian,
who was both editor and publisher of
the paper, reluctantly decided to
cease publication.

So the Republican Movement was
left without an open organ for the
expression of its Ideals, Principles
and Policy. The ‘War News’ quickly
took its place. An ‘underground
newspaper’, War News did very well
in the hands of the enthusiastic Staff
of the I.R.A. Publicity Department,
but failed to match the Wolfe Tone
Weekly either in quality, or in the
extent of its appeal or popularity.

Brian had one last dig at the Free
State Government and its censors,
with one of his final posters.

By Government Order in June, the
I.R.A. had been declared an
‘unlawful organisation’ and
newspapers were no longer per-
mitted to print the words ‘Irish
Republican Army’, or the letters
‘I.R.A.". All future references to the
I.R.A. were to be concealed in such
phrases as ‘a certain illegal body’,
or ‘an unlawful organisation’. Of
course, terms such as ‘blood-
hardened criminals’ or ‘terrorists’
were particularly sure of passing the
Censor.

Later, with George, we went
into the dining-room where tea
was already in progress. At the
head of the table sat an old man
with snow white hair and beard,
Count George Noble Plunkert.

On the last Friday of publication of
the Wolfe Tone Weekly, Brian's
posters appeared outside every
newsagent’'s shop in the City,
bearing the simple legend:

Irish
Revival

Again

A wink is as good as a nod to a
blind mule, but Republicans, and
many who were not, chuckled at this
last act of defiance by an Irish
Republican editor.

Laght
wm the

Black
North

With few exceptions, the rest of
the ‘National’ Press fell into line
with the requirements of the Cen-
sorship, paralyzed by the
declaration of the ‘State of
Emergency’, by fear of the Censor.
but most of all by the mere fact that
they too were a vital part of the Free
State system, and therefore sworn
enemies of any movement genuinely

struggling to make our people truly
free and independent.

More than ever before, from now
on, the Republican Movement would
be faced with the open hostility of
practically all organs of publicity in
Ireland in a one-sided struggle
against a sustained campaign of
lies, deceit, Insinuation, wilful
misinterpretation ang misin-
formation — all in the sacred cause
of Unity through Neutrality, while g
quarter of a million young men and

women were being recruited for
British Armed Forces, o

When Freedom's migh
Whirls from their ﬂu‘glebsm?l:

puppet kings
Down to unhonoured death.

And Freedom's flower from his

Andfaritéseedsmblown
To bloom anew in boyish h

hearts
That honour young Wolf Tone"’
— (Felimy Fidileir). * ;

- big days of Republican Ireland
day when men and women, hoysdg'n: |

girls, gather together from the
Thirty Two Counties to honour the
memory of Theobald Wolfe Tone,
Justly revered as the Father and
Founder of Irish Republicanism,

ME?THEMH

and the original & i in Treland
of the Principles of the Brotherbood
of Man.

On the last Sunday in June of each
year, the Republican pecple <on-
verge on his lonely grave =
Bodenstown Churchyard To e
beat of the drum, and the skirl of the
war-pipe, Tone's faithful disciples,
sometimes in their many thousands,
at other times of low ebh I
Republican enthusiasm and a&
tvity, only in their hundreds, make
this annual pilgrimage to e
graveside of the man who first
enunciated to an enslaved people the

mmmemmnw
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Wolfe
Tone

and the
gospel
of the

Republic

counties. These local officers were
to come together at one particular
centre for the meetings.

My share of the task comprised

six Counties, including Mayo,
Galway, Roscommon, Longford,
Westmeath and Meath. Contacts
had been arranged for six p.m. each
evening, and I was supplied with a
bicvcle for making the trips from
one county to the next across the
breadth of Ireland. This bicycle, a
Rudge-Whitworth sports model, was
to become an essential part of my
equipment during more than two
year’s on the run’. I have no way of
estimating the many thousands of
miles I travelled during that time,
over some of the roughest roads and
boreens in the country, in and out of
ditches, across ploughed fields and
over stony hills, in fair weather and
foul, but during that time my most
dependable ally, whatever the
conditions, was my bicycle. I am
quite sure that, without my bicycle,
I would not have lasted quite so long
‘on the run’.

At the Old Malt House, Galway, 1
met Mrs. Walsh, and one by one as
they arrived home, her son F'ursie,
her daughter Mary, and other
members of the family I never got to
know the house.properly. Behind an
unassuming front, the Old Malt
House wandered and turned and
twisted over half of Galway. At least
that was how it seemed to me. A
couple of months after this one-day
visit, I spent a week in it. Perhaps it
would be nearer the truth if I said
that I lost a week in it. Any time that
I left the sitting-room for another
part of the house, I was almost
certain to find myself five minutes
later wandering, helplessly lost,
through a maze of Passages from
which, from time to time, various
members of the family would rescue
me, laughing their heads off, no
doubt. I do believe that visitors to
the Old Malt should be supplied with
a map, a torch and a compass.

Mrs. Walsh by then had been
widowed for nineteen years, ever
since the Black-andTans took her

Joe Doherty continues with his
personal recollections of the ‘30's: his
entry into Fianna Eireann and his
gradual development as a8 Republican.
Many of our readers will know of the

role that Joe Doherty played in the
4)’'s a8 a senior member of the
Republican Movement prior to his
imprisonment

ruture articles will recall the tur

husband out of the house, murdered
him and threw his body into the Bay.
She and her family, suitably 1m-
pressed by this action necessary to
the ‘Better Government of Ireland
remained as always, fervent
workers for and supporters of the
Republican Cause. _

About eight o’clock, with Fursie
and other officers of the City Bat-
talion, we set off by car for the venue
of the meeting. Judge my Surprise
when we went back all the seventeen
miles to Headford through which I
had cycled just that afternoon.
Making much better time than I
had, we soon arrived at a large
newly-built set off the road a short
distance from the town. This was the
home of Tony D’Arcy who within the
short space of ten months was 10
take part in the now historic Hunger-
Strike culminating in his death on
the 56th day, followed three days
leter by that of Jack M’Neela, his
stalwart comrade from Mallaranny,
W. Mayo.

Tony was a big, hearty, jovial man
with an infectious laugh and an
unquenchable thirst for serious
discussion and pugnacious
argument. We were soon introduced
to the other men already present in
the house, and then got down to the
business which had brought us
together. That being disposed of,
discussion became general and
ranged over many aspects of
Republican affairs, a discussion
dominated by the vivid personality
of D’Arcy who rose to his feet, time
after time, to throw fresh fuel on the
blazing fire of the debate, now and
again pounding with his fist on the
table as he drove home his points.

A man of tremendous energy and
vitality, Tony, as well as farming,
was engaged in the hackney ‘and
funeral undertaking business.
Through all three was closely woven
the stout thread of his life and ac-
tivities as an I.R.A. officer. Many of
his comrades still recall the times
when Tony would pack as many men
of his unit into the motor-hearse as
would seat a small bus and drive
merrily all the way to Bodenstown
or any other place where
Republicans gathered to honour
their Dead. Tony was a man who
loved to talk, but when the need
arose he acted accordingly. All
Ireland had need to be sad on the
day when the gay, laughing voice of
this great, lovable Man of the West
was silenced for ever in St. Bricin's
Military Hospital, Dublin.

This was the home of Tony
D°Arcy who within the short
space of ten months was lo
take part in the new historic
hunger strike culminating in his
death on the 55th day, followed
three days later by that of Jeck
McNeela.

Next morning I set off on the fifty-
four mile journey to Roscommon
Town, along roads which at times
were bounded by great stretches of
low-lying bogland. Here and there, I
had my first close view of men
preparing and cutting the turf-banks
on which rural Ireland depends for
fuel. In many places, the weather
having been extremely favourable,
the winter’s supply of turf had
already been saved and stacked in
clamps on the boreens at points
convenient to the roadway, whence
it was being removed on flat two-
wheeled carts drawn in many cases
by the humble donkey, that hard-
working friend of the mmirﬁeasant.’
to the widely scattered farmsteads.

bulence of the ‘40's and the
developments which culminated in the
bombing campaign in Britain. There are
many similarities between that period
and the present confusion which exists
in the minds of many of our people

~ Joe Doherty's path to Republican
Socialism was through those difficult
years; his expenences recounted here
should help the uncertain to decide

Leadin
army

units

attacked
the
gate

I found my next contact very soon
after my arrival, and was soon
brought to meet the Roscommon
Adjutant, John Ward, a shy, quiet,
unassuming man. After tea we rode
out on our bicycles to the venue of
the meeting a few miles north of the
town, where we met the O/C, Bertie
M'Cormick, a small, dark man, with
a merry glint in his eye, ac-
companied by his Staff officers.

After concluding our business,
John and Bertie suggested that I
come along with them to see what
they called ‘the beginnings of a
Republican Air Force’. Much in-
trigued, I went along with them to a
farmhouse a mile or so along the
road where a young Volunteer
showed me, quite proudly, the
aeroplane he was building. A
monoplane, built mainly of plywood

- and canvas, its design workmanship

and finish were a credit to its young
constructor, and to his father for
craftwork.

““Do you think that it will ever take
to the air’’ 1 asked him. He shrugged
his shoulders and smiled. I never
met him again, but I have often
wondered what became of the
I.R.A.’s first aeroplane.

As Sunday was Bodenstown Day, 1
decided to travel on the excursion
train to Dublin. Aware that this
occasion would bring the full
complement of G-men to Victoria
Station, I enlisted the help of George
Hanna, to ensure a safe passage.

Lisburn, just outside Belfast, was
the first stopping station for the
Dublin special. George, therefore,
arranged to pick me up on Sunday
morning in his car and run me to
Lisburn station where I could safely
board the train and join my friends.

On arrival at Amiens Street
Station where earlier trains from
the North had already deposited
their loads, the huge crowds of men,
women, boys and girls began
assembling in their various units
according to organisations, I.LR.A.,
Cumann na mBan, Fianna Eireann,
and Cumann na gCailini, in
preparation for the parade to
Harcourt Street Station where we
were to entrain for Bodenstown via
Sallins. I chose to march with the
Belfast Fianna.

In the midst of the hustle and
bustle, came confirmation of the
report that had been buzzing among
us for the last few hours. The
Bodenstown Pilgrimage had been
banned and the movement of trains
from Harcourt Street Station
stopped. On the heels of this story
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came the report that the main ;':r:}t:;
into the roadway had been (:]F’th:w
and barred, defended by a larfffj
force of Gardai, and thal we WGE (
not be allowed to march into the (,.ftrt}tf
centre. Feeling was intense, ye
most of us in the rear half of thf:3
parade were uncertain whaE wi
going on as one rumour was hlit..q
ceeded by another. The leadIng Lmr*f{
of the Army began a frontal a't’[,:au.th
on the gate, while the Ballymaca{‘rge
‘E’ Company scaled the high Sl p
wall, dropped to the streel Emd
rushed the Guards from the gide an 1
rear In a few minutes it was al
over. A triumphant cheer went up
from a thousand throats as the
Guards broke and fled in dl:'-;ardm.*:
some of them nursing SOre€ hE‘.‘ﬂ:’jfz.
the gates burst open and the I\c?lr-
thern Republicans marched lp‘rc:-u i)i
along Liffey’s side and up O’'Conne
Street to the G.P.O. On every corner
of the street from the bridge !:G
Parnell Street, the men of the Dublin
Brigade had already assembled 1O
protect their Northern comrades as
they defied the sham-Republlcain
authority which dared to deny 1O
Irishmen the right to honour
Theobald Wolfe Tone. : _
A very successful and enthusiastic
demonstration ended with the public
burning of the Union Jack,‘and tl"f?
fervent singing of ‘A Soldier s Sor}g :
The police force remained inactive.
An open clash in the stree’_[s of
Dublin with Northern Republicans
would probably not have suited the
hypocritical policy of the Free State.

On Wednesday afternoon July 5th,
I started off on the first stage oif my
tour as National Fianna Organiser.
It was a warm mid-summer’s day as
I set out — before my task would be
completed, it would be mid-winter,
and I would have covered some
thousands of miles on my bicycle.

On the Navan Road as 1 left
Cabra, I rode into a fine misty rain,
but after putting a few miles past
me, the skies cleared a little and the
rain ceased. About fifteen miles
from Dublin, I came to a sign-post
pointing west to ‘‘the Hill of Tara"'.
Well, I thought, in the words of the
old song ‘I may never pass this way
again’ so I turned off on the steady
climb to the top of the Hill.

Guards broke and fled in !
disorder, some of them nursing
sore heads; the gates burst
open and the Northern
Republicans marched proudly
along Liffey's side and up
O‘Connell Street to the G.P.O.

_—____-_

They tell me that from the Hill of
Tara, seven counties adjoining
Meath can be seen, with the Wicklow
Mountains thrown in on a clear day.
I was sorely disappointed:;: not for
me this magnificent panorama of
undulating countryside, for when I
reached the summit, the country
around was clothed in low-lying
cloud. As I walked around this
historic mound, I thought back to the
days when Tara was not grass, when
it housed the High Kings of Ireland,
when five broad roads led from the
five provinces of the Kingdom to the
beating heart of Ireland. Now that
heart no longer beats, and sheep ang
cattle dominate the once royal lands
of Tara and Meath. One can un.
derstand the feelings of the poet who
wmte:{s— 3
‘““Tara is grass, and behold Tro
she lieth low, > My
And even the English — per
mgrt%me might come!’ PeReRgmse

ut Vengeance has no plac

hearts of those who w-:f;-k 'fzu;;i:-.l :ﬁe
ailms and the ideals of the
Republican Movement — it pac
never had. Nothing could ever undg
or eradicate the sufferings of tp
Irish people over the centuries. Thg
price of Freedom has long been paid
— a price too high for the little
gained. The practical liberation of
the people, North and Sou fo
their political, economic, socig] m;
sectarian bonds,” is the onl
adequate Revenge. Y
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why is It hard to get a job?

in the south of Ireland there are
now over 100,000 people out of work

1§ rovernment economic policy
designed L0 give some hope that the
present position will not continue?

Why are people out of work?

The Irish economic experience of
the 1950's showed clearly that Irish
capitalism could not give em.
ployment to all our people. People
with money to invest, even Irish
people living here, did not invest in
manufacturing industry in Ireland
they invested where they could get
the biggest return on investment
The need for jobs in Ireland. in order
to keep our people at home, was not
considered by Irish investors to be a
sound reason for accepting a
smaller return on investment

A policy was adopted by govern
ment to induce foreign firms to come
L0 Ireland; to invest in Ireland. Was
the Irish investor or business person
not also paid to invest in Ireland?
Yes, they were offered exactly the
same lerms as the foreigners, but by
lar the greater part of Irish business
concerns are small businesses; they
ao not have sales organisation
overseas to look for business, for
exports, nor could they afford to
carry that sort of overhead expense

-—— — ———— —————— ——
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“Unemployment has always
been an acute problem in the
Six Counties. Since accession to
| the EEC the North is the worst
| region for jobs in the U.K. But
this average gives only a very
shallow idea of the unem-

ployment misery.
“The August 1974 figures show
that while areas like Larne and

Newtownards had rates of 15.5 |

| and 17.7 per cent respectively.
J The 4.5 per cent rate recorded |
| at the same date for Belfast |

masked a very much higher

rate in West Belfast, with 50 per
| cent of males being unem-
. ployed in Ballymurphy. 1975
figures show increasing
numbers affected in both the
‘mildly’ and the seriously ef-
fected areas.”” — Ballymurphy
News, Belfast.

Could the Irish government have
established State Enterprises in
order to create employment in
Ireland and so keep our people at
home? Irish governments could, of
course, very easily have established
State Enterprises on a large scale,
but Irish government is firmly
committed to the ‘free enterprise’
system. This committment does not
prevent government grants to
privately owned companies nor
government loans to privately
owned companies, but is strictly
opposed to government ownership
and control.

An economic policy was adopted
in line with the principles of ‘free
enterprise’; foreign firms were
attracted here by offering grants,

lax concessions low wages D)
comparison with other places, no
limits on the amount of profits made
here and a promise that no law
would ever be }hi.“-“-l“li L0 I’JI“*”\-'*’”!
profits made here being taken out 0Ol
the country

Millions of your money was paid Lo
the giant multi-national firms in
order to induce them to come in here

Firenka, for example received &
grant of £11 millions and 'tyser LY
millions the size of the grant 1S
now alwavs so large but the len
dancy is pay more and more in order
10 get the jobs.

Do these firms increase the
amount of employment in Ireland’

The numbers out of work are the
highest since 1942 but iIn thelr
capacity as individual firms em-
ployment is created. Ferenka, for
example did create over 1,000 jobs In
.Limerick, (there is short-time
working in this firm in the last few
months), that was a gain In em-
ployment. Viewed from the national
point-of-view the policy is foolish
the Irish home market has been
opened to the giants.

One has only to examine the
pattern of unemployment to get
some idea of what is happening. The
largest increases in unemployment
recently have been in textiles and
clothing, in car-assembly and in the
building industry. All these in-
dustries cater for the home market.

Ireland is in a very special
position in relation to the rest of the
world we are one of the few
countries with a falling population
or, at least, this was the case until
very recently. We had a falling
population because people
emigrated in search of employment.

Why 1s there depression in the
clothing industry; because people
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“Control of commerce, in.
surance, banking, the finance
houses and industry has passed
out of local hands In the Six
Counties. British Monopolies
control 45 per cent of our larger
manufacturing companies, the
1.S.A. 20 per cent. According to
the U.S.A. Consulate General,
there are 36 U.S. firms and
Banks, employing some 20,000
| people with an Investment total
' of £500 million US capital.
| E.E.C. countries control 10 per
. cent. The same is true of the

smaller manufacturing units of

the distributive trade’'. -

Malachy McGurran, Armagh.

|

Fully-assembled cars are im.
ported and the Irish car-assembly is
in crisis.

Our people need houses vet the
building industry is in crisis.

To achieve full employment in
Ireland 30,000 new jobs are required
every year. Between 1961 — 71 we
created 10,000 new jobs. It is quite
clear that government policy
followed since the foundation of this
state; government policy as it is
today will not produce the jobs
required — 30,000 new jobs every
year.

We need a detailéed economic plan
to industrialise Ireland based on the
resources which we ourselves
produce. The present government
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Building Industry.
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policy in relation to zinc is obviously
disasterous. Ireland produced 83,000
tons of zinc ore in 1973; Ireland did
not smelt so much as one ounce of
zinc ore but imported 4,000 tons of
zine for industrial use. Belgium, for
example, does not possess zinc ore
on the national territory but in 1973
Belgium smelted 278,000 tons of zinc
ore and used 150,000 tons of zinc in
industry.

—

“There are 100 million
unemployed inside the
capitalist, free enterprise
world. Since the 26 counties
joined the E.E.C., food prices
have risen by 50 per cent in
three years . . . and unem-
ployment has increased by
nearly half and is at the highest
level since 1942. One worker in
ten is without a job and fierce
competition from the Common
Market is largely responsiblée’’.
— Andy Barr, President Irish
Congress of Trade Unions.
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Mining in Ireland has a history

which is difficult to associate in any »

way with even the degree of honesty
which was accepted by business in
this state. The Tynagh mine —
dccording to the president of the
Operating company, P. J. Hughes

was in a tion to repay all the

initial capital debt in two years. This
happy position was made even more
attractive when Mr. Charles
Haughey, who was then Minister for

it 1s the financial
policy of Bankers
such as Mr. T. K
Whitaker, (below)
Governor of the
Southern Central
Bank which is helping
to destroy the

being given away

Finance, granted a 20 years period
of tax freedom.

Tony O’'Reilly, at one time a
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