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ESPITE the National Wage Agreement which was designed

to stifle trade union militancy, especially with its severe

restrictions on the right to strike, anger is steadily mounting among

3 ever larger groups of workers about the lowering value of real
wages as prices continue to soar.

The most immediate manifestation of this anger is, of course, the
determination of the building workers’ group of unions to press
their demand for a special payment agreed. by the unions and
employers concerned but effectively vetoed by the Government,
through the Labour Court. :

The building workers’ case 1Is
overwhelmingly a just one, and it
is a mark of the intransigence of
the Government that they should
attempt 10 veto an agreement
freely entered into by the two
sides of the industry concerned.

The reason for the Govern-
ment’s stance is that the payment
undermines the whole credibility
of the mnational wage agreement
method and emphasises to workers
that they could do much better
through free collective bargaining,
using their industrial strength to

Another sign of widening re-
sentment at Government policy
and the economic situation is the
threat of another strike by the
bank officials. The officials have
had their position considerably
weakened however by remaining
outside the I.C.T.U. This lack of » | ;
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ills cansed by capitalism, but the
paths to that revolution are out-
lined in the statement of prin-
ciples issued by the United May
Day Committee,

The Communist Party of Ire-
land wishes all workers a pleasant
May Day, and pledges itself to
contnue to work towards building
the unity of all progressive and
anti-imperialist forces for peace,
unity, independence and socialism.
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The workers had been duped.
And among those who felt bitter-
est were those who had argued
for the agreement.

It is not enough to just feel
angry about the situation. A re-
rurn to free collective bargaining
would restore the power of unions
to fight for their members’ in-
terests .and resist cutbacks in real
wages. -

® Only the industrial stren
to strike—can defend and improve c

A

Weaker members benefit from
the cumulative effect brought about
by successful struggles on the part
of the stronger ones. That is the
essence of the principle of trade

BLUFF MUST BE CALLED
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gth of workers—including the right

union solidarity. But with their
hands tied behind their backs by
wage agreements the workers can

only see their strength dwindle,
and their conditions worsen.

~ THE LOYALIST

. ¥ ! i e o i B R R g g i " e e B R LN ] 2ol . A LR s e B o L s L a T . o x o W o TN RN a Sttt e A 5 A .."‘.ﬂ‘."*“:'*f:l';"". ':_-_-.':
L, Vg #-,Hﬁ;rfﬂﬁfgﬂefﬁ.ﬁﬂﬁfi;a‘.@fép /f"ﬂ';‘ﬁfi-"ﬁ"{};ﬂ:— :Hffﬂ;;jzﬁg:ﬁ:‘%ﬁ.fﬁj{fﬁ& e *“'-::':EE:::"W'::;-E}::'::::':;‘:L%"Hi&‘:ﬁ _E:“' ey .":::.E':?_E:‘:"E}&':‘%?“ﬂ?‘*"ﬁﬂ'f'ﬁtw?"ﬂﬂqﬂ{'F:"-:'f‘t-"g;":.{ﬁfﬁ'f:::" *t.:::g_:_:__nff',g:- _;-’f-';::""::::f-'-,a;-:ﬁ 5--'"-*',;: ;,f:-f':;:""-:ﬁﬁ -'-f;-?-ﬁ";.":;' .
: Fi ; o £ ‘_.-._. l i St -‘_.’. 3 Ll i ':'.." e LA ':f__r. -‘r:-:-l:,n' e ..ll.: " o it W R _r_: s -I.:. .': Cn :... i e +‘.~:-|,..|. o h:.“‘ ‘..:‘:-. :"h - :'._.‘ - +":1'..|_':..‘,. g s -...":. s :‘. ._:‘:_ l!:._:‘. e R n..-"r'|:1-:||. :-"r':" ".'-.,F _': : s -:."II"._"L". e x :I: s gt sy “+. i 12 g g L ..-. F
: A A ?_,f‘r:i’;f" s '*..r'.-*_,-':i..“' ey e S it o o A, s Kt i S M A e e e, ]
A i R o g "I: AL e J‘F-" ol i"-l“'.-"'d"::;-'"--:I.l"llll:‘-ll---‘ll "..'.""‘r r.‘-r-.‘.ﬂ}:. Tl # Falala -:'.“‘H 5 'F':r. o = :::'-" .:hl':"l"l'l!."‘:':‘l.l-l.l.‘":‘!“"- b n R o Ty e A N K e i E, R A A it -'-.l- S I'“":'.' Sl *:.""“"“" g e R ¥ gy w ".'-'l* . '1}":.':." ¥ L "-":: o
Fi A . ] . -".I _.|l" ' I"‘-. ' "'--. 5 i ’ -"'I‘l ':l""'r 'I."l-‘:l" ‘l‘r‘r a ‘:;-nl" "I:'ﬁ"'?_f' _..l'. - -L-'.‘-Fdr.r'-'-"":--'v""" o "'I:"I-'r":. o el '::‘-.r e :":-.J"r .'-I'.:“lil' Faru -:- e e - X e ] o : o, i 4 .1:‘.':‘1'1-'lrl-‘r" e -l.l-+l-l"l'-'..-"}-"fh." w :.:. gy Mo e "."':"l‘ "'-":-". ey . l-. B i
- - r’ i ’ F i ” ; o i ol o 'f Wi i o e o P s T '1'.. ‘-.-'.:. A i = l-"".'" gttt l.l.I‘ g T S SaeaE - . o "'_ﬁ“. e “aTu. i = e e :."l. . g

7 y G '*‘f{f{féﬂ'ﬁ:ﬁﬁ% 7 e S N R R R R R N e e O S

- . s, Ml L L e L
A e e A A
R W

el e o o e A R 1 s o e e e g B, Sl T

» i r'r'lq::-r'- e R e Wb W T , B T i | + 1 o iy e e

e e a5 e Wl L e e : = T A e R
e P & ."'\-Fl.l-_.i B ! -".rl.:.':l - u, ' oH N o .:. i 1"- l.'.." - el =

.............

i g

HE BRITISH, it appears,
have little immediate aims
in the Northern situation and
are to just let things
drift, so long as they drift in
the general direction of British
long-term strategy, the main-
tenance of imperial domination
over Ireland with its economic
benefits to her financial interests
and its strategic benefits to her
military sections.

There are-marked differences of
emphasis between these two inter-
ests, however, with many of the
military — politically on the far
right—convinced that the origi
“liberalisation” policy was ill-
founded. These divisions ar¢ re-
flected in the British Conservative
Party between Heath and White-

law, on the one hand, and
Thatcher and Neave, on the other.

stability of the Northern situation
should be contained and brought

down to “an acceptable level”—

acceptable to Britain, of course.

That means a reduction 10
minimal levels of troop casualties,
the Ulsterisation of the combat
forces as much as possible, and
an elimination of bombings in
Britain itself.

This has by and large been
achieved, and the continuation of
the Provisionals’” campaign only
serves to provide Britain with the
justification to carry on with its
policy of leaving the North to the
control of its Army.

The Army, of course, has leant
heavily in favour of the Unionist
forces. But these are by no means
united. While the Army disagreed
with—and sabotaged—the power-
sharing policy, it does mot have
unlimited power to reach an
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k-out, British soldiers openly irate wi

control of policy and with added
importance in British society. :

To this extent the situation 1s
completely different from the time
of the U.W.C. lock-out. An effec-
tive Army mutiny' — curiously
ignored by official Irish Govern-
ment spokesmen — forced the
British Government to abandon
its policy and 1its promises, not
for the first time in history, of
course,

The shameful acquiescence of
the Irish Government, and the
equally shameful reticence of sub-
stantial elements of the British
Labour movement, in the face of
the Loyalist blackmail has, of
course, only led in the long rTun
to more and more violence. This
violence is now 'slowly but inex-
orably spreading tO engulf  the
whole island. R

Nor can any change be expected
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that the leopard changed his spots
and accepted power sharing.

While power sharing was &
compromise designed to maintain
British control over Ireland and
to’ divert the nationalist feelings
of the population away from
struggle against imperialism, it
was also a retreat by Unionism
from its entrenched “we are the
people” arrogance. |

The success of the U.W.C.
lock-out, aided by the connivance
of the British Army, temporarily
restored their confidence, so that
the old Unionist intransigence has
reappeared. * .

The Loyalists cannot be allowed
to exercise a permanent veto over
progressive and democratic ad-

vance. The trade umion move-
ment, here and in Britain, should
bring pressure to bear on the .

 Governments concerned to call

their bluff and set abou
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ine policy of peace are the ways
to end the orisis, not appeasement
of Loyalist intransigence.
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Conditions In
Portlaoise

IT is a matter of profound relief that the hunger strike of the

Port Laoise prisoners ended without a fatality, although it
is inevitable that some, at least, of the strikers will have sufi ered
serious injury to their health, injury which may not become fully
apparent for some years.

It is a cruel and vicious indictment of our system of ‘justice’
in the 26 counties that men resort to such a barbaric weapon in
order to voice their grievances, and a mark of the extremism of
the Government that they persisted in driving men to it.

For there is no doubt that the action was provoked by sheer
bloodymindedness and desperate conditions, with arbitrary and
repeated strip-searches high on the objectionable list.

. It is also, however, a mark of how the Provisionals have sunk
in public estimation—as a consequence of their anti-civilian bomb-
ing campaign and the mindlessness of their violence—that public
sympathy was invariably muted and prefaced by strong disavowals
of support for their organisation as such.

It is too much to ask the Provisionals to take note of that genu-

ine revulsion in their methods which, objectively, have led to a
strengthening rather than a weakening of the imperialist grip over
Ireland?

Be that as it may, public disquiet over conditions in Port Laoise
was only aroused by the hunger strike. Too many of us have for
too long been content to decry the Provisionals and ignore the
barbarism of the Government here, whose pursuit of Britain’s
record of torture at the Strasbourg tribunal is impaired by these

revelations at home.
Above all it is important not to let the matter rest and allow

the old conditions to be continued in Port Laoise. A call for a
public inquiry into the conditons of the prisons should still be
made until the Government yield or make changes.

We must not allow a situation where Government extremism
might provoke serious violence in this part of the country, violence
which could only strengthen reaction and ruin whatever quality
of life we have managed to extract from the capitalist system.

Padraig Pearse

already been denounced by various pseudo-left organisations.
We should recognise these “historical” contributions for what they

are : apologias for British imperialism in Ireland.

JAMES CONNOLLY
COMMEMORATION

SUNDAY, 15th MAY

3 o’clock — ARBOUR HILL
Organised by Communist Party of Ireland
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—-For a clear explanation of political developments in Ireland

and abroad.
_For trade union news and views.
__For the truth about the socialist countries.

__For features on farming and fishing.
Please send me the TRISH SOCIALIST. 1enclose
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® Braitheann athbheochan na Gaeilge ar thionscalu na tire, ag deire tiar.

 Conas stop a chur le
meath na Gaeilge

A <& rdite chomh minic sin anois, agus ti sé chomh fior leis, go bhfuil an Ghaeilge ag meath go
tubaisteach gur beag 4ird a thugtar ar an gcaint sin anois. Ni galar marfach ata ag cur as don
teanga ar ndéigh, ach ni thiocfaidh fear lia fana coinne.

Mar t4 ’spedinte i suirbhéanna T4 buncheart Gaeilgeora 4 - stdit—sa choras oideachais mar
le déanai, t& baidh ag an bpobal thruallit is 4 shird ag udarasai shampla—is trid tionscall sa
i gcoitinne don Ghaeilge. Ag an <t4itin seo is ni décha go bhfuil Ghaeltacht. Is ni féidir é sin 2

dhéanamh faoin gcoras caipiteal-
ach, go héirid insan Ghaeltacht,

bealach eile as ach feachtas mar
at4d ag an gConradh le bru a chur ‘
ar an rialtas agus biidh an phobail  ait ina bhfuil caipiteal gann, taithi
2 thiontli ina gnfomh an rialtais.  ar obair tionscail deacair le teacht

O thaobh na heacnamaiochta 44 A .
dhe, t4 sé tibhachtach freisin bra ~ Ina leitheid de chids ni mor
a choinne4il ar an rialtas maidir H?n§ca-11 ata ’b}mﬂithe ar ar maoin
le tionscalti na Gaeltachta : Mura nédurtha—préiseail éisc is bia, :
dcuirtear jobammai ar fail . insan tionscail leathair, adhmaid, tros-
Ghaeltacht imeoidh an pobal is €31 IS eile. Tionscail leictredn- *
imeoidh an Ghaeilge leo. Ma acha éadroma mar shampla. Is ni |
imfonn an ‘Ghaeltacht imeoidh chuirfeadh a leithéid ar bhunus
ar an bpobal fré chéile mar gheall - tobar an duchais, is fiordhdéchas ceart ach amhiin a gcomhthéacs
ar an mneamhshuim seo: ma ta& ng dtodhchai. plean stdit—athri bunusach sa . |
ctrsai Gaeilge go dona, is orainm, choras eacnamaiochta. | &
Gaeilgeoiri —is go hdirid sinne SOP Ach sé tuiscint ma faidhbe an
Séisialaigh leis—atd an locht agus chéad chéim i dtreo a séraithe.
milledn crua na staire le theacht. Tiim ag feitheamh le suim fé

Ach mar adtirt Madirtin O leith mar sin seiminéar ar an
Cadhain, “as deire na cuise Is 13-15 Bealtaine ar staid chulturtha -
' atd dhi reachtiil £

cloisint na cainte sin ag cuid

nis © dhera t gach rud ceart anois, -
mairfidh 4r nGaeilge slan !

Ach mnil aon fhorsa ag an
mbéaidh sin. Ni chuirtear bru ar
hith ar rialtas, comhairle contae
né tdaras ar bith eile rud ar bith
a dhéanamh ar shon ma teanga.
Cinedl béidhe neamhsuime ata
ann.

Ni ceist milledin é, is mil locht

~ Agus chifear ag deire an scéil
go bhfuil an stit go bunusach 1
gcoinne ma Gaeilge, mar is rialtas

marfai neamhshuim . . . 04 R i S 3. > na hEireann, &
namhadas ar bith”. Is marfai mar e b‘;? AN hlmpu:egch-’ea atd  mar an Dara Seiminéar Bliantiil B
spreagann an namhdas soiléir Telen ariamh sa staitin. seo. i gCuimhne Eiri Amach na Cisca e
cosaint, agus as cosaint tagann Ta S}ad namhadach don Ghae- j Halla ma Saoirse. ~,-
ionsu. 11_5‘-‘: cinnte. _A‘Ch ni namhadas Ar na cainteanna suimiula—a g T

Maidir le baidh an phobail don dlfeﬂ‘-‘-h € i g-ccm*ai', mar d4 ndéan- phaineann leis an gceist seo—°
Ghaeilge, t4 sé ceart go leor a fai an Ghaeilge a athbheochan ar  peidh Padraig O Snodaigh ag i o
bheith ‘ag rcaint: faoi bhaidh’ ach | #THC I ITLS, QS I 2tk phobail a  labhairt ar ‘Gluaiseacht na-Gaeilge q
déan moladh faoi clir Gaeilge ar dhiriu ar an teanga 1S ar an  agus an Ghluaiseacht Naisianta’ |
chur ar an telefis ag am tabhacht- safocht a bhaineann 1éi thiocfal 1 d¢ hAoine 13u ag 7; agus Geardid i
ach s nf chluinfear deire e’ 8C0IDNC (MCOULHEN impiritilachais ¢ Tuathaigh ag labhairt ar ‘An
scréachail is gebnail. -até‘ karg 1ﬂ-rra1d:h_ cuimhne p{}ball 1S Ghaeltacht Inniw’ maidin dé } :

Ach méi t4d ‘baidh’ ag an bpobal nérsu:m -a: dhibirt. Domhnaigh. ¥
don Ghaeilge cé hiad a dhéanas Aris nil aon p-healach le ath- T4 eolas faoi na cainteanna eile 1
no a spreagas an geardn? Rud bheochan na Gaeilge a dhéanamh is an seiminéar go Il€ir le fail
oifigitiil atd ann go bunisach, ach tré gniomh is tacaiocht an - 6 Chonradh na Gaeilge. 5

iriseoirf muachtdn at4d ag freastal i

ar chlaonbhé a gcuid _méistri, RTZ"E $# TN :_.1
ag crith le heagla roimh sraoth is L AB 0 U R H | ST ORY
— ignored far too long

broim an Bhrianaigh.

TI-IE founding of the Irish  Up to the founding of the

: Labour History Society in society :l:he academics in modem

1973 has evoked much public LisP history shad, idone little' -t
interest in a subject which up s:[t}mulatef interest in the subject.
to then seemed to interest only laizebio o ?)f them _mw})ly.. the
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Labour

W.U.I to monitor

Party’s

performance !

HE Waorkers' Union of Ireland

have decided to hold a Special
Delegate Conference every two
vears 1o review Labour Party
policy and performance in the
Dail and to see how it measures
up to WUI policy.

This was the main decision
which emerged from a Special
Conference of the Union on the
24th of April. The proposal to hold
such an exercise on a biennial basis
was unanimously adopted by the
delegates.

While another resolution, asking
that the affiliated unions to the
Labour Party should push for
withdrawal from Coalition, was
defeated, the mood of the Con-
ference was on the svhole very
critical of the performance of
Labour in Government.

The Conference should serve to
remind the Labour T.D’s, many of
whom receive large grants from
the Union to help their election

How to get
Equal Pay

OW to get Equal Pay; Mar-
nied women working; Appren-

ticeships for women; Training
and re-traiming; the Anti-Dis-

crimination Employment Bill;
these are just some of the topics
which will form part of a day-long
seminar to be held on 25th June.
The overall theme of the Sem-
inar, whch is being organised by
the Trade Union Women’s Forum

(TUWE) i co-operation with the
Dublin Trades
“Women In Employment — A
Challenge
Movement”.

Counci, 1s,
to the Trade Union

During the morning session the

overall - picture will be given by
prominent women trade unionists.
In =addition
Mullen,

ITGWU, will speak on the need
for male trade
involved in the struggle for equal

Senator Michael
General Secretary,

unionists to be

campaigns, that the workers who
put them in the Dail can put them
out again as quick.

Mr. Denis Larkin, General Sec-
retary of the WUI retired from the
Union on 27th April. At the Con-
ference delegates gave a standing
ovation to Mr. Larkin as he, made
his farewell speech in which he
reviewed his long years of activity
in the WUI.

With the depanture of Mr.
Larkin comes the end of an era in
the Irish trade union movement,
as for the first time since its found-
ation there will not be a Larkin
at the helm of “Larkin’s Union”.
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® Improvements in conditions should be high on a list of
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union demands.

A worker’'s charter

for better conditions

A significant negative aspect of
successive national pay agree-
menst in the South, and social
contracts in the North, has now
been the restrictive clauses cov-
ering conditions of employment.
As a result of this little pro-
gress has been achieved in this
area over recent years. An
obvious example is the fact that
the overwhelming majority of
Irish workers still have an en-
titlement of three week’s holi-
days which is the legal mini-
mum.

What can be done to improve
the situation? One way, which
has already proved successful in
2 number of employments, is to
submit a draft employer/union
agreement, covering workers’ con-
ditions of employment, and em-
phasising workers’ entitlements, to
the employer.

Many employers are more fté-
ceptive to claims submitted in an
agreement of this kind than to
claims served in the traditional
manner which immediately ex-
poses them to the restrictive
clauses of the National Agreement

rights.

The seminar is open to all those
interested, men and women, ir-
respective of whether they are at
present trade union members or
not.

ACT NOW — JOIN THE
Connolly Youth
Movement
For more information
write to General Secretary,
Connolly Youth Movement,

or Social Contract. Moreover, the
concept of a written agreement
has great appeal to most em-
ployers, and this can be exploited
by workers and their unions.

IMPERATIVE

It is imperative that the agree-
ment be drafted by trade union-
ists, and not by the employer.
This is an important advantage
in negotiations as it puts the

courses during mnormal working
hours and without loss of pay.
The agreement should include
clauses covering basic pay, bonus,
shift, deputising and ‘“call in”
allowances, working hours, over-
time rates, holidays, sick pay
schemes, pension and life assur-
ance schemes. It is difficult to
make progress on many of these
traditional issues, but not impos-
sible. Progress has recently been
achieved by workers under many
of the above headings, e.g., basic

pay, working ‘hours, overtime
rates, holidays and sick pay
schemes. Immediate objectives

should include the establishment
of a maximum working week of
35 hours. Many mnon-manual
workers already work a 35-hour
week or less.

With the appalling level of un-
employment in both parts of Ire-
land, overtime should be reduced
to an absolute minimum. This
can best be done by increasing
the overtime rates to 4 minimum
of double-time for week-days.
Workers should establish the
option of claiming overtime pay
or taking time off in lieu equal
to the relevant rate of overtime,
It should be stated that overtime
can only be worked on a voluntary
basis. L

Many mon-manual workers al-
ready have a minimum of 4 weeks
holidays. This should be the
minimum demand of all trade
unionists. | :

A relatively recent claim, which
arose from the demand for equal
pay, is maternity leave. Signifi-
cant . progress has already been
achieved, and paid maternity leave

The foundation of any strong
union at plant level is a closed
shop agreement. Workers who
have not got one in their employ-
ment should demand that all
employees of their employer be,

as a condition of employment, .

benefit union members.

5

Let Trade
Unions visit :
p_rison5'

HE conditions in Portlaoise
prison which gave rise to the
recent hunger strike would not
have been allowed if there had
been a representative of the trade

union movement on the prison °

visiting committee, This was the
feeling of many of the delegates
to last month’s Dublin Trades
Council ' meeting at which a reso-
lution from the NUJ was passed
asking thot a trade union delega-
tion be allowed access to the
prisons and prisoners in Ireland
to prepare a report for Congress
on conditions; and that trade
union representation be written
into the constitution of the Prison
Visiting Committee,

Support for the resolution is
also being sought from the Belfast
Trades Council. |

A resolution from the ATGWU
seeking a meeting with the Minis-
ter for Health and Social Welfare
to ask him to amend the Health
Acts to end the present discrimina-
tion against those categorised as
manual workers who earn over
£3,000 per annum, was also given
strong support by the delegates:.

The Council decided to send its
President, Gerry Fleming, to the
International Peace Meeting to be
held in Warsaw. There he will
be joined by Joe Cooper of the
Belfast Trades Council and other
Irish representatives,

Delegates gave support for an
official speaker from the Council
at the May Day public meeting
organised by the May Day Com-

mittee,
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ESPITE the restrictions of National Wage Agreements news
has been coming in recent weeks of progress towards equal
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pay in a number of jobs. These should provide encouragement to
ithe thousands of women workers who have not yet made the

breakthrough.

Women workers at C.B. Packaging in the supervisory clerical grade
will no longer have to work for less, indeed the extent of the discrim-
ination practised up to now can be judged from the size of the increase
secured by the union—£19 per week. -

...oome time earlier women clerical workers at Philips of ‘Clonskeagh
negotiated equal pay with the help of their union. Here also the f
scale was abolished giving an average increase of £1 per week back- -

dated to 1st July, 19786.

An equal pay’deal
Iprovide

negotiated for fema
an average immediate increase of

e

le clerical workers at Bfl:wh
£2 per week, with an

of that to follow in 1978. All these increases are additional of course

to normal increments and other wage increases.

 Four female scales were consigned to antiquity at Telecommunica-
tions in Finglas where the women also achieved equal pay. Here lump
sum payments of £65 per worker were made, equal to £1 per week
from the date of the Act.

Our congratulations go to all these workers for their success
and to their union, No. 2 Branch ITGWU.
We would be glad to hear of any other Breakthrough towards
equal rights for women workers or any other significant settlements.

be defined as the account of people

LABOUR HISTORY the subject: Labour History may

Lo

- . -

If the employer writes the agree-
ment the union will be in a nega-
tive position trying to amend
restrictive clauses.

In writing the draft the union , _
is in a position to lay emphasis VITAL *
on matters of importance to it,
and 10 exclude some issues which
the employer ‘might be likely to
be seeking, Many of the issues

37 Pembroke Lane, Dublin. employer in a megative position. ©Of up to 20 weeks has already (C'ontinued from page 2) at work and more particularly of
i The employer will, naturally, be b*eelil( sech‘Ed EYJ sm:e‘. gm:nale by the British Parliament, in 1846, ~ﬁw&_lr gﬁorfts 1:1]:10 .d?tenmne the con-

trying to “water down” the agree- = Workers. Paternity leave and mar- o gy LG A itions of their 'work. A logical

CONNDLLY YOUTH MOVEMENT ment. The rteverse is also. true, ~riage leave, with pay, are also  ywpie mudh ol the i ol 4 SReadon, of the definition would
now on the agenda of agreements, 3 erishment, the cbrace a study of the efforts of

~ change, the impove emm;ehe&j;

and some progress has been ' | .o il F 4o POl Taw. the ﬁ“lmt

achieved, particularly in relation
to marriage leave,

.
2.

~at work to determine how
sue . heir work may serve the
emigration, have been recorded by  welfare of the community. .
bﬁﬁjse economic historian writing of '
the last century, little has been _ “* : : : B
published in the domain of what the old hands in the hierarchies —
we could properly rtegard as of our universities have been slow - |
Labour History. In our educational 0 promote Labour History study,

regarded as being worthy of men- Some of the young academics have
institutions the subject is not even °
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Although, with exceptions,

Equal pay is, of course, a wital
matter, and the demand should be
for nothing less than ‘the male

T ~ themselves more enter-
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the employer is concerned with rate. A growing number of women . tion, There is mot even one lecture-  Prising in the subject. It was a few
will be raised during negotiations have already won this nghm‘ ship.: miich i leethey e a e e *anaf demics first took the
but these can be amended, or ~ One of the most important 4 chair, in Labour History in any  initiative to start the Society. Fired
traded, for concessions being clauses in an agfeement should  of our univers r“f" BRI ST é& some of us,
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to the local Residents’ Associations on ACRA’s campaign against
Ground Rent and Rates. o ot

* TR ‘ . - " 1:1:‘ 3 " ::\&:.s" 5 :‘.. $ ~:+ |
ARLY last month the Association of Combined Residents’ R R et |
Associations held a public meeting in Donaghmede to report i L SN

of support for these emandments.

The Chairman of .ACRA, Mr.
Keely, stated that his organisation
was determined that the Bill, with
their amendments, should become
law before the forthcoming Gen-
eral Election.

The main purpose of the pro-
posed Act will be to stop the
creation of new ground rent, and

it certainly would never have seen
the light of day without ACRA’s
campaign over the years.

However, the Bill does not |
propose to interfere with existing IN producing solutions to the problems of Ballyfermot you
ground rents. ACRA are demand- produce solutions to the problems of people all over the country
ing that all ground rents be phased  gince all are manifestations of national problems.
out within a period of 3 or 4 years Ask any working family and they will tell you about the cut-

Much of the discussion centred The solution for working people i X
around the mnew Landlord and who wish to rid themselves of the N &
Tenant Bill which is at the moment . burden of this criminal rent is not NN NI — s P e '-._
before the Oireachtas.. ACRA have to be conned by schemes which “*‘*\\ N - x?ww“ SR B o o T O G Y 8§ A G
already drafted 60 to 70 amend- will further enrich the landlords N ﬁﬂ.@;f:?‘ﬁ Sl ST e iy 3 e SRR R
ments and have sent these to and for which we will have to pay,  JA A\ NSRS & 0 1 St B8 11 3 SRR
Fianna Fail, Fine Gael, and the but to organise in their areas in S A ) R e TN R e i e
Labour Party seeking commitments support of AGRA’s campaign for SN\ (¢ R e S e e SRS 555555855 D

1 be jobs for the unemployed.

a complete end to all ground @® The major issue in the election wil

rents.

Ballyfermot needs more jobs
and strict price control

must take greater control of and
ensure that our schools are run
on, democratic lines.

Parts of Upper Ballyfermot

families and the quality of the
service leaves much to be desired.
A city rail service 1s an urgent
necessity as it would help in pro-

at most.

Already under the 1967 Act,
honse-owners can “buy-out” their

ground rent by paying to the

ground landlord a sum wvhich, if

invested in the latest National
Loan, would yield interest per
annum to the landlord equivalent
to the present ground rent.

This situation is farcical for sev-
eral reasons—first of all, the land-
lord will obviously invest in an
area which will yield higher in-
terest than the National Loan; and
secondly, and most important, the
measure is designed to shut off
protest while leaving the privileges
and profits of capital intact—a
classic capitalist “reform”.

Mr. Raphael Burke, T.D., of
Fianna Fail, who attended the
meeting, could with an easy con-
science support such legislation,
for it does not interfere in the
slightest with the welfare of the
coterie of landlords, developers,
solicitors, auctioneers, etc., in the
Fianna Fail Party, of whom he
himself is a typical example.

Likewise the monied interests of
the Fine Gael Party can sleep easy
in their beds.

But .when, at the meeting, a
speaker from the floor pointed out
some of the home truths of ground
rent (how it was an invention of
British landlords designed to give
a retrospective legal veneer to their

backs they have had to make because the real value of their income
has fallen. For many this has been aggravated by one or more of

the family’s wage-earners being

The Govemnment must be
forced to declare a2 national em-
plovment emergency and make
funds available for job creation.
When the Government told us
that the instituttions of the State

were threatened,” money was

guickly found to re-equip the
army and increase its strength to
a record level, vet when the wel-
fare of Ireland’s working people
1s threatened through an unem-
ployment crisis we are told that
the money is not there.

Many parents who spent years
fighting for housing for them-
selves now see their group-up
sons and daughters starting mar-
ried lLife with the same problem.
Their lack of success in finding
a place of their own to live has
resulted in severe overcrowding
in many homes.

We can no longer tolerate the
uncertainty of leaving the wital
task of house-building in the
hands of speculators and ‘profi-
teers.

This is a job which should be
entrusted to the Department of
Local Government. All building
land should be mnationalised and
a major building programme set
in motion, Local Authorities
could carry out. the work in each

thrown out of w

ork.
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ing choice of doctor) should be
available without charge. No one
should suffer ill health because of
lack of money.

Heavy industrial traffic is a con-
stant danger to the people . of
Ballyfermot, particularly to the
very young and the very old.
Motorways should be built around
housing schemes, towns and vil-
lages, not through them as in the
case of Ballyfermot. =Overhead
gantries or underpasses should be
built at all major road crossings.

We have heard a lot of chatter
about ' vandalism and crime in
Ballyfermot and suggested rem-
edies to this mproblem. Local

viding a better and cheaper ser-
vice.

The private operators at present
milking the profitable sections of
what was once C.ILE. should be
given the boot and these opera-
tions returned to public control.

We need more school space and
teachers. The issue of the new
college should be settled once and
for all in the interest ‘of the
people of the area. The education
of our children must cease to be
the plaything of vested interests
who serve their own selfish ends
rather than care for the children.
The Department of Education

suffer from an inadequate water
supply at all times. In summer
this problem becomes intolerable.
Apart from the terrible inconveni-
ence it 1s 4 major health hazard
and one which can and must be
eliminated. More reservoir space
and the re-piping of some city
areas i1s required — the Govemn-
ment should set about this task
immediately.

These are only some of the

problems of Ballyfermot but if

even they were dealt with the
quality of life for the people of
the area would be greatly im-
proved.

1.C.C.L concerned at
prison situation

THE Irish Council for Civil Liberties is concerned at the allega-

tions against the procedures used for the treatment of prisoners
and the capricious application of the Prison Rules designed to
facilitate the rehabilitation of the offender. In particular, and

because of the serious threat to

human life arising out of the

present hunger strike against conditions in Portlaoise Prison, the
Council considers it necessary that the Government take immedi-
ate action to allay public concern regarding the issues raised by

the hunger strike.

As an organisation involved in
the protection and enhancement
of civil liberties and human rights,

their families and others are well

founded or mnot, because in each
case the Minister for Justice has

plunder of Irish lands. Mr. Burke 2rea, using direct labour schemes. traders (very few of whom live in the Council opposes extremism contradicted such statements. It h:
started to lecture the audience on In this way cheaper and better Ballyfermot) have called for var- from private and official sources is the Council’s view that an
the sacred, God-given, constitution- houses could be produced by cut-  jous forms of punishment for the @and totally rejects the pretensions all-party Oireachtas Committee
ally guaranteed rights of private ting out the middleman and much  wrongdoers. Surely it is more ©f any organisation to. decide would be the quickest and most

properdy.

In other words the wealthy and
their agents in the Oireachtas say
—“yes, we are robbing you, but if
you want us to stop robbing you,
you must pay for that privilege”.

Now, isn’t that a great bargain
entirely?

APOLOGY

AST month we published a
leaflet from the Irish Council
for Civil Liberties on what to do
¥ arrested. The document, how-
ever, was only a draft and was
handed out at a recent press con-
ference for information only.

We apologise for any embar-
rassment our inadvertent publica-
tion of the draft may have caused.
The finished leaflet will be
available shortly from the 1.C.C.L.

needed work would be provided
in the building industry.

Rising prices are 2a constant
source of worry to working
people. Stricter controls must be
introduced if we are to even
maintain present living standards.
The existing price regulations are
totally ineffective, :

The business community can
easily side-step them or find loop-
holes in the law. Strange, how no
such loop-holes are to be found in
the National Wage . Agreement,
which might allow workers to im-
prove their wages.

The medical service needs a
complete overhaul—doctors should
serve the people, not exploit them.
We need a comprehensive Health

Scheme funded from National

Insurance contributions. Drmg

" companies and drug distribution

should be under puBlic control
and form an integrated part of

important to prevent young people
becoming involved in these activi-
ties. This could be done by pro-
viding them with productive and

creative outlets for their energies,

something that has never been
done on the scale necessary.
There is no cinema in the area
and though the youth clubs work
hard the inadequate space and

facilities at their disposal makes

their task impossible, Private
enterprise will not provide these
facilties, "since there is no profit
in it, so the Corporation must
take on the job. Convicted van-

dals could be made do public

work in their own area, As well
as being useful this would be 4
deterrent because of the embar-
rassment it - would cause, At
present punishment is a heroic
badge to be worn in front of one’s

High bus fares to andfmm

']

whether people should live or die.
But the Council also feels that
there cannot be any differentiation
between one category of prisoners
and another, and basic civil liber-
ties must be applicable to all,
irrespective of the behaviour of
some claimants for such rights or
whether the ' conditions com-
plained against were induced by
previous breaches of prison secur-
ity and order. Finally, the Coun-
cil considers it mecessary to point
out that the political and ‘military
associations of the hunger strikers
should not provide an ‘excuse for
~silence for those who care about
the administration of our prisons.
The Executive Committee of
the Council therefore requests the
Government to institute a public
inquiry into conditions at Port-

sity. Such an inquiry is necessary

laoise Prison as an urgent neces-
ne

efficacious method for conducting
such an enquiry.

Conversely, it is the Council’s
view that political leaders repre-
senting the interests of the hunger
strikers should show their con-
cern for human life by inducing

~the hunger strikers to call off

their hunger strike immediately.
The Irish Council for Civil
Liberties—a no-party, non-politi-
cal association—expresses its will-
ingness to assist in the settlement

- of this very serious dispute. The
~ Council’s sole reason for interven-
tion is motivated by a desire to

preserve human life while at the
same time recognising the right of

of civil liberty, to preserve orCer
and to protect the IV oy e
safety of all our/ ulsion
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N 1959 the first hydrocarbon
Istrike in the North-WestT
European oil province was made
Northern Holliénd, lim
Slochteren, in the Iorm oI 3
massive orishore gas find. ms
i]:mph‘ed a large amount of 1n-
terest in exploration in the area,
which ulted in the W‘en'

A A 'r.r.-'
AR
#
el
i A
i il
r, i e

.
%

G A
f'._i"ﬂ' ..I".i"

e
- i
" £
3
i r-

o
R
l.\'.
e e

e

i

S ‘
.
! .
n B, L N %
i iy
h e
_
3
.'|
P :-
N
: -
R B "
;
1 -,
"
5
'

The first company to show an
interest in Ireland was Ambassa-
dor Irish Oil, a wholly owned
subsidiary of an American mulln-
national. They opened negotia-
tions with the Government iIn
1959 and secured an undertaking
to be issued an exclusive petrol-
eum licence under the Petroleum
and Other Minerals Development
Act, which had yet to be passed !

On the 10th March, 1960, the
Act was signed, and Ambassador’s
licence was issued on the 25th.
This notorious £500 licence gave
Ambassador the exclusive tight to
search for oil and gas in ‘the
whole area under the jurisdiction

of the State, and was to last for
20 years, with the surrender of
quarter of the area every five
years, A petroleum producing

licence was guaranteed if oil was
found.

Ambassador went into volun-
tary liquidation. in 1961 and the

‘licence was transferred to a con-

sortium of three companies :
Ambassador Irish Oil of Fort
Worth, Texas; Continental Oil of
Ireland (Houston, Texas) and
Ohio Oil International (later re-
named Marathon Petroleum Ire-
land Ltd.). In November 1964,
Continental transferred its 374%
share to its two partners, and in

R el o e T e o g
T e i i

-

Exploration scandal of
coast of Ireland
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Times” of 11th May, 1974. An
analysis of Irish oil policy in a
Eurofinance Research rteport of
1975 concluded that the 1960
action was the result of “a rash
decision”.

Up to recently, the Govern-
ment could fulfil its prime func-
tion as the front men and apolo-
gists for the oil multinationals
quite openly, and in 1960 they
could pass Acts to facilitate the
giving away of our resources

1966 Ambassador sold out

by FERGUS NOLAN

its

to a single foreign-based multi-
national has been attacked by
both bourgeois interests and by
various progressive organisations
and individuals, Among many
sources which blamed the lack

without having to make any allow- ;

ances for public opinion. ‘In for-
mulating present resources policy,
the Government and the multi-
nationals have to conduct an

elaborate charade in order to

holding in the licence to Mara-
thon for £230,000, which 1s a
good indication of its real value.
Marathon Petroleum Ireland Ltd.
is one of the more important sub-
sidiaries of Marathon, the _eigﬂhfsh
largest petroleum corporation Iin
the (non-Socialist) world, and 1is
controlled by the infamous Rocke-
feller famidly trusts.

The policy of giving over con-
trol of all Irish o1l prospecting

convince the public that we really
have control over our resources
and the wealth generated from
them,

Marathon and the other multi-
natonals may yet regret shat their
inactivity in the ’sixties ensured
that some, at least, of our prec-
jous resources survive for the
’eighties. By then public pressure
can ensure that they do not have
things all their own way.

of activity in Irish offshore
regions on the monopoly which
the. Government allowed Mara-
thon retain until relatively recently
was the “Financial Times” of
21st March, 1973, which called the
grant, of over 26,000 square miles
of the newest and most promising
oil province in the world to a
single company for £500, “pecu-
liar”. The grant was termed “‘an
incredible mistake” in the ‘“Irish

Our economic development

of and
are Tun
yfermot ENTURIES of foreign domi-
f R nation have left our country
ﬂmm:iﬂ economically backward in relation
lerab = to the advanced capiralist econo-
LTl mies near us. And the consequence
hazard of this backwardness have been
nust be emigration =and poverty, SEnous
Lot social ebnormality in Tural areas,
me city the decline of our language and
H-J'O"?ﬂm‘ culture, and a vicious circle where
lis task economic weakness hinders the
way to a solution which increases
of th? our weakness in the longer term
but if as well
ith - the The defeat of the struggle for

pational independence iIn the
1920s compounded these ?::ob-
lems, since the artificial parttion-
ing of our country cut off from
the largely agricultural South the
more industrially developed _Nort'h.-,
with its engineering potential for
producing the means of produc-

tion for industrial development
throughout the rest of the country.
= allega- PARTITION
TISONETS Partition also ?It the Nommi;il
gned industrial base from its natu
lar, antdo economic complement with which
- of the itowldhopcf_araconﬂnumgf_iﬂ
L in its production and prospenty.
son, the This is now being seen in the run
mmedi- down of Northern traditional in-
ised by dustry — despite the imagined
security to be given by the British
in each Partition, then, imposed by
ice has British violence angi mamtmned
oes, It by @ system of discrimination and
hat an sectarian bigotry emurtd Britain’s
nmittee continued domination CVer the
g g wﬂ had the Southern com-
P mercial class—victorious 1n0. _thc
! i T 2r—been mr&j to jeo-
yuncil’s gw'ld; their ;rﬂe trade, ﬂ:l_t
e T division of the country’s €conoOmicC
unger capability would have imposed
'~ con- . great difficulty on industrialising.
ducing As it was, apart from the im-
1l off : portant Shannon - electrification
tely. scheme, the first Free State Gov-
Civil ernment was comtent to let exist-
politi- ing economic relations continue :
, will- the export of cattle and the im-
ement porting for internal distribution of
The - British manufactured goods was
> rven- the mainstay of their supporters’
‘re 1O ; personal prosperity, whatever its
3t the cost to the rest of the people.
ght of It was left to Fianna Fail
Ssures, under De Valera to attempt an
Nnance industrialisation policy. But De
order Valera to0 was tied to the dogma
'.."I";:: of non-state “interference”,
;&: the period of tariff protection to
f che build vp Irish industry,

preferred 10 rely on creating con-

|

Part 1: The road to ruin

ditions to stimulate private invest-
ment and entrepreneurial activity.

Relying on- private initiative he
had of necessity to allow private
control over finance, and in the
long run that was a contradictory
policy. Private finance will natur-
ally look for the most profitable
area for investment, which inevit-
ably leads to a drain of resources
away 0 more developed econo-
mies—particularly since the tradi-
tional trading and finance links of
Ireland were with Britain.

De Valera left his enemies in
control of the sources of Irish
industrialisation, and the would-be
native manufacturing class proved
most uneqgual to the task facing
them. %

Of course this was mot due tO
any special inferiority on thelr
part, but to the inexorable work-
ing of the capitalist system, where

ition vields to monopoly

and W late starters find the

course, for the State to intervene
decisively in economic direction.
This would have required State
control of all finance insﬁmﬁ?nﬂ
—nationalisation of banks, bux_ld-
ing societies, insuranceé COMPpanics,
etc —the centralisation of trading
abroad, to assist monetary control,
and direct State initiative in pro-
ductive industry. ;
ABANDONED ;

But such a programme, involv-
ing a2 serious assault on the bas-
dions of privilege, would have
meant mobilising and winning the
support of the mass of the work-
ing people of Ireland for it, and
De Valera and his small manufac-
turers had no desire to see the
sleeping giant awoken. .

Instead, under Lemass—though
not without some apparent dis-
pute—Fianna F4il abandoned its
half-hearted policy of self-reliance
and threw in its lot with inter-
national capital. ._

Foreign capital has certainly
flowed into the country, though at
nothing like the rate that expatri-
ated oprofits and tax-free export
earnings have left it. The multi-
nationals have in general estab-
lished peripheral sections of their
own international operations.

So, from being the producer of
raw agricultural products, we have

Instead of the Irish State using progressed to being a manufac-
turer of components for foreign
De Valera industries—components which are
tied to particular concerns and

&
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® Women workers in state owned industry

which could not be wused else-
where even if the firm was taken
into Irish control.

These firms also have generally
little or mo direct linkages with
the rest of the Irish economy.
They import raw materials of
semi-finished goods and export
them again after a small further
stage in the production process.

Such a peripheral and unstable

 gystem of industry has given us
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in the socialist countries enjoy stable employment in a
balanced planned economy. «

no real basis for economic devel-
opment, We .must instead behave
ourselves and smile politely at our
betters who otherwise can throw
thousands onto the dole queues.
When the fly-by-night whizz-kid
operator goes we are back where
we started, except with a hole in
the ground where once there was
wealth to lay the basis for a
sound future,
. Only by ending this superficial

But the union makes us strong.

“John Brown’s Body”.

R il
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At the time he was inspired by

method of industrialisation can we
hope to make real progress, and it
can only be ended through the
State assuming wider and more
detailed responsibilities in the con-
text of centralised economic plan-
ning,

Next month we will discuss
how Communists see the function
of the State—North, South and in
an all-Ireland context in the task
of industrialisation.

SOLIDARITY FOR EVER

4 p.
WHEH the union’s inspiration through the worker’s blood shall run

There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun;
Yet what force on earth is weaker than the

1f0lblt_ strength of one

Chorus : I %
Solidarity for ever, solidarity for ever, solidarity for ever :
\ For the unlon makes us strong.

They have taken untold miilions that they never toiled to eam,

But without our braln and muscle not a single wheel could turn.

We can break thelr haughty power, gain our freedom when we leam

That the union makes us strong.
' ' (Chorus)

In. our hands Is placed a po;m greater than thelr hoarded gold,
Greater than the might of armies magnified a thousandtold.

We can bring to birth a new world from the ashes of the old,
For the union makes us strong. NG ,

~ (Chorus)

BALLAD NOTE.—Sixty-two years ago, the famous poet, writer, artist
and organiser for the Industrial Workers of the World, Ralph Chaplin,
wrote “Solidarity Forever”, to the ‘tune of the stirring Civil War song

L .1

1

ISir¢ tﬁt | great Kanawha Valley strike of
coal-miners, in West Virginia, and knew only too well how to use the
power of music and poetry to agitate and organise. '
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'RACISM and SEXISM in
 emmesae oo USA

country, the United States depends
on racism as an ideological weapon to

by STEPHANIE ALLAN, but little about the forced stetilisati
Chairpl erson, Commission on Women's Black, Spanish-speaking and s&lsﬁwé

divide the working class. Every single
Equality, Communist Party, U.S.A. class women. There are demonstrations for

progressive movement has succeeded or
a failed directly in proportion to its com-

more women bank vice-presidents whil

No. California District. Black women suffer the ]‘-lghest ‘unemgloyﬁ

The failure to address the concems of
B]ac!(_ women is also tied to the feminists’
inability to understand the class origins of
women's oppression. For in their majority,
Black women always were and are workers.

Thus, you see the demand for abortion,

mitment to the struggle against slayery,
racism and for black liberation. Women
are mno exception to this principle.

The oppression of Black women has been
the measure of oppression for all women.
But the resistance of black women has in-
spired the entire women’s movement, set-
ting standards of integrity, unity and clarity,
helping to define the way to emancipation.

FIRST

The first U.S. woman te speak in public
was Maria W. Stewart, a Black abolitionist
and teacher, in 1832. The first white women
to speak publicly were Sarah and Angelina
Grimke in 1837. They toured New England,

eaking against slavery. It was to establish

eir right to participate in the abolitionist
movement that first mobilised women to
demand equality.

The first great male champion of women’s
rights was Frederick Douglass, a former
slave and famous abolitionist. It was the
debate in 1869 over support for the 14th
and 15th amendments to the U.S. Con-
stitution, granting suffrage to black men
only, which first divided the anti-slavery

and women’s movements. A section of the
women’s rights movement refused to SUPC'I‘
port the amendments because they exclude
women. Douglass pleaded with them, calling
them the “culmination of one-half of our
demands,” saying they must now redouble
their ‘ene{ﬁy to secure . . . the same Sacr
rights without limitation to sex. .
That racism was an issue was dramatically
demonstrated by Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
one of the most progressive leaders of the
women’s suffrage movement. In answer 1o
Douglass, she said, ‘I say no. I wauln:;l not
trust him (the Black man) with my rights;
degraded, oppressed himself, he would be
even more j)espﬂtic . . . than ever our
Saxon rulers are . . . if women are still to
be represented by men, then I say let
only the highest type of manhood stand
at the helm of state.” The movement split
deeply over the issue, setting back efforts
to win the vote for women many years.
The current women’s movement also had
its roots in anti-racist struggles. On Dec. 1,
1955, Rosa Parks, a tired black woman in

Montgomery, Alabama, coming home from
work, refused to give her seat on a bus to
a white man as Southern segregationist laws
demanded, and was arrested.

Her action and arrest sparked the Mont-
gomery bus boycott, led by a young minister,
Martin Luther King, Jr., and is generally
recognised as the beginning of the massive
civil rights movement Mﬂliﬂ% shook the U.S.
to its racist foundations.

Young women, Black and white, from all

over the country came to the south to take
part in this epic struggle. They found their
participation limited, as their predecessors
ad more than 100 years before. It was
their determination to play a full part in
the fight for justice and against racism which
led them to demand that discrmiination
against women be ended.

However, today, the feminist movement,
as it did a century before, has split with
the Black liberation movement, placing so-
called women’s demands in a way which
either ignores or misinterprets the needs of
the most oppressed women in U.S. society.

ment and lowest wages.
is attacked as the instrument
of women while the Black family is being

destroyed. One-third of all Black ilies
e e ) ck tamilies are

nuclear family
of oppression

DIVISION

U.S. Communists believe that racism is
the most serious division of working le,
keeping them from uniting to defeat their
common enemy, monopoly capital. This
same division exists in the women’s move-
ment. Liberation of women can never be
acﬂuﬁved_ under capitalism which is based
on exploitation, yet is is possible and neces-
sary to struggle for whatever gains can be
won—not only to make life easier, but to
make clear the limits of this system and
the way to a better one. But gains d d
on a united movement. Neither the working
class or women can afford to be divided by
racism. By speaking to the needs of our

most oppressed sisters, we strengthen o
whole struggle. gt 7

PORTLAOISE
PRISONERS

A Chara, |
The information from Portlaoise
prison seems to leave no doubt

R R ; = @ that political prisoners are 'held
* - s gl there under conditions which are

intolerable in a civilised society.
Without unbearable provocation no
& /.

prisoner will resort to the agony
©nuclear threat & sm seun

of a hunger-strike which may end 412,000 jobs needed in the decade
in death and must result in im- to 1986. It then multiplies this
paired health. Already three Irish- figure by sums derived from IDA
men have died in English jails and  estimates of the capital investment
disclosures about the treatment of needed per job in export-orien- .
Irish prisoners in England have tated, capital intensive, multi-

caused deep concern among national industry in Ireland, to

thcm-ghﬁld Englishmen . How much produce a grand total of the in- ‘
. | \ more deeply should’ we be con- vestment needed for full employ-

: . : v N cerned about the treatment of men foll .
TI{E last world war ended in Europe in May, 1945. The question -of finishing the remnants of 1.4, prisoners in Irish jails. “(;’ur%c & mﬁm ool M

war in the Far East, where Japan was the main ifnperialist protagonist, was ready to.be decided An immediate investigation, not an additional investment require-
a few months later. The Red Army of the Soviet Union, as we then knew and called it, plus the 2 private investigation held in  ment of £11,400 million. The

. . * , - camera by the tment of majntenance of our existing level
resistance of the people of China and other countries, had aIrpeady f'orf:ed rthe_ Japanese to take the RETA R e e e e mf
path of surrender and sue for peace. But the United States imperialists, with the assistance of i not merely desirable; it is imper- mi-tmienu m{ of £9.500 mlhcgu’mme, tomgiw

scientists taken from mnazi Germany, had pe‘rfec ted the atom bomb and two of these de—ad'ly missiles ative. i _ a total investment of £20,935
were unleashed over Japan — without military necessity. This attack on the common people Peadar O'Donnell, Donegal. million in the ten year period.

1 : of an already defeated enemy was taken without any discussion with the US allies 1n the war, %‘jﬁmﬁfﬁ, \%ﬁmﬂ ﬁiﬁ ;Inh;m d\:iﬁwu;eﬁmt:f oi?v?;;
including the Soviet Union, but with the connivance of Labour Prime Minister Atlee of Britain, Maguire, Mayo. John Jo Sheehy, Industrial Plannin S e
I}D.AJJ.guS‘t 6th and 9th, over the cities of Hiroshima and N&g&ﬁﬂkl KEI’I‘}’ S]@hle 1051 Dhapnchada, representing the interests of the
+ e S TR
: SE e ey ks . 12 : e b. Ul naill, negal. sation of the econo o achieve
'I:ht? American and Bnt:_sh im-  British unwgierlmhsmedtodagf—in fa;:te tx;aey Sﬂlaas_ él;e%ln?lue to the ]:flm .tha;t Michasl: Taiay FpAIE g, 12 LS Se S s, levdn;;;pio A
perialists _thoug-ht to retain the of the awful tragedy ugust, hvl nion was able, in a Gl S A Pas el Wates e mnpresmt
world as it had been before they 1945. The Warsaw Trea’_cy powers very short period IIE time, to mqster £ T  Kelleher ot Faton o f‘ e Gl if
encouraged Hitler and the German have asked those who signed the the secret of atomic power, assist a To st | S ISR P S R 5 evel 1s therefore essen ’:ﬂ;-!
fascists to build a ‘new economic Final Act in Helsinki in August, mnumber of European countries to Dublgin ) ‘ | » jare to get Inore ; on the ro
order” which would include the 1975, for detente, peace and pro- take the Socialist path and so : - towards full _ﬂfplﬂymt in the
destruction of the first world gress to sgn a draft treaty in which build up a world Socialist system, 2 e ﬁVﬂ VAT HE (Page 68.)
Socialist state, ie. the Soviet all parties would pledge them- ie. the Soviet Union no longer ° 0 c REVIE.W The Sinn Fein document there-
Union. 'I"he fascists of Germany selves not to be the first to use stood alone. And since those event- Ec NOMI e AL, -gqre calls for an average annual
were not “biddable tools” and the nuclear weapons against each ful days of 1945 to 1948, the  &ii'l T \was interested to read investment rate of over £2,000
Western imperialists were forced other. Although the appeal was world Socialist system has been ex- “/5 ¢ ’ ritical ‘review. of “The Irish  million @ year, at 1976 prices, over
into an alliance with the Soviet addressed to all the 33 states who tended to four of the five world Lodasiaal ReruﬁLn”,- oroduced a decade, a sum equivalent to
Union in order to preserve their singed the Final Act, the reply continents, i.e. Europe, America, by Sinn Fein the Workers' Party. nearly half the Irish G.N.P.

own mnational identities. But, all came from the NATO powers— /Asia and Africa. Your reviewer might have given . S;i:arr a-shals Sowgon uggmry
the while, their actions, strategy NO. They would not sign such a - ' " more attention to the curious In hastory has €ver attained an
and policies were pointed towards  draft TR 2 eed i the : PEACE ' 7\ i e AT R b b o G investment rate of this level, not
po . e i A D % : o | economics - of this document as . . 4 cisraing ing it each |
the preservation of imperialism and  Soviet' Unon and the other Social- , D N e e SO MICE SIS L year
The peoples of th ld want, these may nterest to. your oot : |
the old empires. The U.S. rulers ist States of seeking to obtain an O e Sors lesi ; LIRS SRS (DR T fﬁl‘ adm&de Aﬂ'd PCThﬁpS the
thought that, with the aid of the advantage! An “advantage” which and will have, peace. They S mm, ing "‘"fdi“tiﬁ’?ﬁ hh;w’aeclﬁt - most remarkable thing about this |
; TR they could bring would preserve life on this earth,” ™° further resort to wars to decide In forth @ pram 10 SECLT®  «plan® is that nowhere in the .'n
g the Soviet Union, which had lost * problems or plan for the future. 986, the document is there an indication
; 90 million people in the conflict FACT More and more the peoples be- e e L, aamm"f“’m funds of this extraordin- |
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Shift to Left
In Brittany

ONE of the most interesting

aspects of the swing to
the left in the recent: municipal
election in France has been the
position of the left in Brittany.
The United Left has a majority
in 9 out of 11 towns in Brittany
with a tion fo over
30,000. Results of elections in
more rural areas have shown a
similar growth in strength of
the left. Bﬁmy can no longer in 1964, has consistently affirmed
be regarded as one of the Hhat self-determination for the

strongholds of the right as has Breton peﬂ_up]e can only come about
been the case up to now. in a meaningful way under social-

ism. Together with the Communist
The Breton people have become  Socialist and other smaller parties

it forms the United Left alliance.
The success of the United Left in
Brittany was in no small way due
to the work of the U.D.B. Its
members have been elected to 7
of the town councils mentioned
above. One of its members has
been elected deputy-mayor of
Brest, a town which has had a
right-wing council for 50 years.

The 13 point U.D.B. charter.
published in the February issue of
the U.D.B. paper, the Peuple
Breton, shows that the aims of
the party are a united democratic
Brittany which will serve the in-
terests of the working class and
develop the national culture. It
also affirms the solidarity of the
U.D.B. with anti-imperialist
struggle.

like to see the language on the
school curriculum, the government
refuses to grant any such status to
Breton, which has by far the
greatest number of native speakers
out of all the Celtic languages.

Much of the credit for the in-
creasing awareness of economic
and cultural oppression in Brittany
has been due to the work of the
U.D.B. (Breton Democrate Union),
a party which, since its foundation

deteriorating,
particularly in the past ten years.
It is Brittany that suffers most from
the capitalist economic policy of
the French government. It has the
highest unemployment rate (an
average of 109%, with up to 20%
In some towns). The rate of factory
closures has been highest in Brit-
tany and some 20,000 young
Bretons have to leave their country
to find work every year. As well
as this, the French government has
consistently displayed a complete
disregard for a separate Breton cul-
tural identity. In spite of the fact
that a recent survey has shown
that 80% of secondary-school
pupils and their parents would
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Thatcher welcome
for Peking Clique

HE extreme cordiality of the welcome given to the British Conserva-

tive Party leader, Mrs. Thatcher, by the Peking leadership in China

illustrates the reactionary nature of China’s foreign policy, even after
the death of Mao Tse-Tung.

Mrs. Thatcher was so welcome in Peking because she is rightly seen
Ia; iﬁ;ﬁem ;nti-ast?lviet W?ITEE;- Peking, while paying lip-service

sm, have thrown in their lot wi 1-Commun
section of British society. T e ot T

Indeed, as the British liberal mewspaper, “The Guardian,” pointed
out, Mrs. Thatcher’s Peking speech was so extreme that she could not
even have made it at a Conservative Party meeting in Britain,

The ststruggle for peace and detente is under strong attack from
those who hope to recover former imperial glory by a return to cold
war rhetoric. In this struggle Peking is still aligned with the far right
of the capitalist political spectrum.

O’'Riordan tours in Britain

AST month, the General Sec-
retaries of the Communist
Parties of Ireland and Great
Britain, Michael O’Riordan and
Gordon McLennan, spoke to-
gether at public meetings in
Surrey, Manchester, Liverpool
and Willesden (London).
The audiences of Irish emig-
rants and English trade union and

SLIGO EASTER
COMMEMORATION

HE Sligo Branch of the Con-
A mnofly Youth Movement held
its annual wreath-laying ceremony
at the Republican Plot "in Sligo
cemetery on Easter Sunday last,
April 10th, at 12 noon.

Socialist Youth Councillor
Declan Bree, Chairman of . the
Sligo branch of the Connolly
Youth Movement, delivered the
oration and Mr. David Smyth, a
member of the Sligo branch of
the organisation, laid the wreath.

The ceremony concluded with
Mr. Philip Conlon, a lone piper,
playing a lament and the national
anthem. Mr., Ciaran Rooney, Sec-
retary of the Sligo branch of the
C.Y.M., presided.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR on st

An investment figure of £21,000
milbon in a decade is arrived at
as the basis of this plan for full
employment—angd then forgotten
all about., For this totally unreal-
sstic figure is mot once mentioned
again and there is not a paragraph
of discussion to indicate how it

highly protectionist scheme is to
be carried out, seemingly, with
the co-operation and . assistance of
the EEC.!

“We do not envisage withdrawal
from the EE.C. as a prerequisite
of our economic plan, . . . We
will force the EE.C. to assist in
the aim of full employment within
the territory of Ireland. With
this commitment secured we will
proceed to mnegotiate whatever
necessary temporary derogations
from EE.C. trade policy will be
required to further the aims of
the Short Term Programme, We
will negotiate these agreements in
recognition of the longer term
commitment to free trade which
we fully accept as being consistent
with the long term plan for full
employment. In sum, our imposi-

being done, of course, the econ-
omic “plan” is meaningless.
There is later mention, on page
123, of a short-term programme
which Sinn Fein advocates should
be pressed on the Irish Govern-
ment over the period 1977-78.
This, we are told, would require
the spending of £460 million of
State investment, on top of exist-
ing investment, to create 55,000
new jobs in this period of time.
There is some discussion of how :
such a sum would be raised—and tion of temporary import controls
it turns out to be by means of Wil . . . be ultimately of bene-
import controls and foreign bor- fit to EE.C. trade.” (Page 126.)
rowing ! Plans for full employment put
This indeed is one of the sur- pefore the Irish working class by

: astonishin _ those who purport to serve its
m gratfruolfghm mucl? ﬂﬁ:s interests should be realistic and
length it is virulent in its abuse capable of achievement. : The
of “gombeenmen” and “archaic utopianism and lack of realism of
protectionists” who seek to foster these proposals speak for them-

internal demand and the Irish Setlves. — Yours, etc.,
home market. Yet when it comes ANTHONY COUGHLAN,
to detailing its own short-term - Secretary,

proposals, they turn out to be an .
extreme of ultra-protectionism.
The document refers to £700
million of imported goods, many
of which could be produced in
Ireland and states : “Our strategy
would be to restrict, by means of
quotas, combined with a sysiem
of internal price controls, a range
of these imports so as 10 raise a
substantial proportion of the £460
million required.” (Page 125.)
More astonishing still, . this

Irish Sovereignty Movement.

SINN FEIN VIEW

Dear Friends, °

The Irish Industrial Revolution™
has been reviewed at length in
the Irish Socalist. The reviewer is,

Perhaps it is as well to ex!p'lmn

]

of course, entitled to his opinion.

that The Irish Industrial Revolu-
tion is the natural development of
a series of detailed studies of the
Irish economy carried out by Sinn
Fein—The Workers’” Party from
the point of view of scientific
socialism.

The studies are: The Great Irish
Oil and Gas Robbery; The Banks;
The Public Sector and the Profit-
makers; Tony O’Reilly—A Case
Study in Irish Capitalism; Full
Employment by 1986: and now
The Irish Industrial Revolution.
Material from shese studies has

been extensively used by all sec-

tions of the Left in Ireland. Imita-
tion is a sincere form of flattery—
so it is often said— but the source
of the information these people use

is seldom acknowledged|

The fact that we do not receive
credit for our work does not worry
us unduly, but it is annoying when
our material is used and then pres-
ented in a ‘screwballed’ manner.

It is possible for us to say with-
out fear of contradiction that Sinn
Fein—The Workers’ Party studies
of the Irish economy are the most
detailed and extensive carried out
by any Irish organisation of the
serious Left, or indeed any sort of
‘Left’ for that matter, in Ireland..

Our book is the result of original
research; original works often

shock—I1 suppose ﬂnﬁ ﬂould §a'g,r
—minds which are set in a ‘con-
servative mould even on tha

-
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political activists listened to the another nation cannot themselves
two speakers presenting the situa- be free”,

tionr in Ireland as a cause of At other venues at which
common concern to the working Michael O’Riordan spoke—Birm-
people of the two islands. ingham, Bradford and Leeds—the
supporting speakers included Irish
activists in the British Labour
Movement, District leaders of the
British Communist Party and local

trade union personalities.

Both gave many instances 'of
the contemporary relevance . of
Marx’s famous statement that “the
people of a nation that np‘presses

-

Reproduced from “Granma”.

&

still opposed to EE.C. member-
ship?

Mr. Smullen also seems to im-
ply that other left groups, possibly
ourselves, are plagiarising their
material. But the point of our
review was to express our criti-
cisms and disagreements with the
views advanced. Perhaps Mr.
Smullen could explain.

Certainly one of our complaints
was that Sinn Fein'’s document
did not give the specific source
references by which figures could
_be checked—figures compiled by
Government and other economic
agencies for public use, and no
way the personal property of Sinn
Fein. :

We take note of the points
made in Mr. Coughlan’s letter.
They serve of course to emphasise
our basic criticisms. However,
pressure of space did not allow
us to cover every point in detail,

| R | and in our original review we just
EDITORIAL BOARD: In his  stated that the source of the
reply, Mr Smullen unfortunately finance needed had not been ex-
avoids dealing with the arguments - plained. s
raised in our review or answering In reply to Mr. Phelan (whose
the questions posed. The major letter we published last month)
point we emphasised was that

t we would only ask: is it wrong
Connolly recognised British Im-

__ : to unite the maximum strength
perialism—in its political as well against British Imperialism, which,
'as its economic presence—to be g

_ despits its junior rdle on the
the main obstacle to social pro-

We are a working class party
seriously engaged in working class
political struggle, and because of
this, we must take special notice
of ‘the growing power of USA im-
perialism in the Irish economy.

But the Irish working class will
judge our economic studies and
our political work. We see signs of
ever-increasing support for our
Party in ‘the Irish working class . . .
we are content to let that class
write the wital review.

Signed :

Eamonn Smullen, /Director

30 Gardiner Place, -
Department of Economic Affairs
Sinn Fein—The Workers’ Party,
Dulblin a1 ik

'Rep,ly"

\. - world stage, is still the dominant
gryes &n Ireland, . ~ political and economic presen
affecting Ireland, and preventing
ting centre the full realisation of the capa-
which affects us is Britain, whose bilities of our country?
w and admimqtratmnm b‘? ,, :* The thrust of Sinn Fein’s case
physically seen in the North. With i that foreign investment is lay-
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A question of dignity
in the 1913 lock-out

“lT’S not just for me; it’s for you and the kids as well; it’s a question of dignity.”

These words, spoken by “Fitz” in “The Risen People” by James Plunkett (Project Arts Centre)

in many ways provide the key to the massive
William Martin Murphy and the Employers’ Federation during the

The bosses, in their determina-
on to smash the LT.&G.W.U.,
at that time the most militant and
advanced trade union in the world,
issued the mnotorious “Pledge
to their workers.

The workers were to sign an
undertaking not to join the Trans-
port Union or, if already members,
that they would leave. The wor-
kers refused.

On August 25th, 1913, the em-
ployees of the Dublin United
Tramway Company walked off the
job, leaving the trams and the
Horse Show crowd stranded in the
streets.

Six days later Bloody Sunday
occurred, when the police ran
amok in Sackville Street and
baton-charged a mass meeting of
workers. On September 3rd the
404 employers combined to lock
out all members and supporters of

Larkin’s Union.
GAUNTLET

The gauntlet thus thrown down
by the bosses, supported by State
and Church, was defiantly taken
up by the working class who for
8 months held out against the most
vicious brutality and incredible
suffering and starvation.

Often one hears this most glor-
ious hour of the Irish wworking
class described as a drawn battle.
But this would be a very narrow
view. Looked on now we can se€
that in fact it was historically a
agreat workers victory.

All the forces of reaction in
Ireland and Britain could not
stop the workers right to organise.
In this great battle were laid the
foundations for the powerful trade
union movement of today, and
from it emerged the first workers’
army in Western Europe, the Irish
Citizen Armmy.

From it Connolly drew further
lessons which have enriched the
theoretical legacy of the Irish
Jabour movement.

The atmosphere of this epic
struggle, the hope, the despair and
above all the courage is dramatic-
ally captured in the play at the

Project.

Join the Communist Party

FORM
THE COMMUNIST PARTY [] MORE

To the Secretary, 37 Pembroke Lane, Dublin 4.

, By
EDDIE GLACKIN

The cast, professional and ama-
teur alike, are all excellent, and
it is hard to single out individual
performances, but for this writer
the honours must go to John
Murphy in the role of “Hennessy".

His sensitive portrayal of a man,
not the strongest or most decisive
of characters,, who is under pres-
sure to scab on his mates but
who eventually comes through, is
always true to life and at times
very moving.

“Pat” on the other hand is very
much the typical Dublin hardchaw

— staunch, aggressive and rarin’ to
have a go—again a most convin-

Two faces of the

struggle of Dublin’s workers and their families against

1913 Lock ‘Out.

cing performance from Mannix
Flynn.

The beautiful singing of Mildred
Fleming and the marked physical
resemblance between Larkin and
Gerry O'Leary (who plays Big
Jim) also add to the atmosphere.

If any criticism can be made
it is that the lighter, funnier
scenes came over better than the
more serious moments. On several
occasions too much. movement on
stage tended to distract the audi-
ence from the actual’content.

However, I certainly regard it as
the best £1 I've spent In many
a long day. Reduced rates are
available for Trade Union groups
and our readers should certainly
try to get along with their friends.
All credit to the Projects Art
Centre for giving us the chance to
see this fine play again. Go along
and support them.

Catholic Church

A CHOICE OF EVILS by Jim
Allen, a play recently shown on
BBC1, showed Pius X1l as a Nazi
collaborator. His was the power
to prevent the deportation of Jews
as well as the reprisal massacre
of 330 innocent Iralians taken
hostage after the Italian Resist-
ance mounted an attack which
resulted in the death of 33 __Naziﬁ
in 1944. Yet he stood by at these
events, concerned only with the
territorial integrity of the Vatican
and the visions he claimed to have
in the hope of one day being
canonised.

The play takes place during the
hours between the attack and the
massacre of the hostages. The
central figure is a Curia Car-
dinal with qualms of conscience.
One of the hostages is a priest,
Fr. Berelli ,a friend of his from
the days of his left-wing youth,
Fr. Berelli bitterly attacks the
Pope and the Curia for their com-

Please send me—

—] APPLICATION

l————-—--———-ﬂ—n————————’J

- them as by the Pope.

plicity in the horrors of fascism
and explains why he has taken
the side of the Communists. IHe
refuses 1o sign a paper disassoci-
ating himself with the attack and
goes forward to his death.

At one stage in the story the
prison veritably rocks with the
strains of ‘Avanti Populo’ and
one could not help feel the most
immense admiration for those who
risked so much in the Resistance
and especially for the Commun-
ists who constituted its backbone,

The play was however marred
by a scene in which the author
tried to give the impression that
Togliatti, Pollit, Stalin and other
leaders of the Communist move-
ment at the time were essentially
playing the same game as Pius
XII. One was meant to come
away believing that the heroic
men and women of the Resistance
had been as much betrayed by
This re-
vealed more about the Trotskyist
tendencies of the author than
about historical reality and took
away from what was otherwise a
very fine play. HL S.
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NOW AVAILABLE AT

NEW BOOKS

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JAMES CONNOLLY, by Desmond Greaves £1.50
LIAM MELLOWS AND THE IRISH REVOLUTION, by Desmond Greaves £4.00
ANGELA DAVIS, by Angela Davis ... £1.05
MARXISM AND THE THEORY OF PRAXIS, by John Hoffman ... £4.00
FUNDAMENTALS OF MARXIST/LENINIST PHILOSOPHY ... ¢1.76
ALSO AVAILABLE
NATIONALISM : S. Agayev and Y. Oganisyan ... iis 4 18p
IRELAND [N 4CRISIS @ THE COMMUNIST ANSWER o 2P
C.P.l. OUTLINE HISTORY ... ASp
WORLD MARXIST REVIEW (Monthly) .. 36p
INDUSTRIALISATION OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES £1.25
THE AFRICAN COMMUNIST (Quarterly) gg;

THE IRISH SOCIALIST REVIEW
Call today and see for yourself

Postal Order (including amount to cover postage) to

NEW BOOKS, 14 PARLIAMENT ST., DUBLIN 2
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THE IRISH PEOPLE

EVERY FRIDAY

Available from most Newsagents.

Should you have difficulty in obtain-

ing your copy every week, why not take out a :ulm:nphon, and so
ensure that you receive it on time every Friday.

Ireland & Britain—£4.50 per year;

£2.25 six months; £1.25 three months

Europe—£5.50; U.S.A,, Canada, Australia—£12
THE IRISH PEOPLE, 30 GARDINER PLACE, DUBLIN 1

Phone
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“Roots” is perhaps the most
absorbing and most discussed of
the current run of RTE pro-
grammes, It is sub-titled, “The
Story of an American Family” and
is based on a novel by Alex Haley
who traces his own ancestry back
to Gambia in West Africa about
1767.

The central character in the
first few episodes is Kunta Kinte
who is shown being born, experi-
encing the transition mitual to
manhood and being captured by
the slave hunters.

Perhaps the scenes of hfe in
Africa are a bit idyllic, but they
nevertheless convey the idea of
a culture with its own chythm, its
own vitality, its own justification.
It gives the lie to the vague im-
pression that these people were
living a chaotic, barbaric life with-
out rthyme or reasomn.

The wseries goes on to show
Kunta Kinte being transported,
sold into slavery, forcibly broken
in and given a new name. In
terms of the physical conditions
of the crossing and his treatment
on arrival, the programme did not
really show how very degrading
and utterly bleak the lives of
many sold into slavery at the time
actually were,

It does,

_ however, effectively
communicate

something of the

‘sense of profound cultural dis-

orientation experienced by those
who were harshly uprooted and
forced into totally alienn ways.
But Kunta Kinte never quite be-
comes Toby.

In the course of the series there
are deeply moving scenes: the
repeated escape attempts resulting
in beatings and dismemberment,
the marriage of Kunta Kinte to
Belle, the birth of their child, the
cruel selling-off of their daughter

THE MONTHLY FUND

There was a very good response
to the monthly appeal for finan-

cial aid to help meet the differ-

ence between printing costs of the
“Irish Socialist” and the income
from sales. For April a fine total
of £121.71 came n, and herewith

we give the list of donations :

DUBLIN : J. Claxton £2: Friend 50p:
J. Swift £1; Ballyfermot Branch gg::
P.D.D. £3.35 S. O'Kelly' 60p; Anon
27p; K.M.P. £3; L. Kearney 21p; T.U.

Friend £15; VOSPS £2; Anon £2: ‘“Cal-

endars’’ £16; Supporier 45p: -
Cabra 50p; Aknefton 30p: pP'.T'.‘l.iK' sﬁ‘ 3
P. Watt £1; M.G.D. £1: T, e

P, Fanning 21; F, D :
m: "H'd“ £1.40. oyl. £1 d

CORK : K.R.H. g8:;
WEXFORD : L. Pomf. Eﬂc.monr o~

rgLT?H: C& Quill g2,
; : P, Byrne £5. |
DONEGAL : P, Keeney &£5.

LONDON : T. Barry £1; T..Durkan £3:
Sylvester ¢15; *J:" |

L. Fennell €1; |.

Mcloughlin 50p; F. Goddard 30p: M

Jones 25p; K. Timmins 50p; B. Norwin

S0p; R. Cowell 30p; L. Stanna

S, Furlong 50p; L. Bralthwalte ?Op.wg' T
- Norton 50p; P, Molloy ¢

Geraghty 50p; J

50p; J. Morris :
O'Shen 23, ., ¢ a0 D8

NOTTINGHAM : P

* g GO LY SN
» Con ly 83,
OXFORD : M. Leahy g8 =
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Slavery’s ‘Roots’

Kizzy which separates their famaly
irrevocably and her savage nape
by her mew master.

There are unfortunately also
scenes which are quite unconvinc-
ing. For example, the fifth epi-
sode shows Tom, the son of
Chicken George, the son of Kizzy,
reciting a rather high-flown and
extremely stylised genealogy as
his father rides off into the hor-
izon. It is a bit difficult to
swallow.

Nevertheless, whatever its des
fects, the series does succeed in
bringing to the wviewer a deeper
and fuller understanding of the
overwhelming injustice of slavery.
It exposes the rtoots of rtacism
in  socio-historical development,
rather than in imagined geretic
inferiority.

It s to be hoped that it has
instilled in its American audience
i particular a wider sympathy
and support for those who are
still living with and fighting
against its aftermath.

And if it has extended the hori-
zons of its Irish audience, it has
done us a service. It is certainly
i a league above “Charlie’s
Angels”, H. S.
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