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the Socialist
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You can contact us at 6772592
or email us at
info@socialistparty.net
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or views which you might
like to feature in the
Fingal Voice
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Support the End Low Pay
demonstration for...

£5an hour,
tax free now!

Join the march and rally to reject Mary
- Harney’s insult to the low paid. We will be

Joe Higgins TD.

%  Joe Higgins TD says, “ £5

: A 2 an hour by 2002 is an
{ telling Harney in no uncertain terms that a insult. The ICTU should
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TO NEW

DEAL

ver the next number of weeks

union members will be asked

to vote on a new partnership
deal. Already the media and big
business are whipping up the propa-

- -ganda that this is a great deal for

. workers. What a load of nonsense!

~ Proof of how bad it is, is demon-

- st_rated by the fact that the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU),
famous for pushing the last rotten
partnership deals, could not even

- pbring themselves to come out in

favour of this agreement.

. While profits and dividends have

‘soared in the Celtic Tiger, wages for
workers have been held back since 1987.
Now we're being asked to vote to con-
trol wages for another three years!
What's on offer is 5.5% in each of the

next two years, with a ban on any special

claims and local bargaining. But officially
inflation is running at 4%, EXCLUDING
mortgage repayments.

- With interest rates rising, it is likely
that before the year ends, those with an
£80,000 mortgage will be forking out an
~ extra £50 a month. In other words we'(i

~ be lucky to stand still with what’s on
offer

s . Tymg in proposed tax cuts is a con.
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achieved substantial increases for public

sector workers, would be banned forev-
er.

Profits booming

This deal should be rejected with a
massive No vote. That would mean that
the unions could go back and negotiate
a better deal, or each union could put in
their own claim. At the very least the

5.5% figure can be used as a benchmark
for higher rises.

Through determined action, construc-
tion workers have achieved increases of
20%. Nurses were told there was no

more money available, but by turning
down the first few offers and taking
action, they got substantial rises.

This deal is trying to hold back the
offensive on wages that is developing on
the ground. With profits booming and
labour shortages, workers are in a strong
position to demand our fair share.
Already in many parts of the private sec-
tor, workers have been able to negotiate
themselves substantial pay increases,
because employers are desperate to hold
on to staff.

For over a decade partnership agree-
ments have been used to tie the hands
of workers, while the share of national

wealth going to profits has soared, the
amount to workers has been reduced.

There has never been a better chance to
defeat a partnership deal.

Vote NO, campaign in your workplace
for free collective bargaining, for real
action by the unions on pay

Fmgcll Council

Ray Burke gin

RAY BURKE, remember him?
He is back in the news, this
time for taking a £35,000 bung
from Century Radio. When he
was Minister for

Communications, Ray was

convinced that his beloved

Fianna Fail were getting a bad

press from RTE (remember
the daily news broadcasts
telling us that Haughey was

on the take?).

Burke decided to sort them
out by ending their monopoly.
He capped RTE’s advertising
revenue, to divert a share
into the private stations.
Century Radio overcame all |
the obstacles placed in its |
path to be selected by an
independent committee hand
picked by Burke and set up to
award licenses.

Burke then forced RTE to
lower the license costs for
Century by £200.000 at the
taxpayers’ expense.

New education
set for Swords

A campaign is up and
running to set up a muliti- |
denominational school in the
Swords area. Many such
schools have been set up
around Dublin and have
proved very popular. Working
under the national umbrella
group, Educate Together, the
school ethos is multi-
denominational, co-
educational, child-centred and
democratically run, while
having the same curriculum
as all other national schools.
It is hoped that recognition
will be granted by the
Department of Education,
this year, and if there 1s
enough interest to open in
September 2000. If you are
interested in finding out
more, or enrolling your child,
contact Swords Educate
Together at 8900721.




' £4.40 an hour is an insult to the low
aid. The Socialist Party has called
- demonstrations in Dublin, Cork,
 Limerick, Galway and Wexford to fight

Ay
I e =1
"Ll et

- The nurses and the farmers showed
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- how the bosses and the government
~ can be defeated. You now have a chance
stand against the scrooge

Take part in the regional and nation-
| demonstrations and send out a clear
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Name and Shame
~ The Socialist Party’s End
Low Pay Campaign has been
naming and shaming low
paying employers all over
Ireland. Our stalls have
publicly outed the scrooge
bosses, some of whom are
paying as little as £1.50 per
hour! The campaign has
played an important role in
getting the idea of a £5
minimum wage, tax free onto
the agenda. But we won’t be
stopping there, we will
continue our campaign until
our demands are
implemented. And once the
minimum wage comes in we
will act as enforcers. We will
picket the businesses of
employers who refuse to pay
the minimum wage. In
Belfast, our members have
picketed businesses that are
breaking the law by paying
less than the minimum wage,
and we have forced them to
increase their wage rates.
Employers be warned, we

will be watching you.

Do you want to “Name and Shame”

your scrooge employer?
Contact the Socialist Party Low Pay

hotline at 6772592.
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Greedy Bosses!
IBEC argues that workers
shouldn’t price themselves out
of a job, vet... Aidan Heavey,
chief executive of Tullow Oil,
is paid £284,000 a year.....

The total net worth of the

100 wealthiest people in
Ireland is over £10 billion.

It would take a worker on
£4.40 per hour 25,000 years to
earn what one rich boss,
Denis O’Brien of Esat, made
in one day on the stock
market - £230 million!

The employers’ organisation
IBEC have conspired with the
Government to keep the
minimum wage as low as
possible.Yet these hypocrites
think that the low paid can
survive on just £4.40 per hour.
At a time of record profits,
they expect us to believe that
they can’t afford to pay £5.
They expect the low paid to be
grateful that they have a job.
The low paid can’t afford to
subsidise the rich any longer.

Fight for £2,000
per year more!

Under the governments’

proposed minimum wage of
£4.40 a low paid worker, for a
39 hour week, after tax, would
have a take home pay of £157.
Under the Socialist Party’s
proposal of £5 per hour, tax
free, this worker, for a 39
hour week would have a take
home pay

of £195. That is nearly

£2000 per year more!
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NORTH COUNTY RESIDENTS

TAKE NOTE....

WE'RE GOING TO BE

DUMPED ON AGAIN!

efore the local elections last year,
Fingal councillors voted through

Ba Waste Management Strategy,
which was agreed by the four Dublin

local authorities. The Socialist Party

~ opposed it at the time, and continue to

oppose it.

Part of the strategy involves accep-
tance of a major additional landfill
dump for Dublin’s municipal waste.
As a result, a number of sites have
been shortlisted, all in north county
Dublin, and an extension to Balleally
dump is being examined.

From an original list of 16 possible
sites, Fingal have shortlisted 5 for
more detalled examination as the
potential location of Dublin’s new
dump, with a capacity of 10-11 million
tonnes. They are the Tooman,
Annsbrook, Loughmain/Brownstown,
Palmerstown, and Loughbarn, all
rural parts of the north county.

These must be opposed. The only
solution to the waste crisis is a policy
based on waste reduction and reuse.
Landfill as we know it is not neces-

sary. Every decision to extend or open

a landfill site, sets back the implemen-
tation of these alternatives. Political
action can eliminate non-reusable or
non-recyclable waste, for example,
through the banning of items such as
plastic bags, and the introduction of
severe penalties for excess and unnec-
essary packaging. ,

Waste separation at source through
the use of different bins for different
waste has worked very successfully in
other countries, with the re-use and
recycling of the vast majority of
waste. Why should any community
have to put up with all the problems
caused by proximity to a landfill site,
just because the political will to
implement these alternatives has
been lacking.

The Socialist Party councillors are
opposing this plan and we are there to
assist the local communities in their

‘campaigns to stop this death sentence.

We showed that people power defeated
the hated water charges, when the
powers that be said there was no alter-
native, we can do the same on this

-issue.
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MUST BE FOUGHT

Their own consuitants admit it wili

-take another 6-7 years to develop a

new landfill site. Even if that was
achieved it leaves 2-3 years after
Balleally is due to close where they
have nothing in place. It doesn’t take a

genius to work out that Balleally will
be called on again.

T.his extension must be stopped. All
residents must use the next number of
weeks and months to step up the pres-
sure on the so-called public represen-
tatives, public meetings should be
called and commitments sought.
Protest activity must again take place.
The extension will only go ahead if
councillors vote for it.

Don’t let them off the hook. Why
should our communities suffer

because of politicians’ failure to deal

with the waste crisis? Take action
now,
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‘This i§ a Proposal to pe
big business in getting trycks
to the port. A toll of ¢3 for

some idea of what it Wwill be |

like when the route to the city
centre is reduced to g single
lane to accommodate the

| tunnel, |
The campaign goes on with |
complaints to the European |

Commission, court action and
pressure on the politicians to

stop this madness. |

Swords traffic
betrayal

After a year of traffic chaos |
in Swords, following the |

village “ improvements!!”

scheme, the Council agreed |

last October to reinstate the

traffic lights. In response to a |

motion from Clare Daly, they

said the contract was going |

out to tender and that rather
than carry out the work In

December, disrupting the

Christmas shopping, the work '_

would be completed in |
January. |

January has come and gone,
and no lights. Now amnesid

has set in and they claim that |

they hope to have that work
and a number of other traffic
calming measures 1 the
village, completed in the next
number of months.

That is not good enough. It |

is a miracle that nobody has

been killed already. Is that |

what they’re waiting forﬁ
Swords Community C:f:'uncn
have been campaigning o

this issue for a long time, 110“6’ -
is probably the time to engag

in protest action agail.
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“There is one Iaw for
the banks and
another for the

é poor.”

ne would think that with two
Tribunals sitting to investigate
the corrupt relationship
between big business and establish-
ment politicians, that the
Government might adopt a policy of
“zero tolerance” towards anybody
else found to be invoived in shady
off-shore accounts or major tax eva-
sion.

So, when the Taoiseach, Bertie Aherne
was forced to come into the Dail to
explain what he knew about the incredi-
ble story of one of his Fianna Fail T.D.s
(Denis Foley, Ansbacher account) he
pleaded for compassion for the feelings
of the individual concerned.

Regarding the pressure on senior politi-
cians caught in such activities to resign,
the Taoiseach said “it is better from every
point of view if the individuai can be
brought to understand the action that is
required, and that they acknowledge the
justice of it by taking the necessary steps
themselves. On occasion, a little space
may need to be given.”
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___I_Speakmg shortly after the Taoiseach in

an overcrowded refuge for scoundrels in
this country. The banks are only the lat-
est powerful institutions to hide behind
it. 1tis being used to prevent the aboli-
tion of ground rents. It is being cited to
prevent laws being brought in to controi
the outrageous speculation and profi-
teering in building land by developers. It
has even been cited as making it difficult
to bring in legislation to control the pow-
ers of private landlords in dealing with
their tenants.

There was further evidence of the dou-
ble standards of government when the
proposed new National Stadium was dis-
cussed in the Dail. Minister for Sports,
Mr. McDaid, lavishly praised Mr. J.P.
McManus for offering a donation of
£50m towards the construction of the
Stadium. Mr. McDaid mentioned a legal
agreement between J.P. MciVianus and
the State in regard to the Stadium. It
was not available before the debate. |
demanded to see it before any vote was
taken in the debate. | pointed out that
we could only speculate on its contents.
| wondered if it included a runway for
Mr. McManus' private airplane as he jet-

ted in from his tax exile in Switzerlar_wd.
| pointed out how sports is regarded as

a way of raising the sights of young peo-
ple to a healthier lifestyle and a better

life. |1 then told a few home truths about
Mr. McManus. “He is a businessman who

has made a fortune from gambling and
speculation in the world’s currency casi-
nos, a profoundly anti-social, speculative

venture that undermines poor countries,
destroys social programmes and impover-

ishes people. Is that the model for
youth?

Voices in the Dail
During the debate on the
Government reshuffle of |

Ministers January 27th.
Tanaiste (Mary Harney )

«I listened to Deputy Burton’s
contribution and I could not

help but reflect on how similar |
his comments have been of
late to those of Deputy Joe
Higgins. I do not know
whether he has found a new
scriptwriter
Joe Higgins “This is a
Government which ... pushes
at every turn the freebooting
creed which characterlses
capitalist globalisation”

On the nomination of Brian
Cowen as Minister for Foreign
Affairs

Mary O’Rourke T.D.

(Minister for Public
Enterprise) “We are extremely
pleased that Deputy Cowen
will be bringing his qualities
to the Foreign Affairs
position”

Joe Higgins “Dictatorships
throughout the world are
quaking”

On the Order of Business,

- Wednesday, February

Joe Higgins “The State sold
off important
telecommunications franchise
so that private businessmen
could speculate and walk away
with hundreds of millions of
pounds profit that should
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proposed to privatise a
significant section of Aer
Rianta and ... the Great
Southern Hotel Group. Is the
Taoiseach aware that the
Minister for Public Enterprise
is beginning to make Margaret
Thatcher look like a liberal
and moderate with her
programmes of privatisation?”

On the Order of Business
Thursday, December 9th 1999
Joe Higgins “Will the
Tanaiste make time available
today to continue its
discussion (on the Budget) so
that we can highlight the
outrage of ordinary people
over a Budget patently for the
rich and privileged in society
cooked up in a villa in the
South France between the
Tanaiste and the Minister for
Finance along with the steak

and red wine?




he government on the housimng

cthrisigs which they, and the other
big business parties created, by refus-
ing to build local authority housing
and facilitating speculation, rezonings
and profiteering.

While not guaranteeing that th(_)se
on the average industrial wage will be
able to secure an affordable home,
some initiatives are beginning to be
implemented which will enable many
people, who would not otherwise be
able to buy a house, put a roof of their
own over their head.

One such scheme is the shared own-
ership scheme run by the Councils.
This was a scheme to assist those on
low income buy a home. The rise in
house prices made this scheme virtu-
ally redundant, as very few houses
were available within the range of the

Belated action is being taken by

scheme, which had a ceiling of £90,000.

- That situation has changed now,
with the councils building houses
themselves, specifically for shared
ownership housing. The scheme is
open to any 1ndividual whose income
18 less than £20,000, or a couple where
the combination of 2.5 times the prin-

cipal salary plus the second salary
does not exceed £50,000.

A deposit of £1000 is required
“upfront, the Council look after all the
legal and other expenses. Just contact
the Council’s housing department at
- 6127777, and ask them to send you out
- aform. They will assess your income
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many ways it is, but in the context of
a big demand and not enough houses,

there is not really a fairer way. This
situation will improve as more and

more houses are built.
While this is not nearly adequate to

tackle the housing crisis, it will bene-

fit over one thousand people. If you
are someone for whom the idea of a

home of your own is out of reach then
contact the council and find out more

about the scheme.

Number of shared
ownership houses to be

constructed
Year 2000 Houses 330

Year 2001 Houses 350
Year 2002 Houses 505
Year 2003 Houses 235
Total of houses 1420
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Travellers

The Socialjst p, rty
ﬁghts for

@ Control the
price of building

land.

Land for housing shoulq
should be bought by the Local
Authorities at agricultyra)
value by compulsory purchage

order

@ Qutlaw
profiteering

Houses should be priced at
their proven cost to build. |

@& Take on the

landlords

For all landlords to be forced
to register for tax purposes
and to ensure they respect

tenants rights.
For the Rent Tribunal to set
| rents .
All tenants to have security
of tenure.

For purpose build student |
accommodation by the state.

accommodation plan

The_problem gf acpommodation 1S not just experienced by settled people, if
anything jche situation facing Travellers is far worse. Over the next two
gnonth.s, Fingal County Council, and all other local authorities, will be agree-
gll_g a {we year Travellers Accommodation Plan. The Socialist Party welcomes

1S plan.

It is an attempt to come up with a balanced solution to the scandalous situa-

tion that only 71 Fingal Travelling families, out of 262 are currently accommo-
datgd. As a result of thls_ situation, most live on unauthorised encampments,

" he plan proposes a mix of traditional housing, group housing schemes and
{llalt}ng sites, in many different locations around the county. Where official
dalt'lng sites are established, they have worked very well. They are properly

o> eoed and equipped with essential services, a full time caretaker lives on
- anq O.ﬂen pre-school and other community initiatives take place there.
diTh? provision of accommodation is the first step to ending the ridiculous
thscrm: N experienced by the Travelling community. They make up less

oo O the population, yet their life expectancy is on average 20 years

}[gwer than that of the settled community. Improved accommodation is the key
an mcreased uptake in education, health and employment.
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The Planning Bill - An

attack on your

democratic

he Government has just intro-

duced a major new planning bill

into the Dail. When I spoke 1n the
Dail on the bill on Thursdaj,_r, February
10th, I pointed out some major prob-
1ems with it. Some lﬁey provisions
attack the democratic r_lgh'ts of individ-
uals, residents associations and com-
munity organisations.

The first time a fee will have to be
paid to the County Council to make an
objection or observation about a plan-
ning application. i

The right to appeal against a plan-
ning permission to An Bord Pleanala
will be restricted to those (if any) who
objected to the original planning per-
mission. This is extremely serious as,
in some cases, residents may not hear
of a planning permission until the
local authority has given it. In that
case, they would be helpless if they
wish to appeal.

People who might want to appeal a
planning permission to the High Court
would not be able to do so unless they

Land speculation to

rights

could show a “Substantial interest” in
the case. The courts m 1Ight interpreta-
tive a “substantial interest” as a Prop-
erty interest. This could mean that res-

1dents groups or environmental groups
would be debarred from going for a
judicial review of, for example, the
granting of permission for an inciner-
ator in their area.

The price of building land and of
new houses continues to rocket.
Unfo;*tunately, this planning bill does
noth_lng L0 stop the outrageous profi-
teering by a handful of speculators and
developers in what is a basic human
need.

Unfortunately, some of the major
political parties, which have received
large amounts of political donations
from the building industry, allowed
naked greed to make it very difficult
for young people to purchase a home.
This has caused much anguish for
ordinary people. There is also an enor-
mous crisis with the people on the
waiting list for local authority homes.

pay for National Stadium?

he Price Waterhouse Cooper
report, which recommended the
building of the National Sports
Stadium also, advocates the sale of 275
acres of agricultural land that would be
left over. The report states that this
could be rezoned for housing or com-

]I}.lercial and could be sold for £80mil-
on.

- This is an outrageous proposal.
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Abbottstown was a crucial green break
between the huge built up communities
~ Greater Blanchardstown and

as.

zoned In Blanchardstown to bring the

population up to about 130,000.
Planning permission has been given for

over 1,500 houscs jJust beside
Abbottstown on the lands formerly
owned by Blanchardstown Hospital. An
application has just come in for 2,200 in
one block of land less than a mile away
from the proposed new stadium. It is
vital for the sake of the existing com-
munities and future generations that
we maintain areas that are green and
open between the large concentrations
of population so that we can breathe.
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2,000 houses, but
still no SChOOl"*
Menolly Property has made §|
a fortune from the residents §
of the new housing estates in
Clonee, Dublin 15. But their
greed is still not satisfied.
They have yet to agree a price
with the Department of
Education for the sale of the
land earmarked for the area’s
primary school. They will not
be allowed hold up
proceedings any longer. At a
meeting in The Mill House,
Clonee on Wednesday 15th
February, local residents
decided to let visitors to the
Show houses know that there
is no primary school in the
area.
The Department of
Education should not be left
off the hook either. When
land is zoned for upwards of

5,000 houses the sites
earmarked for schools and
other facilities should be
bought straight away. The site
for the Secondary school
should be acquired now so
that residents will not face
this situation again in five
years time. Immediate action
1S necessary if the promised
opening date of September
2000 is to be achieved.

Castleknock
Community |

college |

Again the lack of planning
by the Department of
Education is causing chaos
for students and parents in
the Castleknock area. the
castleknock Community
College is overrun with
applications for places that it
cannot fulfil. Students in the

area are being turned away
even though the college might
be on their doorstep. There is
only one playing pitch left on
the grounds so room for
expansion is at an end. The
department has ben has been
chasing its tail for years now
and have stumbled from one
crisis to another.

Parents are to hold another
meeting to discuss this latest
crisis. What is needed is
forward planning , not just a
reaction to this latest
problem.
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Airport report

SERVISAIR

SHOWS THE
WAY

he four day strike by
Servisair workers in
January at Dublin air-
port, has gone some way to
overcome the negative fall-
out from the Ryanair fiasco.
They have shown that mili-
tancy pays- winning signifi-
cant improvements in shift
pay and supplements for
early starts, nights, and
weekends.
By Clir.Clare Daly

Desplte the confusion
caused by SIPTU failing to
direct those in the Civil
Aviation branch to refuse to
handle work done by scabs,
although that was the
instruction to the Aer
Lingus branch, who inter-
face less with Servisair, the determination of the strikers won the
day.

There was widespread support for the strike from other airport
workers. The dispute shows the need for an airport wide shop
stewards committee, to exchange information and co-ordinate
action. Aer Lingus workers, have seen a local partnership been
used to hold back wages and conditions. Our pay, once the envy of
‘many workers is now less than the starting pay in Servisair. We
need action now.

- Important battles are not far down the road, with the govern-
ment determined to sell-off the national airline in the course of
the year. While some workers feel that this couldn’t make things
any worse than they already are, the reality is, that if this goes
ahead workers will be sacrificiffg their job security and terms and

Servisair strikers.

conditions. Apart from giving away the public airline which has
- built an excellent reputation in terms of safety and quality of ser-
vice, through the dedication of its workforce and taxpayers

s

. Wikl the openlng up of competition, workers in different com-
- panies in the airport are being fobbed off with nonsense that their
1ditions have to be held back because of competition from the

- others. Meanwhile the employers are laughing all the way to the
. ek -=- :f d come together at grassroots level, to take on not
- just the emplo: s but SIPTU also, who have rested on their lau-

S With the partnership agreements being used to say they can’t
i) rvisair ‘ showed the way, lets link up and follow
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Where we stand on the
key issues

e For a minimum basic social welfare
payment of £150 a week for the
unemployed, pensioners, widowers and
those on sickness and disability benefit.
@ For a minimum wage of £5.00 an hour
with no exemptions to rise to £8.00 within
three years.

@« For a 32 hour working week with

no loss in pay.

@ For all workers, whether full time, part
time or on contracts to have full pension,
snck pay and hollday rlghts.
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« No worker to pay tax above a 25% rate.
- Increase the tax eligibility level to £10,000
a year for single workers and

pro-rata for couples.

- No more amnesties or loopholes for the
rich, make them pay their full share.

- No to local charges - No double taxation
In any form.
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@ For a properly funded public health
care system to put an end to waiting lists.
- No to a two tier health service.
- For free and comprehensive health care,
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primary medical services.
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@ Take economic power out of the hands
of the bankers, speculators and wealthy

* industrialists and transfer it to those who do

the work and create the wealth.
®" For public ownership and democratic
socialist planning of the key areas of

economic activity.
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 ‘ F?etum to: Socialist Party PO Box 3434, Dublin 8 or phone (01) 6772592
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