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L Marxxsm and the Women £ Questmn :
. “he purpose of this pamphlei is to diseuss
what exactly constifutes a communist approach
- thé wonien’s question, This involves outlin-
‘the: problem and showmg the relationship
‘between the oppression of women and capitalism.
Tt i also necessary to assess the impact that has
‘been mnade by the women’s liberation movement
.and o analyse the ideas that have come to the
ith the emergence of this movement; In
dxamng:the coritrast between a communist and
etty bourgems appraach to the women’s
on, thete must be & discussion of What
a8 been shed on this question by Marxist
s _well as What lessons a.re to be leamed
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6.  Socialist Morality

1. Concll_.lsion

aim 'of :sollectwe effort, and (2) the

Women today are dxfferent Events of the 20tk century have hrought us: pxosgectﬂ
“that’ would have been unimaginable to our ancestors. The October Revolution herald.
_ed the hegmnmg of a new éra foi worien, for the constriiction of socialisim has pmwd ol
o the first tirae in: history, the materla] basis for the full emancipation of women.
d it is not only in the socialist countries that things have changed, The mntemporn
ary women’s liberation movement in. the capitalist countries and the liberation move:
ents'm former colonies have brought about an immense ferment that has led women '
:i;o :ask the deepest and most searching questions about their lives. From this there c&n
t_ummg back. The problem is that there is considerable confusmn about:the

ay foxward ?articularly in the devel{)ped capitalist countries, there exssts great dwex«_
'.gence of v1ews concerning the source of the problem as well as its solution, -

solution to the problem’ is socialism as 11: prowdeﬁ
the matexial basis for the fall particspatmn of-
women in social production and therefore in the .
dec:s:on making processes at every Ievel of society

DEEPER THAN" JUST REFQRM

Although we, as Commtamsts intend to play
our part in struggle for refonns on:such issies
8s equal pay, coiitraception aiid- divorce e
insist that it is vital to look: deeper. - We belisve.
that it is only a socislist revolution: that is 3]
able of destroying totally the foundations of
the exploiting society that has been the sourc
of such immense suffering to. women and of
rebuilding society on altogether new foundations. _
We believe. that it Is only. communisim: which Is. .
capable of bringing women’s emancipation: :
fruition, releasing the full potential of creative =~ -
energy from all human belngs, reconciling the o
with nature and with. labour. : Sl

What distinguishes the communist’ position’:
from others is the assertion that:labour: is-eise
tial to liberation. We are often accused of ha
ing an economist approach to the women's:
question. It is said that we reduce everythmg to
the level of crude economics, that we simply :




our posmon “We s:mply say that.
all ffori;s to. achteve the llberablon of WO nden

"ductl "msts ' We are onIy
nsnstmg.:that we bu;ld ‘upon a firm: foandat"

~-fon:and. not- waste our time. with-sand castles -
: 11 be. ws.shed agam mto the sea.’

Tt is. only that class that controls the econ-
present that wants to d;stract attentlon
from’ the realmi of economlcs “The class that
“7 rules claims that the sotirce of liberation is -
L deeper ‘and; more, profound.. Material eonditions:
'_are supposedky 1rrelevant to the, lonely quest of
. the: bourgeois’ for self- dlscovery and self-asser-
- tion. Thé"hlgher valiies which they discover
“with the he]p of thell‘ psycho-analysts or con-
S sciousness- i'aismg groups supposedly have
nothmg to da with' sipérficial things like econ-
‘omics, thh surptus value, with a parasitic few
B Imng off the backs of the working masses,
- nothing to do with nasty things like class
struggle ‘They are always tatking about free-
dom vague, abstract fieedom. WIH is all.

o Bu:' the fact that we: must Tool full i in the

- face:is: thiss control of the productive process

~: ig:thie:condition. of: freedom. To monopolise

' the social: product is to monopolise such free-

' :__dom a8 soclet;y has produced.  And so the

" basie question is: ‘which class rules? This j is

__ why:the primary goal of Communists is the

o hberation of the class that works., The social-
S ist i‘evolutlon opens: the productive process to -

“women, allows them to. fake their rightful:-

- place:in. the: class thal- works:and therefore to

: pm‘tmipate fully in, the fieedom made possible
S through control of the social product.

_ Nevertheless we.take our. stand. agamst econ-
.'om i, An: approach. to.the women’s question
ic mduces all: to: the level of prices and -
ages. borders on being reactionary: as it limits.
‘8. woman to her role #5: consitimer and low-. .

‘women. It is a phenomenon
anaiysed m :ts own terms and

oo way that women will: blossom: in every way
1magmable We oppose: economlsm b" "ause it

enough for ‘women to parti:mpate I productmn
in“any: way at all. The point'is that; wornen:

- “must: Have-the educational and: social opportun

ities to participate in produection:and:in: the: ..
whole social fabric stemming. fromi:it in & way
that is commensurate with their ablhttes and .

contpatible with thefr mterests
2. WOMEN UNDER CAPITALISM

The Contradictions 6f’IAdv'aﬁééd'.' Cé'p”italism .

The balance of forces ih today s world pro
vides us with a situation unique in history.
With capitalish and socialism existing side by
side, it 1s possible to see what is at stake for.
women in the sharpest possnbie rellef Whi!e g
socialist has brought women limitless poss:b
ilities; capitalism, in stark contrast Has clrcum
_scnbed us at every turn :

At first it mlght not beapparenf:what is =
the connection between capltallsm and the opp-

‘ression ‘of women. After all it would seem that
. the development of capltahsm has generated
‘the industrial wealth” necessary to provide the '

material basis for.the emancipation of women..

Moreover, the increasing rationalisation of pro»
ductive forces has created the need for a more .

educated work-force and has put pressiire: on

the irrational sexiial division of labour that is . -

so wasteful of human resources, Never before

have women been g0 hlgh]y educated Never :_'

havé 5o many wormien been at work - 'and’ Bt

work in many areas that were tradltlona! ma.fe :

preserves.

that the persistence of the'pmﬁt motwe Whieh

the binsis of capltahsm makes it impossible

"for the’ 'ratlonahsatlon of labouir to be cairled

rough' Capitalism, therefore, maintains a
primitiy e'fform of domastic economy side by
side with: ‘and in: contmdicélon to its advanced

- form of mdustnal economy

| UNSTABII&TY OF CAPITAL&SM

}There are severai reasons for this. Fiest,
cﬂpltahsm is inherently unstable and so it is
apable of guaranteemg the full and secure

: employment of its able-bodied workforce,

which. particularly affects its. fernale workforce.

"Capttallsm, by its very nature, is subject to
'-'_booms and slumps. Therefore it must have a
" feseive Iabour force to come and go with the
- iups and downs of its economic fluctuations.
‘: Socond, capitalisra needs to maintain and re-

iroduce the fabour force. But the services

: necessary for_this do not generate profit and
" 80 they must ba’ performed ‘privately. So
- women must stay at home.

: _.'.';_The oppression of women is therefore necess-

Lo the survival of capitalism; because of its
for & reserve labour force and because of
(8: need for privatised domestic Tabour. The

xual division of labour makes it possible for

_women o be exploitable in exactly this way

and to' fulfill précisely these functions. The
ds‘of changes necessary to achieve the full
tegr'altxon of women into the productive

35 would be so far-reaching as to be too
proi“ table for a capitalist economy to stru-
ctirally accommeodate, Such changes can
only be made within a restructured economy,
\omy in which the means of produc-
on are not privately owned and so not sub-
ct to the: profit motive. Thus capitalism
erierates .an irvesolvable contradiction: the
_ctmn between the mtlonahsatlon of

55 'afui demands the exploitation of
women. ' The working lives of women as

-'contmi contmceptmn to further the_

- degree, women in Ireland suffer far more: from -

i not possible under capitahsm Fo'
ity under the law c¢an bs fought i‘ur &n
Women can achiove the reforms necess

fare benefiis, and fo improve. theu: sociﬁal
ition genevally. The full equality of the’ full o
female population is a structural imposssbﬂity NS
in a capiialist economy. .

THE SITUATION IN_ IREI

There is much that has been won elsewhere, -
that has yet to be won in Ieland, Becausa'of =
our economic undet-development, Irish’ wormen
have a longer way to go than do women in
advanced capitalist countries. Becauss the
sclentific and technological revolution has noi;
deveioped as far and becsuse the pmductwe
forces have not been rationalised t6 thé samie

the anarchy of capitalist production,.

In ireland, thousands upon thousands of -
women are isolated in the private work of the
private home, somelimes going a whole' ti.ay
never having a conversation w1f:h ‘any. per&on :
over three. Their spirit and vitality begin.to.©
drain away a3 they become increasingly. 1mm~ SR
ersed in a routine of trivial, tedious, soul:.
destroying work. The point is reached whem R
there is little left to talk about aside from the =~ -
price of butter, the best cream for eradlcatmg_ '
nappy rash or the state of the nelghbour 5 Lo
garden. The long winter of coping with bored;-_
and high-spirited pre-school children indoors s
{when they should be in state-run p]ayschools Lt
has led many a young mother to valium. - i
When the children are finally reared, Women__ L
are left without a sense of purpose and, in
some cases, spend the rest of theli: lives gmng
in and out of mental mstltutions S

When economic necessity forces married " o
women £o go out to work and the economic .. .




st of low: patdima.le w'orkers' Here they are .

g to the low
ega‘ee of Mnionisation among W'omen, (onIy
‘about, 40%; ‘of all women workers in' the 26
_Count:es arg’ orgamsed in’ trade umons) ‘and -
= offen weak unions when they are unionised.
The words of James Connolly are as true today

.85 ever they were:. “The.worker is the slave of
ol cnpita!tst mciety, t‘he female worker is the slave of
. thai‘ elaue "1

i 1f al] thls Were not bad enough now
marﬁed women are under attack for the fact

“that’ they work:at all. They, of all people,

“ave’ hemg blamed for the level ‘of male unem-
ployment and for the plight of school-leavers.

. As 'a matter of fact, of the total workforce in
o Ve 26 Countles, only 3.5% are married women.
~"'This is one of the lowest rates in Europe. This

‘attitude towards women’s work is given strue-
tufa] support by the Insh state in various ways.

S 565 th e-'are dlfferences in entltlement to
social welfire benefit bétween men and women,
o A'married woman who is a miother is deemed
. unavmlable for work. A fully qualified married
. woman. who' does___manage to get work and then
" becomes unemployed is entitled to only 26
S .videks Unemployment benefit, whereas a marr-
S ied man‘so quahfied is entitled to 65 weeks, A
o married woman s dlsablhtyfunempioyment full
" benefit rate is 13% lower thai a man’s. Her
;- contribution is only 1.2% lower. Particularly
. _;;_Z_objectmnable I8 the  fact that female school-
- leavers cannot claim unémployment assistance
. while mile school-leavers can, Then there is
. the extraordinarily high rate of taxation of
married women. As well as this there is the
abysmal lack-of such necess:tles as musery and

Al ofthis: constltutes a strong and very déter-
; -.mined attack on ‘8’ Woman’s nght to work, The

T rc;fessl mampulated’ -hlred-and fired at will,

creche f; ﬂltles and adequate retrammg facilities,

‘thietn,;: women do manage to- work, t
under the most uneigtial c':'on'ditio‘ns-i-'

- pay; unégqual responsmlhty, unequal opportun -

ity for:premotion.” This is true, both North'.

and Soiutth. Then there are -job bars to women. .
It is virtually impossibie’ for wonien to’ become_
apprentices in engmeenng ‘trades and in most

eraffs, "But it is inore than exphmt job bars
that close many areas to wornien: women: are
geared from the very begmning to: entaliy :
close off the very idea of theiy entry into: the
skilled labour force and into the professaons

It is extraordinarily incongruous that it’is con- - :

sidered feminine to carry a bale of turf and
three children at the same tinie: or, to ‘sweat
heavily the whole day through at a factor’y

bench, but unfeminine to be ari engmeer a e

surveyor or an airline pilot.

The foundations of all this are laid primar-
ily in the education system: The ma]onty of =
girls are educated in sinigle-sex schoois, the
majority of these being controlled by female
religious orders. The submission made by the

irish Congress of Trade Unions to the Comm- .

ission on the Status of Women. in 1970 speci-
fically condemns single-sex sehoolmg for the
fact that male and female enter émployment
on unequal terms. The ICTU pointed out
that nuns tend to discourage “career-mmded-
ness” in girls and to encourage a narrow]y :
traditional view of women’s role in society.
Girls educated in religious single'sex schools
are more likely than those in co-educational
schools to gear themselves to thing of their
future solely in terms of fulfilling the role

of wife and mother, Such schools result | in..
an unhealthy separatlon of boys and girls..’
during crucially formative years, which makes
them inclined during adolescence to see mein-
bers of the opposite sex too exclusively in

:mcre sensntwe_to pressure fmm reilgiou.s orders

Even when w:th all of thls countmg inst :
GOk !:han from parents

4 ls'not only in the field of education that
the partncular mﬂuence of the.Catholic Chuxrch
in the Irish state has done such damage. Be-

'_cause contraception and divorce are prohibited

by Cathiolic dogma, all citizens of this state
hether they are Catholic or not, are denjed
the nght o control conception and the right

“to. obtain a divorce in the case of the irretriev-

. 'abie breakdcvm of a marital relationship.

.77 These are fundamental human rights and they
" .. .aré rights that all Trish citizens should be free

- {o-exercise with dignity. Women should be

~:free to plan their families without pretending

that the. pill is being taken to regulaie their
¢nstrial cycle.:. Matried men:and women

.shéﬂld be fiee to go their own ways and
~build again without having to prove that one
‘or.the other was mentally incompetent or

déceitful at. the tite of marriage. The pro-
osed: nu!hty reform is the most recent refl-
ectmn of the Government’s cowardice in
deallng vnth these issues.

INEQUALITY UNDER, THE LAW

Thete ave still further legal problems that
te havoe In wormen's lives. The degree
eqmty under the law in the 26 Counties
‘really. quite siaggering, The major problem
I the: Iegal status of mariied women. Upon
nmage & woman enters into a state of civil
death.. ‘Her domicile Is automatically that of

-"her'husband She must obtain his permission

0 make various kinds of financial transactions

'-aﬁd_ even to have & gynaecological operation.

ot obhged to veveal to her his income,
owever, is obhged to veveal liers to him.

'..-:She pays: tax on her i income, yvet her hushand
g entitled to her rebates. In fact, for tax

~* domicile.. He is the holdei of {he farily s:' L

guardiai of thie children and hag
to decide upon their educatio; rehgian

jeal card. A man may desext hig wife for: BB
long s he cliooses dnd o retuihi bo: entitied" :
to resumption of all marital and’ parenml
dghts. However, if 2 woman deserts her hu&a
band she immediately forfeits-all her rights, -
including access to her chiidren or to th

marital home. : S

WOMEN IN THE N(}R’E‘H

Women in the North of Ireland do. not suffer:_:_ R
to the same degree from such gross. legal lnequ»
alities oz from such abysmally low wages and :
social welfare henefits. But it is only a‘matter.. -
of degree. Women in the North are still fight-
ing for equal opportunities in education:and in -
employment, as well as for full equality. under
the Iaw However the whole’ range of economu

the climate of overwhelmmg political. repre&fsmn .
that has prevailed in the North. But this has
left its own distinctive mark on the liveg of
Northern women, Dum,g the troubles, many
women hroke away from-their traditioial roie‘%- -
in the home and came out into the streets _to
play a leading role in the mass movement fo e
civil rights. With the coming of Infernment, ...~
the least show of priest put men behin_&_;-._t_h_e__ﬁ_-'_'-___' e
wire of Long Kesh, and s0 wolnen piayed'& S
major part in forming civil rights street TR
commitiees, organising public meetings and
carrying through the rent and rates strike. U
Male and female roles were reversed, and young ORI
women saw their male friends home in' the hope::.- ..
that it would keep them from being ‘Iifted’. L
Later women themselves were interned, but
this did not deter them from. contmumg to
organise against Intemment i

The Role of Sexual Stereotypes L

From the very béginning females are chann— e
elled in a different direction from males. ="




:ttle oysar ‘given.
mother”

No one ever asks the little gn:l
Her: upbringing: is geired In such a
er-wiiole world coines: to- be confined
: 'r the beauty of hew body; the sed-
__uction of men; the réaring. of: children and the
- careé of the private home, The Swedish Govern-
7 ment hag taken stéps to ban school-books which
" teach young chifdren to differentiate bebween
~'male and- female roles.  There is no reason why
we shoitld not ‘demand that the Irish Glovern-
o ._-ment do i:he same .

In a thousand subtle and overt ways the
message ¢oities deross toa young giel. Ina
: song popular m the 60s:

“A mon without love is only half o man,
Bui @ woman Is nothing at all. "

* Or in the poet Byron’s words:

“Man’s love is of his life a thing apart,
- '"Tis woman's whole existence,

e 01’ to qucte Angela MeNamara:

Lo, "Manmge and home- making are the most
B abwrbing part of a woman's life, but for

“a'man it Is-only half his life. The other

) -“equaliy important port is success in his

' job und fum‘liment of his ambiﬁons"

' Freudmn psychology in its more popularised
forin has done untold damage. Nonsense about
penis envy and castration complexes results in
# quite indeferisible- antount: of time and energy
bei.ng drained in protecting that most precious
~of all treasures: the riale ¢go. It is most defin-
S tely’ txme and: eneigy that could be better spent

L and'it s inewtably at the expense of a woman'’s
.. own sense of 1dent:ty which: is thought to be of
R such negligihle value,  Marriage is supposed to

- be'a woman’s. ultimate goal In life, Everything

18 uperﬂuous ‘But m&fﬁége is a"dead-end
for wormen in a Wa‘y that it never Is for a man.
ch:mge of name xs wmbolic of the way

‘and guris, When a little girl is askéd what
ghe wants to b _when'she grows up, she usual!y L

*‘which"all-sorts of healthy and. wirm hiiman

o and: narcissistic' being: ig qubﬂy interwoven

re!atmnshlps are: possibie and in. whzch theioe
is greater scope for hay creatw’ o energles

" Ani image. of Woman as:a passwe mvxal '

with a romantic:glorification of Woman as
an intuitive, efusive and myster;ous creature
~When. real flesh and blood worield are ¢on
stantly confronted with the Eternal’ Feminin
neurcsis often sets in Most women: shape :
themselves in-accordance with- the’ images
projected onto them by their. soc:ei:y and::
g0 the sexual stereoiype becomes a self- _
fultiliing propheecy. What is-considered ta b
the nature of women s actuially somethmg
quite artificial. It is the result: of forced. :
repression in some areds and unhatiial stim
ulation in others. We grow iip believiiig the
are psychological differences growing out of
the biological differences between men and
women: that men are more rational while
women are more emotional; that men aye "
active and agressive while women-are sub- -
missive and supportive, ete, But it need not :
be 50, -

Women must be free to be intelligent, -
assertive and angry, Men must be free to be
sensitive, warm and patient. We all must be :
free to be more rational and more emotlonal':_
at the same time, ie to be whole. Women
must take their place in the world of labour, -
the world of politics, the world of culture.
Men must take up thelr responsibilifies in th
home and learn more closely the joy. of
nurturing their offspring. There is no necessary
connection between menstruation and serubb:
ing floors. There is no reason why the partne
who gives birth and breast-feeds. must for: the
rest of her life cook the means and clea: up.:
after,

: :-pﬁting factor.: In cemmumsi; sxmwty, if; will be
R energismg fﬁl’ﬂﬁ, B bmdmg foree, And b is

T :m:ﬁr .tlmmz who ‘dire m%g gmvra
“rebal " 1t Is those who Hiavé bagu Gl
up. W;th i:he gmwth mf k:mwimi" %mi 3

‘are dlicerned, the lnjusticed becorie

&?p“’@@ﬁi} md d ,sahﬂfac?%rm iﬂcrﬁaﬁ“ ¥

‘not only relationships between men and women

- thigt Wikl be transformed. Relationships between

-.':'Womén will be freed from the tension and sus-

- piclon that now infect them. Trained ss women
“are i0 size ug all other women as rivais for the{

. attention of men, evén when there Is no specific

rman involved, there are greai barriers standing in

the way Of daveloping warm and close relation.:

‘ships Wzth m;her women. These must be broken
< dovm

8 THE WQMEN’S LIBERATION
- MOVEMENT

Ind@ed such bamﬁrs are breakmg down
Shoulder to shoulder, women ave again on the

-+ move, this time making fay deeper and more
. ‘senrching criticisms of the existing order than did
. thelr. Suffragetie predecessors. The impact of the
v gontemporary; women's liberation movement has
U bgen exteaordinarily powerful and far-reaching.
.o 1t hag presented a radical challenge to the very
“iidearof: the sexual division of Iabour. It has
G an&ysed the psychology of sexual diserimination
"~ and uncovered the more subtle forms of women’s
oppression as well as: protesting vigorously against
o its more obvious forms. -

_ . : It is ironic that thls movemeni; srose at the
- time that it did, ie in the late sixties. The new
; _"ﬁ_":"ﬁpsuigé ‘came at & time when women were beit-
...er off than they ever:were before. Never were
50 many women Wozkmg .Never were 50 many

women receiving higher education, Never were

o - g0 many new areas of activity being penetrated
by women. And yet, never were women so

dissatisfled with their lot. This is becauvse it is

ing eonsclousness.  Different eiemenﬁ;s Pt (s
ward very different snalyies of what ity
source of the problem and %,hewfa}rﬂ v Y

grant visions 0? what is t!w way fﬂmmi

ionesd, are in f&ct dangemus 1de&s, f@

divert the movement along Lsn?mﬁacfiw g}&t?zs '
These ere ideas that sbstract the wonien's
guestien from the peneral sGaial queﬁtum o
This myopia needs to be overcome if we m .
to understand the women s questien g o "

proper perspeciive.

The primary question on whith: the: inove:
ment is divided is: is sex or class the primary -
contradiction? Shulamith Firestone fii The
Dialectic of Sex2, claiming to be superceding . -
‘Engels, attempts “to develop s materistst view: S
of history based on sex isalf.” The &rgumeni; DL
is that women were the first clags smd ﬁmt R
sexual oppression s the’ pnmmy form of pp'
ression on which all other forms sre based:
Froceeding along the same lines, Kate Mille m S
Sexual Politics? sees economie DOWer Az a. B :
consequence of psychologieal domination,’ She SR |
regards the oppression of wonien &5 the’ csuse
of all other forms of oppression; so that oncﬂ
it disappears so will class oppression;, racial
oppression ste. But this is fo stand mat_te_m_
their head. 1t is class oppression which 15 pii
mary. Historically, it is the developnient of .~
productive forees resuliing in the emergence of
private property which gave ns«ﬂ to the sub;ug«
ation of women as well as the sub;ugatiun of
most men, Male domination rests on the econ- s
omic dependence of ail other membexs of the :




-and class oppmssion exxét side by s;de and are
'-.5?:of equal Wetght But thls not only blmds us to

7 ihit all women are snsters ‘and shotld unite

\ S pegardless’ of class and to believe that Jacque-

e line Kennedy and her maid are both in it to-
‘gether, For as an American woman, Marlene

"+ Sixon, pointed out: the likes of Gloria

- Steinham may: become a general or a corpora-
‘tion, vice- pmsident bui the factory girl remains
a factory girl.4 Bven though we work in
broad Organisatmns and unite with all progress-
ive elements who will work with us to achieve
certain goals, our class consciousness must
niever-be suspended.

.. RADICAL FEMINISM

. The radical feminist position often involves
. the further assertion that men ave the enemy.
-..'This position, in some of its more extreme
o forms calls for the subjugation of men to
some new form of matriarchy. Soine even
“border on calling for the extinction of men,
speculating on how scientific progress could
“ facilitate lesbian conception. The more comm-
‘on form 'l't takes is castigatmg women who are
L émlewldentiﬁed’ This confuses men’s role
as the instruments of explmtatmn with the
- igource of explmtatxon which is a soclal system
* “pather than a sex. It is not men as such, but
. _ma]d_supremacy,-' that-must be fought.

Another prob!em With the radical feminist
bendency '1s tha- assumptmn that women must
first solve: the:r own psycho]oglcal problems in
' ':_'-:the -'endless_ introversion of consciousness-raising

She quote:i
af Englishwoman coming to the mlcmphone '
and saying: I would liké to say thet I falt ashamed

listening to our Australion siister talk ‘of babies ataiving -'

to- death;: when so. many: of us aeem_to: think that -

"

wormen’s liberation s about ihe: number of orgasms _'

you can have,

There I§ also among these 'eleméﬁts'a'g!or w
ification of spontaneity and r.hsmlssal of: the

need for proper leadership. And s0; instead. of
leaders being democratieally elected, spokesmen""

acceptable to the tastes of the beiirgeoisis are

thrown up by the mass media, a highly undem-

ocratic procedure. This policy has brought
confusion, fragmentation and chaos to the
movement. i :

Still another feature of the radical feminist

position is a tendency to romanticise homo-
sexuality. I is one thing {o demand civil
rights for homosexuals, but it is quite another
to talk about “revolutionary homosexuality?:
as does Sheila Rowbotham, a British Trotsky-
ist-feminist, or to go on about the “gay left” -
as does Red Rag, a journal published by so-
called Marxist woimen in Britain. There is

nothing revolutionary about homosexuality. =" g

We should take care about jumping onto the-
bandwagon of “gay liberation™. We still have
much to learn regarding the source of homo: -
sexuality, but it is reasonable to suppose that
the sriificiality, the unnatural stimulation of
some qualities and the repression of others,
that is necessary to maintain the sexual divi-
sion of labour in elass society has done dam:
age to all of us and a specific kind of dam-

age in the case of homosexuals. Bui such
damage Is to be understood and overcome: - © -
and not glorified as if it were liberation it~ -
self. It is the task of progressive forces to -
buijld the new man and the new woman,.

but the rew' m:m is ot the dmg qu%n mzd E:iw
Cnew: woman 15 not the bui:ch Kt is ahee*f faﬁt&ug
e to mlagme Othei’W]Sf‘ e s

The sdeoiog!cal {,onfumon underly;ng Lhii' Fadi-

- eal fermninist: pnsat;on aften: fmu!ts in the formu-
Iation. of dernands What.h are aetially react:onsry.
: 'Banshee, the joum&l of. Frishwomen Unitsd; ree..
*ently published an asticle. demanding wages for
- housework.8 “ Marlarcsa Della Costa and Selma
" Jones have also been prominent in puiting for-
ward this demand,  The-argument is that house-

work is an unrecognised fom of social lahour o
it servicés and reproduces the proletsriat, With-
Tolding domestic labour is advocated as a ceniral
tsetic.. Not only would sueh a factic involve

lashmg outl at those who least deseive it, ie

workers and dependent children, but it would

© dissipate the ¢nedpy of woien themselves in 2

fotally unproductive way. The work of the
housewife is a form of labour that is no Jonger
socially necessavy as the means for eliminating
it now exist. What we must demand is the sop-

© ialisation of domestic. work and the housewife's
" right to work. ‘Wiges for housework vould in-

tensify the oppression of wormen by perpeluat-
ing their isolation-in the privaie work of the
private home. It would weaken the ease for

- soclalisation of domiestis work and the strugele

for the full empioyment ‘of the female work-
fores,

It.is obvious that the road to women’s lib-
eration is a hazardous one. It is Ml of pht-
falls and dead-onds. Sexual stersoiyping has
done great damage to women. When we come
to realise this, we often feel very badly burned
and very bitter: It should not be surprising to
anyone if we sometimes over-react, However,
we should be careful not to over-resei in such
a. way that we adopt attitudes and patierns of
behaviour that ave a5 unhealthy as those we
have left- behind.

_' One such trapis’ an exaggernied stress on
autonomy. The very latest thing is ‘autono-
mous gélf-development’ which insludes being

. '%e.mmtv aui,onomous 2 Well IW
- ihaf penetyation is phiallic ::t)!omailsm
- should ot see sexuality in terms of

- shm they sfmuld sumply conv@ntm _

“FEMINIST PURI’E’ANESM”

Another blind alley is what mlght be fmﬂed
‘ferninist puritanism’. Itisa tendency: boiee:
sexiem everywhere. There are in our. songs ami
storles, and above all in our day f;o day. conver-
sations, healthy and natiral expressions of goms
unl stiveing in ourselves, subile ways of m&ching
out to one mother, that are not sexist.. THere:
are many ways in which our sexuality. colours
our pefson‘.ﬂlties and our re!atlonﬁhlps ‘mi;h
others that cannot be dismissed. as sexist. 8@35“
uality is a far more complex and.pervasive i_’em. '
than is often recognised. It is not a peripheral
activity, but a foree that pulses thmugh the:
whole fabrie of our expevlence and js thoroughly L
interwoven with other forces. It is highly diffuss -
and it Is more than what we occamoﬂaily do tix
hed. -

The wormen’s movement, has come a long way.,
At fivst there was great exciterment and unanimify. :
But as the movement was pressed to define itaelf -
further, different groups eame up with diff@mnt
answers and so & perlod of fraginentation followed.
By 1971 in the USA a clearly defi rigd right - ving -
had emerged. This was the period oi:‘ ‘tmsh: :g o




united; and’ ome so-called left groups. allied
themselves  with the“right xt was the. rlght Wing
th is

e i_x_nposeible The moet ‘minute deelsxons pro—
i voked the moet glgantlc rows. 'I‘he mosk vicious'.

t:on&l women 5 conference part:crpent.s arri-

= ved for reg]stration and were sisked to supply their
narm' address, organisation and whether they

- y” or ‘straight’. That conference degen-

p erated_ into what was virtually a gay orgy. It was
generauy A time of chaos and it seemed that the

o movement was i ruins.

THE IRISH "MOVEMENT

_ 'I‘he movement only surfaced in Ireland in
e 1970, The Founder’s Group, consisting mainly
- of journalists and various political activists, sef
" in motion the Irish Wotnen’s Liberation Move-
ment.” I.mt;xally it elicited a degree of suppori
< that gurprised even its founders. - A massive meet-
- Ing in'the thsion House in Apsil 1971 testified
.. to the high level of consciousness of a sagmficant
*“gection of Irish womein on the women’s question.
5 -However those who tiad organised the meeting
- didn’t really know whire to go with it angd the
" enthusiasm that had been aroused was largely
- dissipated: ‘'One reason for this was that certain
+ elements in the Irish movement consciously
* modelled themselves on the prevailing element
B |} the amerioan movement. This brought with
* it the feminist resistance to efficlent organisat-
“ 'lonal forms and fo'an ‘elected leadetship, which
.. 'made it difficuit to channel the movement off-
“ectively. Nevertheless the Fownes Street oper-
- ation continued, bt there were constant rows
‘A entue.l}y those who were poiitloaily ac-
left were made. to feel digtinetly
onwe!: me by thoee who oame to ' predomi-

. end regrouping ’I‘he women s movement has
not seen lts day

MPACT ON TRA.DE UNIONS

One of the most hopeful deveiopments ha,s
been the degreé to which: its most’ progressive:
ideas have penetrated the trade union movement
Indeed there are signs of trade unioi women corn-

ing to effectively take leadership of the women’s: .

movement. In America, 1973 saw the’ emergence’
of the Coalition of Labour Union-Womeén which -

elicited massive rank and file support:: Recently.

there has been formed a broader organisation,

Women for Racial and Economic Equality, based "~

in the Labour movement and affilinted to the
Women’s Internationsal Democyatic Fedération:

In Ireland, there is the Women’s Advisory Comm.- i
ittee of the Irish Congress of Trade Unions which. -

has formulated a Women’s Charter that Congress
is now committed to implement. There s also
the Trade Union Women’s Forum, set up by
active female trade unionists to educate: Women
to participate fully in the trade union movement

and to stimulate the organisation of the unorgan- : :

ised. In the North, the Women’s Rights Move--
ment, a broad coalition involving women trade -
unionisis, students and civil rights activists; has -
drawn up the Women’s Charter for Nortiern

Ireland. The audience that packed the Mansion . :
House in Dublin on International Women's Day. e

1976 showed the degree of really serious inter: -
est in the women’s question that still exists and
must be carfied forward :

The years shead demand cianty We must

shape our vislon of the future with boldness -

but also with cave. We must formulate an mbell-
igent coherent strategy that builds on the suce-
esgses that the women’s movenient has achieved
and that counteracts the damage that is being

done by strategies that lead women up blind elieysz.”

_ ssary to ensure that
we play our fuil part _1ghtmg for the future.
.We cannot efford to'isolate yutselves.

THE POSIT VE ASPECTS

This Is 1o to say thal; there is no place for a

3 drsl;mctive women’s ilbemtlon movement. It

- has'been'a great aehlevement for women ot have
: organi.sed themselves in thls way The movement
" “has made Tantastic saiis in raising the conscious-

" ness of millions of women to'a new awareness of
- . their specmi problems as'women. In its overall

- impact it has been a progressive movement. Its
emergence amounts to a historic event of imm-

. ense worldwide importance. Its reverberations
:have been felt everywhere and have reawakened
:"both men and women everywhere to a consclous-
ness of the injustice of women’s position and

the necessity to set things right. These achieve-
ments overshadow all of its limitations and the

“ battle as to who should provide leadership to
this movement is niot yet over. All the more
reason then not to'gloss over its weaknesses,
especially over the petty-bourgeois character of
its doininant ideology at the moment. -

- Our liberation will be won in a complex and
palnful process; in a protracted struggle over a
period of many years We must be courageous
- enough to fact sich & process and not try to
. short-circuit it with’ ensy answers. We must

have great vision and great stamina if we are
: gomg to win the respect of our daughtem

4. MARXISM AND THE WOMEN'S
QUES’I‘EON '

' Where then does Ma.rxmm come into this
= process‘?

. deeper questions It puf;s the. w q

into perspective, for it ‘opens to us the dy fos .: |
of the historical process within, whi" 15
tlmately all be sorted out,

Th‘e Contnbutlon' of Enge_lf_. .

Stxlk the most comprehensive i;heoret e
on the women’s question from a Marxist point of _: e
view is Friedrich Engels’ The Origin of the Famliy..: N
Private Property and the State7. In this book;
Engels sought to discover the historical rc L
the oppression of women. Hig thesis was that the o
family in its present form, private pmperty and: oo
the State are inextricably intertwined, They eeme :
into existence at the same time and for the same
reagons, as a result of the development ofthe " . .
means of production. Likewise, they: will dieepp« .
ear together as a result of the further development_
of the mearis of production which will render. -~
them obsolete. His point was that the oppressxon o
of women is rooted in private ownership of the R
means of social productlon

In the eoursé of time, it beoam'e pose'ib'l'e for .
men to appropriate and accumulate ihe surplus__._ .
that arose in the ares of production they were E g
responsible for. Monogamy in its present form PR
arose 8s a result of the desire of men to ensure. ...
undisputed paternity so that their securaulated - - SRR
surplus eould be passed on to their heirs Hlstor- e
icaily, monogamy is based on male supmmecy, on S
the world-hlstone defeat of the female Bex, '

However, the particular oppresslou experienced_ o
by women as a result was not 50 much that they. "
were limited to one partner in their sexual relat.
ions. Rather it came from the fact.that a women
became the property of her husband; not mitch :
different from his slaves or his catﬂe._ The, opp-
ression of women was rooted, not somuchin =~
the fact that the work she performed was largeiy =
domestic, but in the fact that s women perfonn-
ed her domestic tasks as'a prlvete servioe to the
men who had appropristed her rather t.han A
public sexvice to the commumt;y




: of pu ic yroductmn and theréforp dep
of.th _sncaal and

po : 8
~that th oppression of women sould be ended
d.iﬂg theu’ 1s.oiation Wﬁh:xa the pmvam

: mto the: spheze of sm:xa,i productmn Thls mesns
"that"the_mdividuai_fanuly mus;i, no ionger t’unc

: meam; timt pn‘ t;e__dcmestzo eeonom}r must be

Ve replaced tiy large-scale social economy. Tt means

© 5 that domiestie work must be sacialised. Engels
A the impandmg \ ox}smg class pevaolittion as

_the force that would destroy the economic

~ fouindations of monogamy. By tramf‘aﬂnmg

- the greatest part of inheritable weaith, the means

cof pmductmn, into social property, all amuei:y

f over inhentance is reduced to a minimuim,

'The Oﬂgn of the Famii'v, FPrivate Property and
ihe Staie is still suiprisingly contemporary, vati-
Bus ferninist attacks on it notwithsianding, The
__common Hue is that it is outdated, but it is nover
specified what research by what anthropologisis
has rendered which eonclusions invalid, There
have, of course, been developments which Enpels
o did o zmtimpate winch we ourselves must take
o into ‘account, such as the tectinology of eontra-
' ception ‘However these fictors do not invalidate
Engels basw position.

o he Futum of the Famlly

S What thien Wﬂl hecome of the family? Engels’
_answor was: once the need to provide legitimate
.. helrs’is gone, oneg the economic basis of male
- domin&tmn is gone; once & woman plays hor own
© 7 yolé in social production and is no longer econo-
e “mcally dependent on a man, then a new form of
. the family will emigrge. e Bid not believe that
‘the. fanﬂly was the cause of women’s oppression
<o thiat the family must be abolished. e saw
family as an active force which advanecs from
3 Ea::wm form o a hlgher form as soclety advances
' wer to a higher ‘condition. The bour-
gems famlly will Tost certainly pass away when
j'mpitghsm disappears. 7t vill be replaced under

S been.replaced Y _ ! .
L etnerging m those coun!:nes'whwh ave achieved

' smiahsm

mognt there would be fuil freedons of _mm_age L
for the first time in hlstofy He felt that a Who}e

new situation would develop once nelther part
ner would be dependent on the other for their
riiterisl sitrvival; onee both partners assumed

squal responsibility for their children, substag-
tially mssisted by the state in fulfilling this o

responsibility. Ulira-leftist elements: assume. ‘o
that the family is esgentially a bourgeois inﬁi‘.xi;~ .
wiion snd that the survival of the family under -

gopinlism  aniounts to a betrayal of the revolu-
tion, The problem is that they fail to submit-
the family to historical snalysis. It is only by

blinding one’s eyes to the historical process that "

one can so simplisticslly absolutise the bourgeols
family and then proceed to condernn such a

basic human institution to oblivion in the namé .

of the revolution, Their atteimpts to construck

a substitute here and now make a vexy sorry tale_
indeed, especially when it comes o the children .
who have been tragically diso:@eimd in these .

experiments,

This still leaves open the quez,tion of the fam«.._ L

ity under communisim. The problem is that we
can only see so far and no further. In any age .

it has only been possible to se¢ ahead into the ™ :

next age, The process of socialist construction
is long and complex. Asto what the commun-

ist future holds, we can only conjecture ai pre: .

sent. Engels on this point said that his ideas .

were mainly of a negative character - Le., the‘y .

were limited mostly to what would vmnsix

The future, he said, would only be settled after

a new generation had grown up, a generation
who have never associated sex with any means

of social power. He said that should the mono-

gamous family in the distant future fail to
answer the requirements of society it was
impossible to pred-ict the nature of its '
BUCCEES0L.

Radlcal femlmsts
bltter_ in the_:_r atta 1

oppressmn of Women sl;l.ll contl.nues 8 Th
no factual ewdence advanced to_back up the

THE sev ET UNION

In looking at the history.of, socla,hsm and
what it has meant'fo woinen, this pamphlet will
concentrate primari ‘Soviet Union as
the first socialist sta is'the sf.ate that has
the longest history £ socialist, constmctlon,
the state that his le v and forged a paty-
way into the futuré in achiiéving the material
and moral emaricipatic yOn

Long before the revolution, radical theories

of sexual and family. relations were being d;s-

cussed. The Young R yroclamation of

_ 1862 called for the abolition of the family” and

state responmblhty for the care and education

2 of children in order to quallty {0 women,
As Marxists appeared on the scene, they took

. up the position put forward by Engels: that

. the emancipationof w meant restructur-
ing society in such a way that women can return

to socially productive labour. To make this

nurseries, Eaundnes st They insis
estic services and the resring of chiile
be a comimunal responsibility inste
as & burden on the shouldess of the |
mother. They also took their stand against th
dual standard of morality of 19th- centu Y
bourgeois society.

THE OCTOBER REVOLWION

This much was official party docirine..
the October Revolution, steps were taken
plement it. From the very first days of Soviet
power, Russian communists thirew themsely
wholeheartedly and vigorously, into the tas of
building the new soclety, of which the emaneip
ation of women was always an mtegml pa
This amidst the most monumental difficalties
athidst the immense turmoil of civil war,

"The first Soviet legislation set things iinmeé
tely in motion. The decree of Decerabiex 191
civil marriage and divorce set up a system of
gistration of marriage by specifically croate
QGoverniment organs, Henceforth only efil’ marr
iage was valid, Church marriage was declared fc
be void. It authorised divorce upon the reque
of either ox both parties. The decree of 191
was 3 detailed marringe code! It nade prdvm
for complete equality of the sexes in all marital
relations as well 85 in the pohtlcai and econ
life of the country. It gave the same nghts
calied Hlegitimate children as to'légitimate on
ie it abolished the category of illegitimacy.:
decree of 1920 made abortion legal when pe
formed tn hospital by a qualified doctor, but
stated (and this is rarely noted when dea]mg
the history of aboriion legislation in the Soviet.
Union) that it was “for so long as the moxal su-
vivals of the past and economic conditions of.
the present compel some women to resort to
this operation.” :

Bolshevik policy on eéiuality' of .th'é ;é}'{eé was
put into immediate practical effect during the':
years of war cornmunism. The employment of;




bati mposed on the overburdeneiié Soviet:
i .'authoritnes the necessity of esi,abhshmg, ghﬂdren s

In 1918, the ﬁmt coﬁgress of Working and
pemnt women a8 Ofgamsed in Moscow. Al
though commu _cations werd still difficult and
n 5"1i: was impossible to get in contact with certain
o . 1,000 delegates arrived instead of the ex-
s pectec! 300, In 1919, af the initiative of the
Centml Coxm’mttee of the Communist Party,
g for work with women were set up in
s ﬂfﬁces and factories ’I’hey were schools of pol-
C - jtieal educaﬁion and Wem attended by hundreds
of thousands of women: And in 1919, even
while the very existence of the Soviet state was
still in Jeopardy, Lenin was calling for institut-
lons sich &8 communa] dining rooms and creches
that would fres women from the necessity of
- privatised domestic labour. He said that such
oo labour was petty and contamed nothing that
s cauld further the development of woren, In
J i Contral Asla, the twenties saw the birth of a
.. moyeinent known as Khujama {offensive).
" Tt was sn offerisive against feudal customs and
L pjre}udices Women threw off their veils and
" 'purné them on ‘bonfires; Special centres were
. set'up to teach women to read and write, o
o give thém medical advice, and to train them to
AN parl;impate in pmductlon

L DEBATES OE‘ THE 1920s

Bu mme had further theomes notably

s A!exa.ndm Kollontsi, 2 member of the Bolshevik

-' C‘&ntml Committee from beiore the revolution,
who argued that msarviage was a function of

‘bourgeols sosiety, rendered necessary only by

3 importanee ‘attached fo property relations.

helieved that the family was simply a

 -place of consumption, a means of preserving

R -:-.--px’chlem She syoke vague ¥ of
 children equally”’. What Kollontai argue:i
- that the family was no: longm NECRESArY | Hor

: childm:‘earmg, hecauss o this wou

future, the: smmlly«consemus Worker another Wuk

rise to the point where she'no longer dlffere-ntmtss %
“between yours and mind and. femembens that
“{ligre ate henceforth only. our Lhﬁdrerx, the {,hllda -

id be taken
compiei;ely by the state “In her words

ren of communist Ru.ssm

- This, by the way, contmues today At a S
reeent lecture in London entltied “'i*he Famﬁy
and Bexuality”, children weie never mentionad

once. When questioned on this, the lectirer

replied that too often discussions of the i‘amﬂy '
get bogged down on the question of children. So’
she decided not to mention them! In the same
carcles, it is fashionable, whenever childrer: are
mentioned, to refer to “the children 1 live. w1th '
but never to “my children”; or “your chs!dren

But this approach is naive and mlsguaded and '

in some of its forms, callous, The special relation
between a mother and her child, or betwesn a
tather and his child, is one of the deepest and.
most vital things that many people ever expen-
ence in their whole lives. It is a'mistake to pm :
ject Communism as a force denying the leglti—
macy of that experience. For Communisih is
nothing so small ox superﬁcla} Certamly it wﬂl
make a person more expansive, more socially
conscious, more flexible, less rigid and less fear
ful. However this sort of expansw:,ness springs
from the intensification of deep relat;onships
between men and women and between patents
and their ehildren. It is healthy and natural.- -
that a mother should have a unigue relation to’ -
the child she has felt stirring in her womb, to

the child she endured so much for in labour.’
Moreover, experience shows that people tend to-
he more sensitive to other children through haw~
ing chlldren of their own. =

debate on these.

¥ _c')éi_fe::;ou.s.
s and by much
‘well. “Free

- These years

!l
even free love; it
to woimen was:

impi l;_g, assuming it
was the bustiiess of the stats to take care of the
consequences For oI ', there was nothing in the

g realm of sexua] relations that was ruled out. In
oo soine qua.rters, workers were: actuaﬂy encouraged
7 to divoree their wives; woinen wére encouraged to

ahandoxn their children - just to prove how revolu-
tionary they were. A komsomol leaflot at the
time put forth the idea that the satisfaction of the
sexual 1mpulse is everyone s private affaix, just like
the satlsfactlon of any other natural impulse. It
held that it was an act of no more moral signifi-
cance than drmkmg f glass of water.

*Thess \news, of cout ver received official
party endorsement. Lenin vas particularly adam-
ant against them His strongest statements on
these matters came in the Autumn of 1920 in
the interview he gave ‘to Clara Zetkin, the well-
known German Coinmu ist. To quote from
the intexview: :

“No doubf you aue heard about the
famous theory that in communut society
satisfying sexual desi‘re and fhe ‘eraving for
love ls as al‘mple and tnuiaI a.s drinkmg a
glass of water; A sectfon ar our yalth has
gone mad, absolutely mad ver thiz glass of
water theory . Iconafder this famoua glass
of water theory as camp!etely un:Marxist and
moreaver as antl-socia It takea two
people to mahe Tove, [ & third person, a new
Hfe, is likely to came tnto bei'ng This deed
has g social compiexx‘on i _Comm!mism
should not bring ascéticlam; biit joy and
sirength ..., but the obi‘aim’ng pi’ethom of
sex life yielda nelther joy nor ah‘ength On
the conirary i impoirs them This ia bad,

.. very bad, indeed in’the Ppoc'_ FevaliiHon

. Be nieither monk nor Don Jucm bt not
nmyth!ng in between elther; er a German
philletine ..... The reuohn‘fan aalle for the
concenirotion and the Pall'ying of every

_' _r':__ei'u:'e. _'by._._'th'e:a 7

forget the vﬂenea&,
barity of capitallam, its atronges
inspiration to fight from. ils cluss position;”
from the communisi ide 17 Wh”t it nieeds
clarity, elarity and move i Therefors, .
I repeat, there must be rio weaken'ing. noe
waeste, no dissipation of energy “gelf- contml
and aelf-discipline aré riot glovery; Aot in the
mattere of love efther. "11 ; )

But he had more than that to say “He went

the liberation of women. He emphésmed the
importance of taking the woinen’s question
and binding it firmly to the proletartan class
struggle and to the revolution.. He was also
vehement in denouncing men; mcludmg
communists, who did not think work among
women to be very lmportant He said:

"Serateh the communist and you fmd a
philistine, 12

THE PERIOD OF SOCIALIST
CONSTRUCTION S

It was Lenin’s views that won the day. 1t
was the changed outlook associated with the
ending of the civil war and the introduction o
the New Economic Policy that brought strong
reaction against these views. As Varoslavsky,
a prominent party official was foreed to comia
ent: *We don't want to be forever looking ~
under our bedsheets.”13 Especially under attack
by 1924 was the casual attitude regarding sex and
abortions, Many communists considered the ©
number of abortions {o he homfying :

By 1936 stricter regulatmns regarding aborti
were brought into effect, although it was alway:
possible to submit a petition for abortion with
cause. 1936 was also the year of reconstructic
of the whole system of family legislation.




'pmvem narriage:
ﬂy and dissolved hastlly, especmliy it 50 o far as

work of birth clitiics; maternity homes, creches
and. }xmdergartﬁem 1t extended regulations pro-
s -'._tmtmg-. niatemity 1t gave state assistance to
large. families, The 1w of 1944 went furthez.
The coum wete to enguire into the motives for
o divorce and the poss;bllltles for reconeiliation.

. it returned to the concept in earlier Soviet legls-
l_mio_ L0) ___zsmg only reglsber-ed narriages.

- Thesé yedrs s}gnailed an extrémely negative atti-
_tide to easual affairs and state hostility to easy
©and c&sual divorce. However, at no tine, was
_ there any social stigma attached to divorce,

eﬁpecw!,ly ‘Wwhen there was serious cause. It was
“atiall times fan"ly stmghtforwaxd with mutual

. conwnt

S 15 impor‘tant to be’ clea.r what the !egmlatlon
of thege years actually meant in light of the
. _charg&e that the Soviet state took a retrogressive

. turn in dealing with thiese mintters under Stalin,
for example the chm*ge is made that the decree
e 1944 demed rights to:children born out of
: We{ﬂo»ck amd made unmarried mothers comple-
“ ey responsible for the upbringing of their

+ -children.: But what the law actually did was to
<. ‘aholish paternity suits and to transfer respousi-
bihty for support of children so born from the
* father’ bo'the state: The liw also gave allow-

" ances to unmarried mothers. This is hardly
mpfesswe leglslatmn .

heﬂa Rowbotham in Women Resistanee and

olution (mmes this trend to absurd lengths in
escribing these yearé' “Wornen lost thel rights
the araily ... The new ‘eonsciousness whieh

. be developing L Uargs evoded and al-

- mﬂst exhnguished The only kind of emancip-

-.'state and those

N *speak fora sectlon of Russian somety “whic

Ay awakened and then sﬁe cad by the revol-
-~ ition, " 14 - Also tn ait anrio ted biklography,
. her comment o a collectic ‘ot Stalin’s wi

pro oth parties be reqmred to appear .
ivorce _roceedm_gs and that fees be mcreased -

“children were_involved It also expanded the net-

defined by the’ men in power

ingson the questmn of women 1s the f’hppan _

‘remark:: ~“Stirring it Unels' Joe is your cup of - -
toa. Rather keer on emancxpatlon bemg L
' connected to hm’d work’ ”15 B

We shou!d be very clear about this: emanci~ o
pation is connected to hard work. The empha-
sis during these yenrs was qulte nghtly on the -
parti¢ipation of wormen in social productum

1t 15 only the Trotskyist extension of all the
ideals of bourgeois individualsm which'is. .
unable to comprehend this. The essentmlly _
social nature of the individual person is one of
the most basic principles undeﬂymg commumst;

morality.

Soviet women have not shrunk from thei'r
responsibility to the socialist state, even under
the haxshest of cireumstances, During the war,
women shouldered the main burden of produc-
tive labour and some even fought at the front.
. Over a million women took part dimctly in-
wilitary operations against the fasclst enemy

THE PRESEN’E‘ SI’I‘UATZON

Although there is rauch to be smd about the
present situation, what follows is an atternpt to
swmmarise briefly the major achievements that
have been made by women in the Sovied Union. .
Equality between male and female starts from

the eadiest age, especially in sehool. “All schools ™
ave co-educational, There is no dividon hetween
gixls’ subjecis and boys’ subjects, Even in sport, - '

there is little attention pmd to physncal d]ffemn-
ces.

Everything possible is done to facliitate the
participation of women in social production
51% of the workforce are women. - :

'mps ’I‘here are

\_s_sibmen oF nurs-

g eight weeks before
ull pay. This can be
ult birth or multi-
erpaid holiday
prolong leave: As well as this,
ave up to the time
s reburn to work,
ng the working day . -

fessors or insti

_ r_egniih’éy and child-
man. There is-
£ sc_)(:laltst cons-

consummated.- E

ns',' b!:éiygr01lnds, :

. Taising children nor working is consndered te b

: agamst Soviet women seem either very ill-mfo i
| or very malicious. The statemnent is often that the

“ished and repHed: “Liberation to do whatito

-2 Union motherhood is idealised, There is & tende

8 JRnT ey bo Je

hlgher ed_Ucatl_ 41% of the pro- SR y to jeer at awards such as that of Mother He

e _hpod is not idealised and it does not need to'b

©ideslised. It is honoured. Women who givé bi

.. dre providing an immense service to the soei
" state which is quite rightly recognised. Andn

_ ‘that it is possible to find cases where women
“ohjectionable is the way all the tiemendous;

“ " not mentioned or quickly skimmed over only |

side employment whlle theu: chlldren are
and their work is respected Hut if mothe
‘srnall famnilies or wonien w1th no children af
do not work, without good reasori, they are
‘thought to be failing in their obhgations b
‘themiselves and to the Soviet State. To be neith:

retmgresswe and petty- bourgeons

"“These facts make the standard femlmst sneers

socmhst countries need a women’s hberatmn mov
nt. When a young Soviet woman, by no i
‘commuinist, was asked about this, she. was, aston:

stay home?” It is often said that in the Soviet

gwen to mothers of latge families: But mothe

one who has ever endured labour could dou
that there is genuine heroism involved, . '

One final point with respect to the Sovie
No one, least of alf the Soviet people themse
denies that there are still problems, No one de

mote housework than men; But what is highly

achievements of the socialist countries are ei

harp on failings which are in any case individu
failings and not structural defects in the Sowe
system,



st&némds of 3udgement vamsh wﬁ;h

__ .QTHER ﬁ@CMLEST CGUNTRKES

&nc% chrmscteme the other socmhst
auiitries as well, Space does not permit elabor-
~ptlon'e thie many. very interesting features of
.+ the lives of women In these countries, each of
- yrhigh has its own umquely 1mpresswe story. In
aRE Vietnam, for example, Vietnamese Communists
p!ayed ale admg ‘role in setfing up a mass organ-
- Isation’ of woren which played an extmmeiy
‘significant part in the national liberation strugg-
U lg s well as In the achmvement of socialisin. In
" Cuba, altheugn ‘theve are still problerns, for
_machlsms:: was very strong in pmwrevolutwnary
- Cube, women have a tremendous advantage in
. 'degling with them. They have the full authority
7 of the vevolution hehind thern. And that makes
all the dlffemnce '

RN 'China, however is in @ catﬂgory of its own,
. Despite the excesses, and in ‘fact the reactionary
L baEm {aken by the Maoist lendership, certain
" gains liave boen made. The Chinese Revolution
. overturned the feudal order and this changed
T women s lives immensely. There was a vast in-
erease in the number of women participating
in production, The usual family burdens were
. being vemaved, with medical care free or ab
" ralnimal cost, maternaty {eave available fo all
- yromen: Workers, and damestnc work soclalised
t_hmugh # network of child care centres, dining
halls, Iaundrles, ¢t¢. However, as a result of
th fa;.lure of the Great Leap Forward thexre was

witeh to revive feudal attltudes towards women.
During the cuit;umi revolutxon, ‘the dislcc&tmn
of economic and socio-political life had an ex-
- _trémely negatwe effect oft the development of

m'of. perspéctwe, all sense of pmpertion, e

“the young gehool-girls v
“'selves by commg forth o'stnke thelr tenct

‘god fo be reactionary ideas! This isa most
a dfmgerous concept of liberation: The Ail-China
‘Democratic Women's Fedemtlon, founded i

- fapction, In 1966, the PRC bmke its ties w1th

" now Wwith the new tira that has been takenrin -

- else,

i avé I contnbuted enough_
we have taken on in commb

1949, to involve women in the productlve and
somo—pﬁhtical life of the country, censed to.

regarded as the ‘achie of a!] wrtua then t
must be gwen to the tapeworm. .. S

the international democratic women’s move-. .
ment. It remains to be seen what will happen L

China. Hopefully these matters will he :f__estored
to a more sane footing, C

6. SOCIALIST MORALITY

experlence one another. We are af d :
affectionate for fedr of seeming to ‘be sedt
We keep our eyes ciosely guarded gur words' '
cautious; our hands to ourselves We ave
afraid to take rlsks in ions with one
~‘another. We are ‘afraid of E mg' too éxtrava-
* gant in our responses t one another. Alcohol,
however, often provides a means of breskihg
through these barriers,’ without permanently
- lowering the defi d.:We must believe
& much of this ten-

Discussions of the Women ’s questmn has al« o
ways {ended to bring fo the fore certain deeper - -
human questions, particularly questions relating
to the nature of human sexuality and the nature
of morality. Itis vital that we come to terms.

with our sexuality within a moral framework.
Socialism brings with it a new moral fmmework. '
Bourgeois morality is individualistic and repre~ -
ssive. Socialist morality, on the other hand, is
collectivist and liberating. It stresses how the.
untapped potential for growth i mdmdua]s is
enhanced as they enter into the collective spirit.
Of couise, a healthy sexual morality is grounded '
in a healthy general morality. Socialistn provides
the material basis for the sort of social environ-
ment in which a healthy geneml_ morality can:

SOV,

the more vivid and intens
individual members. It is:initerasting
this regard that in a section ot socialist n
from the docwments of the Cuban P
the stress is on the need to estabiish :
relations to consolidate the new: soci

We must always be careful not to fall
petty bourgems individualism. We must neve
lose touch with the concrete day to day: reali
of our own class. Nevertheless we miust alwa
have a larger vision and our class should be ab:
to see thie future in'us, It is the role of progrésén
ive forees to gather up the past and, pro_]ect; into
the future and never conf’ ine ourselves to th
!evellmg reality of the present The only free
for us is the freedom of aur class.. This of coursa

does not mean that we have to cu!twate rigidi

There are various misconceptions prevalent
on the guestion of socialist morality as it affects
sexuality. The first is a fear that Communism
will unleash immorality upon the fair Irish .00
earth, that ‘free love’ will be the order of the
day and that no one will want to do anythmg

| seeri-as necess
not dlstorted
“ships in the n
“of ourse}ves
behaviour in a mantal




being'and:t.hls me&ns being'deeply dismp]med.;_f_-' )
ot -'0 :ritlc_a_l_ spmt that

g 4y

‘of dis_cipline th&t springs frorira fu]ly mtegrated
“life. The need for dxsciplme arlgas nof out of
to impose uniatural restrictions upon
L oumelves 1t has its source mther in the need to
+bring all the dxverse aspects of our iwes into &

. harmonious whole, Sex 15 only one aspect of

- oty Tives and it must find its place within the

S 'integrated whole, Just what thizis cannot be

....answered in a dogmatic fashion, But our res-
'ponmbiuty fo our children and to those with
- Whoin we: Thave brought forth those children,
- our respongibilities to our ‘comrades, our
comiittrment to the revolutionary process
" itgelf, must never be neglected. The point is
‘thiat we miist beware of the twin dangers of

" decadence and pritdishiess. Prudishness pro-

vides the breeding ground for decadence and it
15 niot worthy of & comiriunist. A prudish per-

son 18 Gomecne Who 15 afraid of life. "A

_Communist meets it head-on _
) 7 CONCLUSION

Flnaily there ale certain baslc errors within the
left that stand in our way and miust therefore be
: combatted 'I'he first and the most serioiis, be=
. 'cause it 15 the most pmvalent is the tendancy not
:"to take the problem of wonieri setlously enough,
and not to consider work among women impor—

o must not be surrendered to thé right.

g Then, there am two opposite bendencies 'I_T\e '

i 'The'other ls the idea that ncthing can be :
done until. we achleve state power A vanatlon"'_- g

Bt we mu.st take cartam measufes n order to

be 1n a posmon to struggle to achleve state: :
power, especlally those of us who are mothers

of young children must make some sor “of al- -

ternative arrangements to ensure that our pok

itical work is tak_en senously and that we have o i

tine to do 1t

But there is an even deeper Yeaso , ¥
is because neither the new man nor the new
woman will emerge out of nothing the, day
after the revolution. They raust be created
step by siep, day by day, in the very midst of
the struggle. Our way of building the revolu-

ion must be consistent with the md of revo-- j

lution we are building.
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